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1.  How  She  and  all  other  Witches 
do  beget  or  produce  that  Fami- 
liar  Spirit  they  deal  with,  and 
what  a  Familiar  Spirit  is,  and 
how  thofe  Voices  are  procured, 
and  Shapes  appear  unto  them, 
whereby  the  Ignorant  and  Un¬ 
believing  People  are  deceived  by 
them. 

2.  It  is  clearly  made  appear  in  this 
TREATISE,  that  no  Spirit 
can  be  raifed  without  its  Body, 
neither  can  any  Spirit  alTume  any 


Body  after  Death  *,  For  if  the 
Spirit  doth  walk,  the  Body  mufi: 
walk  a  I  fo. 

3.  An  Interpretation  of  all  thofe 
Scriptures,  that  doth  feem  as  if 
Spirits  might  go  out  of  MenV 
Bodies  when  they  die,  and  fubf  ii 
in  fome  Place  or  other  without 
Bodies. 

Laflly,  Several  other  Things  need 
ful  for  the  Mind  of  Man  to  know  •, 
which  whoever  doth  underdand, 
it  will  be  great  Satisfadion. 
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here  of ,  and  the  lajl  chofen  IVitneJs  unto  that  Ez/^er- 
^  Blejfed  Body  of  £hrift  "Jejus  Glorlfed^  to  be  the  only  Wife, 
'very  True  God  alone^  EverlajTt?ig  Father^  and  Creator  oj 
both  Worlds^  and  all  that  yvere  made  in  them. 
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T  O  T  H  E 


A. 

/Have  heeji  dejlred  hy  feveral  Friends^  to  fet 
forth  the  Interpretation  concerning  the  Witch 
of  Endor  and  King  Saul  ;  how  it  mny  be 
underjlood  how  fhe  raifed  Samuel,  and  how 
Familiar  Spirits  came  to  he  procured,  and  mth 
what  Tower  they  do  fuch  flrange  Things, 
Kiany  Enemies  alfo  have  objected  this  Place, 
to  prove  that  Spirits  may  be  raifed  without  2a-  - 
dies,  and  that  Spirits  may  wall[,  or  be  happy  or 
miferahle  without  Bodies :  Though  I  have  given 
an  Anfwer  in  Difcourfe  to  thefe  Doubts  and 
Quedions,  hut  few  can  retain  in  their  Memory 
what  is  fpohn  in  Difcourfe  ;  therefore  1  thought 
it  convenient  and  necejjary  to  Jet  it  forth  in 
Print,  for  the  Information  and  SatisfaUion  of 
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many  Friends  who  dejire  ■  and  for  the  Con- 
'vincement  of  all  Gain-fayers,  And  let '  them 
Jerionfly  read  it  over  mthout  Prejudice,  and  they 
may  fee  this  Point  clearly  opened,  which  hath 
laid  hid  this  many  Hundred  Tears,  mth  other 
Places  of  Scriptures  opened,  yvhich  many  have 
oh'jeUed  againf  this  Interpretation,  and  all  thofe 
Places  of  Scripture  that  is  commonly  brought,  or 
doth  mo(i  feem  to  hold  forth,  that  Spirits  may 
be  without  'bodies,  are  lil^errife  opened  and  ex-- 
pounded  in  Jhort  in  this  Treatife,  as  followeth,. 
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CHARI. 


I  S  am.  XXVIII.  from  the  nth  to  the  \%th  Verfi, 

Shall  give  the  Interpretation,  what  is  meant 
that  Familiar  Spirit  the  Witch  of  Ender  wbicli  did"' 
raife  Samuel^  fo  much  fpoken  of  in  the  Book  of  S^muelj 
and  other  Places  of  Scripture  ^  and  fo  much  object¬ 
ed  by  many  to  prove  that  Spirits  may  be  railed 
without  Bodies,  and  may  appear  unto  People  in 
what  Shape  they  pleafe. 

The  Belief  of  this  lying  Principle,  it  did  proceed  out  of  the  Ima¬ 
gination  of  Reafon,  the  Devil - The  Imagination  that  doth  arife  or 

proceed  from  the  Seed  of  Reafon  in  Man,  is  that  Familiar  Spirit  that 
Witches  deal  with,  and  that  Familiar  Spirit  it  proceedeth  from  no 
Spirit  or  Devil  without  a  Man,  but  from  the  Seed  of  R^eafon  within 
Man  •,  for  look  what  evil  Thoughts  doth  arife  out  of  the  Heart  of 
Man,  it  proceedeth  out  of  the  Seed  of  Reafon  in  Man,  and  not  from 
any  thing  without  Man*,  for  the  Imagination  of  the  Heart,  it  is  plac’d 
in  the  Seed  of  Reafon,  therefore  it  is  faid  in  Scripture,  Ehat  the  Ima¬ 
ginations  of  Man^ s  Heart  was  evil^  and  that  every  Imagination  of  the 
Thoughts  of  his  Heart  was  only  evil  continually^  as  in  Gen-  vi.  5.  So  that 
there  is  no  other  Devil,  or  Spirit,  or  Familiar  Spirit  for  Witches  to 
deal  withal,  or  to  work  any  Enchantments  by,  but  their  own  Ima¬ 
gination  ", 
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ginatlon  there  the  Familiar  Spirit  is  produced  from  whence  it  came, 
and  there  it  ceafes  to  be  v/hen  they  are  put  to  Death,  or  over-power’d 
by  the  KnowledgCjand  the  Power  of  Faith  in  other  Men,  then  the  Fa¬ 
miliar  Spirit  centers  in  the  Imagination  again,  it  being  over-power¬ 
ed  by  the  Power  of  Faith*,  fo  like  wife,  the  good  Thoughts  that  doth 
proceed  out  of  the  Heart  of  Man,  they  do  arife  or  proceed  from  the 
Seed  of  Faith,  concerning  the  true  God,  or  any  heavenly  Secret,  or 
temporal  judgments,  or  temporal  Bleilings if  the  Foreknowledge 
of  thefe  Things  doth  arife,  or  be  foretold  by  the  Revelation  of  the 
Seed  of  Faith,  they  are  and  may  be  called  the  Spirit  of  God. 

Becaule  they  were  foretold  and  declared  by  the  Revelation  of  the 
Seed  of  Faith,  which  Seed  of  Faith  is  the  Seed  of  God,  it  being  of 
God’s  own  Nature,  therefore  called  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  lb  fore¬ 
told  and  declared  by  the  Spirit  of  God :  So  iikewife,  what  Foreknow¬ 
ledge  or  Declaration  of  Things,  that  are  above  that  which  is  com¬ 
mon  to  the  Seed  of  Reafon,  (as  raifing  of  Spirits  and  fuch  like  j)  I  fay, 
they  do  proceed  from  the  Imagination  of  Reafon,  the  Devil  ^  and  this 
Rrong  Imagination  from  the  Seed  of  Reafon,  is  that  Familiar  Spirit 
by  which  Witches  do  divine  or  forecel  Things-  So  that  the  ftroiig 
Imagination  of  Reafon,  being  exercifed  about  Things  that  are  beyond 
Trades  and  Sciences,  that  are  neceffary,  needful,  and  lawful  *,  fb  it 
becomes  a  Familiar  Spirit,  becaufe  it  proceeds  from  the  Imagination 
ot  Reafoii,  and  Ciiv..  Sv  ed  of  Reafon  being  the  Devil,  and  the  Devil 
being  the  fallen  Angel  *.  for  the  Devil  is  Man  and  Woman  *,  and  the 
Seed  of  Reafon  is  their  Seed.  And  that  Seed  of  Reafon  it  came  from, 
that  Serpent  that  beguiled  £'ve‘^  and  that  Serpent  v/as  an  Angel,  and 
his  Seed  was  Reafon,  and  this  Reafon  in  Man  is  the  Devil  *,  and  the 
Imagination  of  Reafon  is  the  Father  of  that  Familiar  Spirit,  by  which 
a  Manor  Woman  doth  Divine,  Soothfay,  raife  Shapes,  or  hearVoices, 
or  any  fuch  Thing  of  that  Nature,  they  all  proceed  from  the  Imagi¬ 
nation  of  Reafon  in  Man,  and  the  original  Being  of  this  Seed  of  Rea¬ 
fon.  It  came  from  that  Serpent-Angel,  that  was  caR  down  from 
Heaven  unto  this  Earth,  who  deceived  our  ftrft' Parents,  as  I  have 
abundantly  fficwed  in  £ev.  xi.  and  in  the  Interpretation  of  the  whole 
Book  of  the  Revelation. 

Now  I  have  laid  a  Foundation  for  the  Reader,  that  he  may  the  bet¬ 
ter  underhand  the  Foundation,  from  whence  thele  Familiar  Spirits 
that  Witches  have,  do  proceed,  and  how  they' are  procured,  and 
what  Power  they  have  over  the  ignorant  Mind  of  Man  ^  therefore 
to  latisfy  the  Thoughts  of  many,  who  hath  defired  and  requefted  of 
me,  that  I  would  interpret  fome  chief  Sayings  in  the  Scriptures,  that 

,  fpeaketh 
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Ipeaketh  of  Witchcraft,  and  Familiar  Spirits,  and  fuch  like  ;  which 
Sayings  are  very  ftrange  and  hard  to  be  underhood  ^  fo  that  moft  Peo¬ 
ple  are  very  much  unfatisfied  in  thefe  Things,  though  clear  in  their 
Judgments,  in  many  otherThings  that  are  of  more  Concernment  And 
as  1  have  given  the  Interpretation  of'the  whole  Book  the  Revelation  j 
with  many  other  Places  of  Scripture,  to  the  great  Comfort  and  Sa- 
tisfa^Hon  of  many,  fo  1  ihall  add  the  Interpretation  ot  this  thing  alfo. 

The  firft  Place  of  Scripture  1  fhall  infift  upon,  is  that  in  i  S^^^.xxviii. 
beginning  at  the  i  ith  Verfe,  concerning  the  Witch  of  Endo^  h  this 
is  commonly  the  Place  that  moh  People  fetch  to  prove,  that  Spirits 
may  be  raifed  in  what  Shape  the  Witch  pleafe  by  their  Familiar  Spi¬ 
rits*,  therefore  let  the  Reader  mind  the  Difcourie  that  followeth.  The 
Words  are  thefe,  Enen  faid  the  Woman^  Wnom  Jhail  1  bring  up  unto  thee  f 
jind  he  faid,  bring  me  up  Samuel,  And  in  the  i2th  Verfe,  And  when 
the  Woman  jaiv  Samuel,  Jhe  cried  with  aloud  V'oice^  and  the  W oman  fpake 
to  Saul,  faying^  why  hafi  thou  deceived  me^  for  thou  art  Saul  ?  And  iii- 
the  13th  Verfe,  And  the  King  faid  unto  her^  be  not  afraid^  for  what  • 
fawefi  thou  f  And  the  Woman  faid  unto  Saul,  I  faw  Gods  a fc  ending  out 
of  the  Earth,  The  14th  Verfe,  And  he  faid  unto  her^  what  Form  is  he  of  ? 
And  Jhe  faid^  an  old  Man  cometh  up^  and  he  is  covered  with  a  Mantle* 
And  Saul  perceived  it  was  Samuel,  and  he  ftooped  with  his  Face  to  the 
Ground,^  and  bowed  himfelf  The  15th  Verfe,  And  S2Lmne\  faid  to  Saul,  . 
Why  hafi  thou  difquieted  me  to  bring  me  up  f  And  Saul  anfwered^  I  am 
fore  difireffed:  For  the  Philiftines  make  War  againfi  me^  and  God  is  depart 
ted  from  me^  and  anfwereth  me  no  more^  neither  by  Trophet^  nor  by  Dreams: 
Eherefore  I  have  called  thecy  that  thou  mayfi  make  known  unto  me  what  1 
fhall  do*  Verfe  Id.  EhenfaidS?iVa\xQ.\y  Wherefore  then  dofi  thou  ask  of  me^ 
feeing  the  Lord  is  departed  from  theCy  and  is  become  thine  Enemy  f  Verfe" 
17.  And  the  Lord  hath  done  to  him^  as  he  fpake  by  me  ;  for  the  Lord  hath 
rent  the  Kingdom  out  of  thine  Handy  and  giverrit  to  thy  Neighbour  y  evert 
to  David,  Verfe  18.  Becaufe  thou  obeyefi  not  the  E'oice  of  t Be  Lord ^  nor 
executed  his  fierce  Wrath  upon  Amalek  ^  therefore  hath  the  Lord  done  this^ 
Ehing  unto  thee  this  Day^ 

CHAP.  II. 

This  Familiar  Spirit  the  Witch  of  Endor  and  other  Witches 
have,  whereby  they  do  fuch  Things,  it  is  the  Imagination  of 
Reafon,  the  Devil  in  themfelves  *,  that  is,  they  fet  themfelves  apart' 
with  the  Thoughts  of  the  Imaginations  of  their  Hearts,  to  dive  into 
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the  diabolical  Power  *,  that  is,  that  they  might  know  the  Depths  of 
Satan,  their  Imagination  conceiving  that  the  Devil  is  a  Spirit  flying 
in  the  Air,  and  that  this  Spirit  can  alTume  or  take  up  any  Shape  it 
pleafe.  So  that  the  Imagination- of  the  Heart  hath  produced  an  evil 
Spirit  in  it  felf,  fo'that  this  Familiar  Spirit  is  begotten  out  of  the 
VVomb  of  Reafon  :  For  the  Seed  of  Reafon  in  Man  is  the  Womb  or 
the  Mother,  and  the  Imagination  of  the  Heart  is  the  Father  that 
begets  this  Familiar  Spirit,  and  this  Familiar  Spirit  is  the  Son  of 
Imagination.  So  that  all  Thoughts  of  the  Heart,  and  that  wonderful 
Knowledge  declared  by  them,  it  is  revealed  through  this  Son  the  Fa¬ 
miliar  Spirit,  begotten  in  themfelves  by  the  Seed  of  Reafon  the  Mo¬ 
ther,  and  Imagination  the  Father.  So  that  there  is  no  Devil,  nor 
Familiar  Spirit  without  them,  as  People  do  vainly  imagine,  but  the 
Devil  and  Familiar  Spirit  is  always  within  them,  and  no  where  elfe  ^ 
yet  all  People  fear  a  Devil  without  them,  but  he  is  no  where  to  be 
found  but  in  Man  and  Woman,  this  I  do  certainly  know  to  be  true. 

Again,  Thefe  Witches  doth  fuppofe  the  true  God  to  be  an  Infinite 
Spirit,  without  any  Body  or  Subflance,  as  all  People  almoft  do  ;  and 
that  the  Devil  is  a  Spirit  that  can  afTume  Bodies  or  what  Shape  he 
pleafeth,  or  what  Shape  or  Form  the  Witch  fliall  call  for.  This  is 
the  Opinion  of  mofl:  People  in  the  World  as  well  as  Witclies,  yea, 
even  of  the  mofl  of  the  greatefl  learned  Men  Darknefs  hath  over- 
Tpread  the  Minds  of  all  learned  Men  in  the  World,  fo  that  they  can¬ 
not  find  out  what  the  true  God  is,  nor  where  he  is  ^  nor  what  the 
right  Devil  is,  nor  where  he  is  yea  Man,  himfelf  is  he  that  cannot 
find  out  himfelf:  But  no  more  of  this  now. 

To  the  Matter  in  hand,  the  Witches  they  do  not  know  any  Divine 
Being,  or  Power,  or  Form  of  God,  but  what  their  Imagination  doth 
conceive  to  be  God,  for  they  have  full  Faith  in  this  Knowledge  of 
theirs,  to  be  the  true  Knowledge  of  God  •  only  the  Laws  of  Men 
they  fear,  but  no  other  God,  but  that  Familiar  Spirit  which  they 
have  produced  in  themfelves,  by  giving  themfelves  either  to  Fafling 
and  Prayer,  unto  an  unknown  E)ivine  Being  or  Power j  llippofing  this 
Fower  to  be  a  Spirit  that  can  appear  in  any  Shape  they  Ihall  call  for 
or  deflre.  And  all  People  being  ignorant  of  the  true  God,  and  the 
right  Devil,  as  they  themfelves  are,  fo  that  the  People  have  a  Faith 
'in  thefe  Witches,  being  ignorant  as  aforefaid. 

What  the  true  God  and  right  Devil  is,  and  the  Witches  Faith,  and 
their  Faith  being  jpyn’d  together,  it  becometh  ftrong  to  atchieve 
fuch  Apparitions  as  their  Faith  hath  chofe  to  be  the  ObjeT  of  their 
imagiiiation  :  For  he  that  enquireth  of  a  Witch,  his  Faith  and  the 
ypitch’s  Faith  is  all  one.  ’  Alfo 
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Alfo  this  is  to  be  minded,  that  all  Witches  have  fome  Rule  by 
which  they  do  perceive  chofe  Apparitions,  and  hear  thofe  Voices^ 
for  their  is  no  wicked  Knowledge  or  w  icked  Wiiliom  as  the  Wifdom 
of  the  World,  neither  is  there  any  good  Knowledge  or  good  Wifdoin 
as  the  Wifdom  of  God.  I  fay,  there  is  no  Knowledge  or  Wifdom 
good  or  bad,  but  thofe  that  have  it  they  muh  go  by  fome  Rule,  elle 
it  is  meer  Nonlenfe  ^  as  moft  of  your  Quakers  Matters  or  Principles 
are  meer  ISIonfenfe,  that  hath  neither  Bottom  nor  Top. 


CHAP.  III. 


But  to  the  Matter  in  hand,  we  fee  the  natural  ARrologers  they 
go  by  a  Rule,  and  their  Wifdom  and  Knowledge  in  Idlings  of 
Kature,  it  is  declared  by  them  from  and  by  a  Rule,  elfe  that  they 
fay  would  be  meer  Nonfenfe  and  Foolifhnefs. 

Yet  I  fay, your  natural  Aftrologers  they  are  Witches, and  have  their 
Figure  to  judge  the  Elfe<l.l:s  of  the  Stars  ^  but  this  Witchcraft  is  al¬ 
lowed  by  the  Powers  of  the  Nations. 

So  Bfay,  thefe  Witches  that  doth  do  Things  by  a  Familiar  Spirit, 
they  have  a  Rule  to  walk  by  as  the  other  hath  ^  for  as  the  Imagina¬ 
tion  of  the  other  hath  by  the  Study  of  the  Figure,  attained  to  give 
fome  Judgment  upon  the  Effe^lsof  the  Stars,  upon  a  particular  Per-  ' 
fon  or.  Nation.  So  likewife  thofe  Witches  that  hath  a  Familiar  Spi¬ 
rit,  they  have  attained  to  this  Familiar  Spirit  out  of  their  Imagina¬ 
tion  of  Reafon,  as  I  faid  before. 

And  this  Familiar  Spirit  being  begotten  in  themlelves  by  the 
Strength  of  Imagination  their  Father ;  now  underhand  thus  much, 
that  this  diabolical  Wifdom  that  is  begotten  in  Man  and  Woman  by 
the  Imagination  of  Reafon,  the  Devil  is  that  Familiar  Spirit  that 
Men  and  Women  do  by. 

And  after  this  Familiar  Spirit  is  begotten  in  Man  or  Woman  by 
Imagination  their  Father,  as  1  faid  before,  then  this  Familiar  Spirit 
of  the  Witch  will  motion  in  the  Mind  too  faft,  and  pray  unto  the 
Hoft  of  Heaven,  the  Sun,  Moon  anqf:  Planets,  fuppofing  that  the 
good  Spirit  in  fome  of  them,  and  imagining  the  evil  Spirit  or  Devil 
to  be  in  other  fome  of  them.  ^  “ 

Now  obferve,  when  this  Familiar  Spirit  is  produced  in  them,  then 
they  obferve  every  Motion  of  the  Mind,  and  <  their  Faith  being  in 
every  Motion  of  their  Minds,  it  produceth  either  fome  fartherKnow- 
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ledge  in  their  own  Apprehenfion,  or  elfe  forne  Vifions  are  prefented 
to  their  Phantafies  ;  for  they  have  dedicated  Ibme  certain  Words  to 
be  faid  in  their  Minds  motional,  to  be  ufed  when  they  would  do  any 
Feats,  befides  their  Facing  and  Prayer.  And  this  Thing  they  have 
dedicated  to  enquire  of,  is  that  which  they  divine  with,  or  tell  any 
Thing  from  it,  is  much  like  unto  the  Aftroiogers,  their  Figure  is  de¬ 
dicated  for  that  Purpole,  that  he  may  tell  Things  from,  and  with¬ 
out  the  Knowledge  of  the  Figure.  He  can  tell  nothing  except  he 
were  skilled  in  it  before,  but  the  Figure  was  the  Thing  he  came  to 
know  more  than  others  at  the  firft  ;  for  wonderful  Things  may  be 
accomplifhed  through  the  Imagination  of  Reafon,  when  it  hath  fet 
it  felf  apart  on  purpofe  to  attain  unto  fuch  Things. 

For  I  find  by  Experience  within  this  feveriteen  Years,  what  Grange 
Things  hath  been  atchieved  by  Man  and  Woman,  who  hath  given 
themlelves  up  to  an  unknown  God  upon  a  Religious  Account.  Some 
hath  by  their  Faffing  and  Prayer  unto  an  unknown  God,  attained 
unto  Vifions,  Apparitions,  Appearance  of  Angels,  Voices,  and  many 
other  hrange  Things  ;  yet  altogether  ignorant  of  the  true  God  and 
the  right  Devil,  and  what  Angels  are  •,  fo  that  thefe  Things  hath 
been  all  within  them,  and  they  thought  that  God  had  revealed  thefe 
Things  unto  them  ;  when  as  they  did  attain  unto  thefe  Things  afore- 
fafd  by  their  own  Endeavours^  as  many  Quakers  and  others  can  Wit- 
nefs  at  this  Day,  if  they  would,  by  hearkening  to  the  Light  within 
them,  and  Fahing,  and  fuch  like.  Neither  did  God  prefent  any  Vi- 
fion,  or  fpeak  any  Voice  unto  them,  but  they  do  produce  thole 
Things  aforefaid  by  their  own  Imaginations. 

So  is  it  with  Witches,  they  do  raife  Shapes  and  Voices  out  of 
themfelves,  and  thofe  Voices  they  hear,  they  are  no  other  but  mo¬ 
tional  Voices  in  themfelves  and  the  ignorant  People  that  be¬ 
lieves  them  is  Partakers  of  thofe  motional  Voices  alfb  with  the 
Witch.. 

For  their  is  no  Spirit  of  the  Devil  without  them,  that  doth  af- 
fume  any  Shape,  or  fpeak  any  Voice  unto  the  Witch,  neither  doth 
any  Spirit  without  the  Witch  reveal  any  Knowledge  unto  them  j 
it  is  all  produced  by  their  own  wicked  Imagination,  who  hath  begot¬ 
ten  within  themfelves  that  Familiar  Spirit  they  deal  with,  and  not 
from  any  Devil  or  Spirit  without  them. 

But  all  cometh  from  the  Imagination  within,  that  is,  the  Devil 
and  no  other  *,  yet  this  Familiar  Spirit  is  produced  from  within 
them,  to  fee  Shapes,  and  hear  motional  Voices,  meerly  by  watch¬ 
ing  the  Motion  of  the  Imagination  that  is  placed  in  their  Minds 

or 
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or  Hearts,  even  as  the  Quakers  do  by  hearkening  to  the  Light  with¬ 
in  them,  they  do  procure  many  ftrange  Vifions  and  motional 
Voices,  but  they  being  Groundlefs  and  Nonfenhcal  they  come  to 
nothing. 


C  K  ^  IV. 

IET  the  Reader  obferve  when  King  asked  the  Witch  of 
_j  Endor^  What  Form  the  Gods  was  ofy  jlie  had  feen  afccnd  out  of  the 
Earth  •  The  Woman  anfwered  and  faid,  An  old  Man  with  a  Aifantlcy 
&c.  But  Saul  faw  nothing  but  as  the  Woman  told  him,  and  Saul  be¬ 
lieved  her  Words,  and  bowed  himfelf  to  the  Ground. - Now 

mind  the  i  5th  Verfe,  Samuel  [aid  to  Saul,  why  haf  thou  difcyuieted  me 
to  bring  me  up  ^  the  Meaning  is  this,  now  the  Witch  had  full  Power 
over  Sau/y  fo  that  he  did  really  believe  the  Witch,  that  fhe  had  in¬ 
deed  railed  up  Samuel j  though  he  faw  nothing  — — ^.yet  the  Fear  ot 
being  deftroyed  by  the  Philiftinesy  and  the  Belief  of  the  Woman’s 
Words,  Samuel  began  to  fpeak  in  SauPs  Confcience ;  there  came  in¬ 
to  SauPs  Mind  the  Words  which  Samuel  had  told  him  in  his  Life¬ 
time  - So  that  thefe  was  no  fpeaking  to  Saul  by  Samuef  but 

the  Reafonings  of  SauPs  own  Heart*,  and  thele  Voices  that  Samuel 
Ipake  to  Sauly  they  were  motional  Voices  that  did  arife  in  SauPs  own 

Heart. - For  an  acculing  Confcience  will  fpeak  dreadful  Voices 

in  the  Confcience  *,  as  the  Blood  of  Abel  cried  for  Vengeance  in 
Cains  Confcience,  and  the  Saints  that  were  llain under  the  Altar  *, 
cried  for  Vengeance  upon  thofe  that  Ihed  their  Blood  ^  fo  that  a 
linful  Confcience  will  have  Voices  enough  to  torment  him,  though 
God  himfelf,  nor  Prophet  without  him,  doth  never  fpeak  unto  him. 
A  guilty  Confcience  will  fpeak  with  a  motional  Voice  their  great 
Terror  and  Torment,  which  is  greater  than  can  be  born,  as  it  was 
'with.Cainy  Sauly  2indi  Judas,  Yea,  it  was  Fear,  and  the  Remem¬ 
brance  of  SauPs  Difobedience  to  SamuePs  Words  in  his  Life-time, 
this  did  arife  afrelh  in  SauPs  Mind,  and  fpake  with  motional  Voices 
in  SauPs  Confcience,  acculing  him  for  his  Difobedience  to  SamuePs 
Words. 

For  the  Remembrance  of  SamuePs  Words,  m  ay  be  faid  to  difquiet 
Samuel  y  for  SamuePs  Words  were  buried  in  Saul's  Confcience. 

But  now,  by  his  going  to  enquire  of  a  Witch,  Samuel  is  revived 
again  in  SauPs  Mind,  and  there  Samuel  fpeaks  Fear,  Wrath,  and 

B  2  Terror  i 


8  ^  true  Interpretation 

Terror  ^  for  ScimutVs  Words  Tpake  in  Sdul  s  Confcience  one  motional 
Voice,  and  the  Guilt  of  Saul's  Difobedience  fpake  Fear  and  Horror 
in  Saul  s  Confcience,  this  was  a  motional  Voice  in  Saul's  Confcience 
alfb  •,  for  the  Voice  of  Truth  will  fpeak,  or  the  Voice  of  Obedience, 
and  the  Voice  of  Sin  and  Difobedience  will  fpeak  in  Man  s  Con¬ 
fcience,  as  if  they  were  two  didinH  Spirits. 

This  many  guilty  Confciences  can  witnefs,  as  we  may  read  hy 
Cain  that  killed  his  Brother,  and  Judas  that  betrayed  his  Lord,  and 
many  others  who  hath  been  guilty  of  the  like  Crimes. 

So  that  the  Witch  did  raife  no  Samuel^  nor  Spirit,  but  a  meer 
Shadow  it  was  the  Witch  faw,  which  fhe  could 'raife  by  her  Art  ^ 
neither  was  there  any  Samuel  or  Spirit  not  at  all  that  did^  fpeak  to 
Saul^  but  that  motional  Voice  in  Saul's  Confcience  as  aforeiaid. 

And  in  this  Senfe  Samuel  may  be  faid  to  be  difquieted  ^  for  if  Saul 
had  never  gone  to  the  Witch  to  enquire  of  her,  Samuel's  Words  had 
been  quiet  in  Saul  *,  neither  would  Saul  have  had  fuch  Reafoningsin 
himlelf,  nor  have  been  fo  fenfible  ot  the  Worm  of  his  Confcience. 

So  that  there  was  no  Voice  of  Samuel  fpoke  unto  Sauly  but  a  mo¬ 
tional  Voice  in  Saul's  own  Mind  or  Confcience  *,  his  Fear  and  his  Dif¬ 
obedience,  and  what  Samuel  had  told  him  before,  theie  all  Ipeaking 
with  Voices  in  his  wounded  Confcience.  Samuels  Words  fpake  one 
Voice,  and  his  own  Difobedience  fpake  another  *,  fo  that  the 
Witch  of  Endor  did  neither  raife  Samuel^  but  only  made  the  King 
believe  fhe  did,  neither  did  Samuel  fpeak  to  the  King  but  as  aforefaid. 

Fc^r  the  Kingdom  being  rent  out  of  his  Hands,  his  Sons^  being  de- 
firoyed,  and  all  other  Threatnings  of  Samuel^  they  came  into  Saul's 
Mind  afreflr  with  hrong  Motions,  fo  that  they  became  as  Voices  in 
Saul's  Heart,  as  if  Samuel  had  fpake  to  the  hearing  of  the  Ear  :  For 
there  was  no  Samuel  raifed,  nor  no  Samuel  fpake,  but  what  was  mo¬ 
tional  in  the  Mind  of  Sauly  and  what  did  vifionally  appeal  unto  the 
Witch  which  was  a  meer  Shadow  which  flie  could  produce  by  her 
Witchcraft- Art,  to  all  thofe  that  were  more  ignorant  than  her  fell, 
or  had  Faith  in  her  Power.  ' 


i  A  -t-,  ds  A'  -S&  ■**■*--*•  ^  sfr  ^  -fj;-  ‘S’ 


CHAP.  V. 


— ^OR  the  Reader  mufl  mind,  that  Witches  and  all  thole  that 

r  doth  attain  to  the  Vifions,  and  hear  Voices  within  them,  they 

do  ufe  Means  to  attain  unto  it  ^  aifo  they  have  fome  flanding  Rule 

or 
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or  Art,  by  which  they  come  to  enquire  or  to  know  Things,  that  are 
above  that  Knowledge  which  is  common  to  other  People,  it  is  much 
like  unto  the  Ways  of  God. 

Therefore  let  the  Reader  mind  the  Ground  work  laid  down  at 
the  firft,  that  the  Imagination  of  Reafon  had  begotten  a  Son  out  of 
the  Womb  of  the  Seed  of  Reafon  in  Man,  which  I  call  the  Mother, 
and  Imagination  the  Father,  and  the  Son  that  is  begotten  in  the 
Womb  of  Reafon  •,  by  Imagination  the  Father  is  that  great  Wifdom, 
Knowledge  and  Power,  by  which  they  go  beyond  other  People  who 
are  of  a  lower  Capacity. 

This  Son  is  that  Familiar  Spirit  Witches  doth  deal  with  *,  it  Is 
another  Spirit  begotten  in  them,  which  was  not  in  their  Birth, 
when  they  were  born,  but  begotten  in  themlelves  fince  by  Imagi¬ 
nation  as  aforefaid  j  Neither  is  this  Familiar  Spirit  produced,  or 
doth  come  from  any  Thing,  or  any  Devil  without  them^  as  Peo¬ 
ple  do  vainly  imagine  ;  but  the  Familiar  Spirit  it  is  produced,  and 
doth  come  from  within,- /or  out  of  the  Heart  cometb  evil  Thouahts^ 
Murder^  Adultery ^  &c.  And  all  Familiar  Spirits,  they  are  all  con- 
conceived  in  the  Heart,  and  being  conceived  there,  in  its  Seafon  it 
bringeth  forth  fuch  Spirits  as  are  conceived  in  the  Heart  *,  if  En¬ 
vy  and  Murder  be  conceived,  as  it  was  in  then  it  bringeth 
forth  the  Spirit  or  Deed  of  Murder  *,  if  Luft  be  conceived  in  the 
Heart,  it  bringeth  forth  the  Spirit  and  AH  of  Adultery,  as  it  did 
in  'David  ^  and  if  a  Familiar  Spirit  be  conceived  in  the  Heart, 
then  it  bringeth  forth  fuch  a  Spirit  that  fliall  Ipeak  motional 
Voices  within  them,  as  if  fome  Spirits  without  them  did  appear  with¬ 
out  a  Body,  and  Ipeak  to  them,  and  reveal  thole  Things  unto  them. 

Many  wicked  Spirits  more  then  is  mentioned,  are  conceived  in  the 
Flearts  of  Men  and  Women,  and  aHed  by  them.  Spirits,  1  fay, 
that  were  never  of  God’s  Creation,  but  hath  been  conceived 
in  the  Mind  of  Man  fmce  ;  for  when  Sin  is  conceived,  as  in 
James  i.  i  5.  When  Lufi  hath  conceived,  it  bringeth  forth  Sin  ,  and  Sin* 
when  it  is  firiijljcd,  bringeth  forth  Death  :  lb  that  there  is  a  Conception 
of  Sin  jfirft  in  the  Heart  and  if  it  doth  not  die  before  it  quickens 
into  Life,  that  is,  into  aH  ^  then  it  bringeth  forth  Death,  which  is 
the  Punilhment  due  to  fuch  Sins,  that  are  alive  in  Man’s  AHions,  af¬ 
ter  they  were  conceived  in  the  Heart.  And  as  the  Evil  of  Murder, 
Adultery,  and  Theft  is  conceived  firfl  in  the  Heart,  fo  is  that  Fami¬ 
liar  Spirit  Witches  and  Wizards  have  •,  they  are  firfl  conceived  in 
the  Mind,  and  in  a  little  Seafon  it  groweth  alive  in  them,  and 
fpeaketh  unto  them,  as  if  it  were  without  them  :  For  this  1  fay,. 
^  that 
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that  a  Familiar  Spirit  is  conceived  and  begotten  in  the  Heart  of 
Man  and  Woman,  as  the  other  Sins  aforementioned  are,  and  the 
Caufe  why  God  is  more  angry  with  thofe  that  deal  with  a  Familiar 
Spirit,  and  hath  commanded  them  to  be  put  to  Death,  more  than 
for  other  Sins  conceived  in  the  Mind  is,  becaufe  they  imitate  the 
Way  of  God.  Or  the  Spirit  of  Prophecy,  which  caufeth  the  Peo¬ 
ple  to  believe  in  a  meer  Fidion  or  Shadow  without  any  Subftance, 
that  a  Spirit  may  be  raifed  out  of  the  Ground  without  a  Body,  and 
fo  they  forfake  the  living  God,  who  hath  a  Body  of  his  own,  and 
gave  Life  to  every  Creature,  that  hath  a  Body  and  doth  believe  a 
Lie, which  hath  been  conceived  in  the  Mind,  and  hath  quickned  into 
a  Familiar  Spirit,  and  this  Spirit  doth  always  live  within  the  Witch, 
and  not  without  her  ^  and  this  Familiar  Spirit  thus  conceived,  firil  ^ 
in  the  evil  Mind,  and  afterward  quickning  in  the  evil  Heart,  it  goeth^ 
from  Strength  to  Strength^  and  from  one  degree  of  Knowledge^  to  a  far^^ 
ther  Degree  of  evil  Knowledge ^  and  evil  Wifdom^  as  all  Things  elle 
doth  that  hath  Life  ^  for  Sin  hath  Life  in  it,  and  the  outward  Law 
caufeth  Sin  to  revive  in  every  one  that  doth  evil,  as  St.  Paul  faith, 
vii.  9.  Thus  in  feme  Meafure  the  Reader  may  underhand 
what  a  Familiar  Spirit  is,  and  how  it  comes  to  have  a  Being  in 
Witches  and  Wizards,  and  how  the  ignorant  are  Partakers  with 
the  Familiar  Spirit.  ^ 

In  the  next  Place,  I  ihall  fhew  how  thofe  that  have  a  Familiar^^^ 
Spirit  do  imitate  the  way  of  God,  or  the  way  of  true  Prophets^  ob-  '’^’>^^ 
ferve  the  Way  and  Manner  of  true  Prophets,  High-Priehs,  and  all  o- 
ther  People,  who  are  richly  gifted  with  the  Spirit  of  Prophecy,  or 
Revelation  *,  for  the  Seed  of  Faith  planted  in  the  Heart,  is  the  Seed 
and  Nature  of  God,  as  Reafon  is  the  Seed  and  Nature  of  the  Serpent 
or  Devil  \  and  as  the  Seed  of  Reafon  is  the  Womb  or  Mother  for 
Imagination  to  get  a  Son.  • 

So  like  wife  the  Seed  of  Faith  in  Man,  is  the  Womb  or  Mother  for 
the  Revelation  of  Faith,  to  beget  a  Son  out  of  the  Seed  of  Faith, 
anfwerable  as  the  Imagination  doth  out  of  the  Seed  of  Reafon. 

And  this  Son  the  Revelation  hath  begotten  out  of  the  Seed  of 
Faith,  is  that  heavenly  Wifdom,  difeerning  Knowledge  and  Power 
over  the  Spirits  of  others,  and  Knowledge  of  Things  above  the 
Stars,  and  knoweth  the  true  God  in  Form  and  Nature,  with  many 
other  heavenly  Secrets,  which  none  elfe  can  know  but  thofe  that 
believe  them. 

So  that  the  Revelation  of  Faith  hath  begotten  this  heavenly  Wif- 
dom,  Power  and  Glory  out  of  the  Seed  of  Faith,  which  is  the  Seed 

of 
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of  God,  even  of  his  Divine  Nature  ;  and  this  Wifdom,  Power,  and 
Glory,  is  that  Son  or  Spirit,  by  which  all  Prophets,  High  Priefts> 
Apoftles  and  others  that  have  it. 

I  fay  this  is  that  by  which  they  can  truly  divine  by,  in  that  they 
can  foretel  truly  what  ihall  come  to  pafs,  according  to  the  Know- 
Jedge  of the  Revelation  of  Faith  ;  and  this  Wifdom,  and  Knowledge 
being  produced  by  Revelation  out  ofthe  Womb  of  the  Seed  of  Faith, 
it  may  and  is  called  the  Spirit  of  God  in  Man,  that  doth  teach  and 
iliew  the  Wifdom  of  God  to  others,  fo  that  others  cometh  to  be 
taught  and  fubjefbed  by  it,  to  their  great  Peace  here,  and  eternal 

Joyh.«af„r.  ^  c  ^ Z'!- 


CHAP.  VI. 

r  A  N  D  this  Spirit  of  Wifdom,  Knowledge  and  Power,  which 
is  produced  by  the  Revelation  as  aforefaid,  it  hath  motional 
Voices  in  the  Confcience,  as  the  Familiar  Spirit  hath  in  the  evil  Con- 
fcience  *,  but  the  motional  Voices  in  a  good  Confcience  fpeaketh 
Peace.  Likewife  this  motional  Voice  in  Prophets,  High-Priefts, 
Apoftles,  and  others,  is  that  by  which  they  do  foretel  Things  by, 
whether  it  be  good  or  bad,  that  ihall  befal  thofe  that  fliall 
enquire. 

Alfo  the  Spirit  of  Revelation  hath  a  handing  Rule  to  enquire  by, 
as  thofe  have  that  doth  tell  Things  by  a  Familiar  Spirit,  as  1  faid  be¬ 
fore  ^  for  the  Witches  doth  imitate  the  way  of  the  Prophets,  and 
and  the  Devil’s  Way  is  as  like  God’s  Way  as  he  can. 

Now  let  the  Reader  mind,  and  he  may  fee  how  Men  have  enquir¬ 
ed  of  the  Lord  by  motional  Voices  in  the  Mind,  by  that  Spirit  of 
Faith  which  is  gotten  by  Revelation,  which  is  called  the  Spirit  of 
God. 

In  the  Time  of  the  Law  of  Mofcs^  the  Ephod  was  a  ftanding 
Rule,  for  to  enquire  of  God  for  good  or  bad  Succels.  Now  there 
was  no  Man  could  tell  what  the  Event  would  be  that  looked  upon 
the  Ephod,  but  fuch  Men  as  had  the  Spirit  of  Revelation  and  Pro¬ 
phecy  in  them  *,  as  "David  and  the  High  Prieft,  as  foon  as  ever  they 
looked  upon  the  Ephod,  they  could  tell  whether  they  Ihould  pro- 
Iper  in  Battle  or  not  \  but  if  any  other  Man  which  had  not  the  Spirit 
of  Revelation  and  Prophecy  fhouldlook  upon  the  Ephod,  they  could 
tell  nothing  by  it* 

Though 
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Though  the  Ephod  was  appointed  of  God,  on  purpofe  to  enquire 
ofGod,  yet  none  could  find  out  God’s  Mind,  but  fuch  Men  aforefaid  ^ 
for  as  foon  as  ever  David  or  the  High-Priefl:  looked  upon  the  Ephod, 
they  could  tell  what  the  Event  would  be,  as  may  be  feen,  i  Sam.xxiii 

9‘  how  David  called  for  the  Ephod  and  Abiathar  the  Prielt  to 
bring  it  to  enquire  of  the  Lord. 

^Yet  God  never  Ipake  to  them  by  Voice,  yet  they  had  motional 
^Voices  in  themfelves  in  their  Hearts,  affuring  them  that  they  pro¬ 
sper  or  not  profper-,  yet  God  never  appeared  himfelf,  nor  any  Angel, 
neither  did  God  fpeak  by  any  Voice,  yet  they  are  bid  to  go  and  pro¬ 
fper,  as  if  they  had  heard  fome  Voice  by  looking  upon  the  Hphod, 
fo  that  thofe  Voices  that  bid  them  go  and  profper,  they  were  motio¬ 
nal  Voices  that  did  arife  from  the  Revelation  and  Spirit  of  Pro¬ 
phecy  within  them  by  that  Skill  they  had  in  the  Ephod,  which  was 
appointed  of  God  for  that  Purpofe.  So  that  all  David^s  Voices,  and 
the  High-Priefi:  Voices,  that  were  motional  Voices,  yet  called  the 
Voice  of  God,  becaufe  they  did  arife  from  the  Seed,  of  Faith  in  Da^ 
'vid  and  others,  which  is  the  Divine  Nature  of  God,  therefore  called 
the  Spirit  of  God. 

For  this  I  lay,  if  Saul  had  not  loE  that  Spirit  of  Prophecy  by  his 
Difobedience,  as  he  once  had,  when  the  good  Spirit  departed  from 
him,  he  might  have  enquired  of  the  Ephod,  and  have  been  ani  wered 
with  a  motional  Voice  by  the  Ephod,  as  he  was  by  enquiring  of  a 
Witch, 

For  the  Spirit  oE Samuel  did  fpeak  no  rnore  to  Saul^  then  the  Spirit 
of  God  did  fpeak  to  David,  they  were  both  motional  Voices  that  did 
arife  from  their  two  Seeds  the  oneVoice  fpake  Peace  andDeliverance, 
and  the  other  fpake  Wrath  and  Deftruflion  *,  the  one  did  enquire  in 
the  Way  that  God  did  appoint,  even  of  the  Ephod,  or  of  the  Lord’s 
Prophets*,  the  other  did  enquire  of  that  which  was  forbidden,  and 
forfook  the  Lord  and  his  Prophets,  and  went  to  a  Witch  to  enquire  : 
It  was  becaufe  one  was  the  Seed  of  Adam^  which  is  the  Seed  of  God, 
and  fo  chofen  of  God  in  Mercy,  even  David  *,  and  the  other  was  the 
Seed  of  the  Serpent,  even  the  Devil,  who  was  chofen  King  in  God’s 
Wrath  even  Saul. 

This  is  the  true  Interpretation  of  thofe  Voices  that  Samuel  Ipake  to 
Sauly  and  of  his  being  raifed  by  the  Witch  of  Endor, 

Therefore  you  that  can  underhand  thefe  things  as  aforementioned, 
you  may  fee  how  the  whole  World  lieth  in  Darknefs,  and  are  cheated 
of  their  Senle  and  Reafon  by  this  lying  and  vain  Imagination,  to 
believe  that  Spirits  can  be  without  Bodies,  or  that  Spirits  can  be  raifed 

without 
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Without  Bodies,  or  that  Spirits  can  Ipeak  without  Bodies,  or  that 
Spirits  departed  can  afTume  any  Shapes  afterwards  ;  thefe  Things  and 
many  more  are  produced  by  the  dark  Imagination  of  the  Heart  of 
Man  :  And  if  the  Reader  hath  any  true  Light  of  Faith  in  him,  he  may 
underhand  the  Interpretation  I  have  given  of  the  Witch  of  Endor^ 
and  how  a  Familiar  Spirit  is  produced  or  begotten  in  them,  and  be 
fatisfied  in  his  Mind  as  to  that  Matter  *,  fo  much  concerning  thofe 
Words  in  Samuel  aforementioned. 


CHAP.  VII. 


Again,  it  is  fald,  if  a.  vill*  29.  the  Prophet  fpeaking  there  to 
unbelieving  Ifraelites  that  did  not  believe  the  Word  of  the  Lord 
through  the  Prophets  Mouths,  concerning  the  Deftru^Hon  that  fheuld 
come  upon  Ifrael  *,  this  Judgment  did  the  Lord  threaten  by  the 
Mouth  of  his  Prophet  Ifaiah  to  bring  upon  Ifrael  for  their  Unbelief  5 
and  this  Prophet  feeing  the  People  would  not  hearken  unto  the  Voice 
of  the  Lord’s  Prophets,  nor  inquire  of  them,  but  altogether  per- 
fecuted  them  as  falfe  Prophets,  Deceivers  and  Liers,  and  the  In¬ 
clination  of  their  Hearts  was  more  willing  and  defirous  to  enquire  of 
a  Witch  or  Wizard,  who  had  a  Familiar  Spirit  then  of  the  Prophet 
of  the  Lord,  as  you  may  fee  Chapter  and  Verfe  above* written  *,  the 
Words  are  thefe  as  followeth. 

And  whefp  they  (hail  fay  unto  you^  feek  unto  them  that  have  Familiar 
Spirits^  and  unto  VViz^ards  that  peep  and  that  mutter^  fhould  not  a  People 
feek  unto  their  God  for  the  living  to  the  dead.  The  Meaning  of 
thele  Words  is  this,  that  unbelieving  Men  do  think  and  believe 
that  Witches  and  Wizards  who  hath  a  Familiar  Spirit,  can  rife  out 
of  the  Ground  where  dead  Men  were  buried,  living  Spirits  with¬ 
out  Bodies  that  can  reveal  Things  unto  them,  by  that  motional 
Voice  that  doth  proceed  from  thefe  Familiar  Spirits,  which  doth  peep 
and  mutter. 

That  is,  the  Whifperings  that  proceeds  from  this  Familiar  Spirit, 
that  is  begotten  by  the  Imagination  of  Reafon  the  Father,  and  the 
Seed  of  Reafon  the  Mother, as  1  faid  before,  is  that  motional  Voice  all 
Witches  and  Wizards  have,  whereby  they  peep  and  mutter  in  them- 
lelves,  as  if  they  did  hear  Voices  and  fee  Shapes,  and  living  Spirits 
arife  out  of  the  Ground,  as  the  Witch  En dor  faid  to:¥A^%>Sauf 
'She  faw  Gods  afeend  out  of  the  earth*  When  as  there  was  no  Spirit  nor 
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Shape  came  out  of  the  Ground  at  all,  but  the  Gods  fhe  faw  afcend 
out  of  the  Earth  came  out  of  her  own  Imagination,  even  that  Familiar 
Spirit  begotten  in  her, it  feemed  unto  her  as  if  it  did  afcend  out  of  the 
Earth,  but  thofe  Gods  fhe  faid  fhe  faw  afcend  out  of  the  Earth,  they 
afcended  out  of  her  own  Imagination,  and  Saul  believed  her,  and  fo 
was  Partakers  with  her, and  he  did  believe  that  flie  had  raifed 
Spirit  out  of  the  Earth,  as  the  Witch  had  faid. 

And  this  is  to  be  minded  by  the  Reader,  that  when  Spirits  are  to 
be  raifed  by  Witches,  her  Familiar  Spirit  always  arifeth  out  of  her 
own  felf,  even  from  the  Seed  of  Realbn  and  Imagination  of  her  own 
Heart,  whereby  flie  doth  hear  Voices  within  her,  whifpering  low 
Voices,  as  if  fome  other  Spirits  without  her  did  fpake  with  a  low 
Voice  unto  her,  and  prefent  Shapes  unto  her  dazled  Eyes,  which 
feemeth  to  the  Witch  to  be  real  Voices  of  a  Spirit  without  her,  and 
a  real  Shape  without  her  when  as  in  Deed  and  in  Truth,  itariieth 
out  of  her  own  felf,  even  from  the  Seed  ofReafon,  and  Imagination 
of  her  own  Heart,  whereby  ilie  doth  hear  Voices  within  her,  whif¬ 
pering  low  Voices,  as  if  fome  other  Spirit  without  her  did  fpeak  with 
a  low  Voice  to  her,  and  prefent  Shapes  to  her  dazled  Eyes,  which 
leemeth  to  the  Witch  to  be  a  real  Voice  of  a  Spirit  without  her,  and 
a  real  Shape  without  her,  when  as  in  Deed  and  in  Truth  it  is  no¬ 
thing  elfe  but  a  motional  Voice  begotten  in  her  felf,  and  Shapes  be¬ 
gotten  in  her  felf,  by  the  Imagination  in  the  Womb  of  Reafonas 
aforefaid,  which  is  that  Familiar  Spirit. 

Which  is  that  Familiar  Spirit  fhe  doth  deal  with,  flie  thinking  it 
is  from  fome  Spirit  without  her,  fhe  not  knowing  ft  is  begotten  in 
her-,  and  this  Familiar  Spirit  begotten  in  her,  it  whifpers  within  her 
with  a  low  motional  Voice,  as  if  fome  Spirit  did  whilper  out  of  the 
Ground.  According  to  that  faying  of  the  Prophet,  Ifa.xxitm  4-  con- 
cerning  the  Deftrudion  or  Judgment  of  God  upon  Jerufalem  ^  the 
Words  are  thefe,  jlnd'thou.'flo^lt  hs  brought  down  and  f) alt  fpeak  out  of 
the  Ground^  and  thy  Speech  fhall  be  low  out  of  the  Du  and  thy  P^oice  fall 
be  as  one  that  hath  a  Familiar  Spirit  out  of  the  Ground^  and  thy  Speech  fall 
whifper  out  of  the  Dujl, 

As  if  the  Prophet  fhould  fay.  Seeing  you  have  refufed  to  hearken 
to  the  Voice  of  the  Prophets,  which  hath  declared  the  Mind  of  the 
God  of  Jfrael  openly  with  a  loud  Voice  ^  you  have  heard  them  fpeak 
plain  Words  with  your  Ears,  but  you  have  not  believed  they  fpoke 
Truth  unto  you  ^  therefore  you  have  rejefled  the  Word  of  the  Lord 
by  his  Prophets,  and  have  perfecuted  and  Rain  fome  of  them  as  falfe 
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Prophets,  becaule  they  fpake  unto  you  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord,  as 
It  was  revealed  by  the  Spirit  of  Revelation  in  them. 

They  fpake  plain  Words  unto  you,  as  might  be  heard  to  the  out¬ 
ward  Ear  by  the  Standers-by  ;  they  were  vifible  Men  that  fpake  un¬ 
to  you,  fb  that  you  need  not  to  enquire  after  any  that  hath  a  Familiar 
Spirit,  who  fpeaketh  fo  foftly  and  fo  low,  that  no  Standers-by  can 
hear  this  Familiar  Spirit  fpeak,  but  he  or  fhe  that  hath  it. 

But  as  for  plain  Words  openly  declared  by  the  Prophets,  and 
publickly  heard  by  the  outward  Ear,  thele  you  have  rejefled,  de- 
fpifed,  perfecuted,  and  counted  them  Liars,  Deceivers,  falfe  Pro¬ 
phets,  and  fuch  like :  Therefore  God  hath  given  you  over  to  Erong 
Deluhons,  to  enquire  of  a  Witch,  who  makes  you  believe  that  Spi¬ 
rits  may  be  raifed  out  of  the  Ground,  and  that  Spirits  do  come  out 
of  the  Duft,  and  whifper  to  the  Witch  with  a  low  Voice,  that  none 
can  hear  but  her  felf  So  that  thofe  that  enquire  do  believe  as  King 
Saul  did,  that  a  Familiar  Spirit  can  enter  into  the  Duft  or  Ground, 
and  bring  up  another  Man’s  Spirit  that  is  dead  without  its  Body, 
and  fo  their  two  Spirits  whifper  fo  low  together,  that  none  can  hear 
that  Eands  by,  nor  tell  what  this  Spirit  that  is  raifed  did  fay,  nor 
whether  the  Spirit  fo  raifed  is  gone  into  the  Body  again,  or  into  the 
Ground  from  whence  the  Witch  faid  it  was  raifed  ;  which  Spirit 
that  is  faid  to  be  raifed,  or  faid  to  fpeak  out  of  the  Ground,  I  fay,  it 
was  raifed  out  of  the  Witches  own  Body,  and  no  where  elfe^  and 
thofe  low  Voices  and  Whifperings  were  both  within  her,  and  not 
without  her. 


CHAP.  VIII. 


NO  W  how  a  Man  may  be  faid  to  be  brought  down,  and  fliall 
fpeak  out  of  the  Ground,  and  their  Speech  fliall  be  low  out 
of  the  Duft  :  The  Meaning  is,  when  a  particular  Man  or  Woman, 
or  a  People  or  Nation,  be  in  the  fame  Diftrefs  and  Condition  as 
King  Saul  was  *,  that  is,  in  Danger  of  looftng  his  Grown  and  King¬ 
dom,  his  natural  Life  ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  his  Soul  is  tormented 
with  the  Fear  of  eternal  Death ;  this  maketh  the  Heart  of  Man  to 
melt  in  him  •,  it  makes  his  Speech  to  grow  weak  and  feeble,  fo  that 
his  Speech  can  hardly  be  heard  \  it  is  even  as  if  a  Man  did  fpeak  out 
of  Death,  or  out  of  the  Ground. 


A  Man 
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A  Man  with  the  Extremity  of  outward  and  inward  Trouble,  he  ^ 
becomes  Speechlefs,  yet  he  fpeaks  in  his  Thoughts,  but  fo  low,  that  . 4  -" 
none  that  hands  by  can  hear  or  tell  what  he  faith.  This  many  can 
experience,  that  have  feen  their  Friend  or  Relation  in  this  Condi- 
tion  *,  this  is  like  fpea king  out  of  the  Ground,  and  low  out  of  the  ""  - 

Duft.  And  the  Voice  of  every  fuch  troubled  Soul,  who  hath  the 
Plagues  of  this  Life,  and  the  Horror  of  Confcience  as  to  the  Life  to 
come,  as  King  Saul  had  the  Voice  fuch  People  have,  is  as  one  that 
hath  a  Familiar  Spirit  out  of  the  Ground,  and  their  Speech  ihall  be 
as  if  one  did  whifper  out  of  the  Dufl. 

This  Place  of  Scripture  hath  the  fame  Meaning  as  the  Place  be- 
fore-mentioned,//^.  viii.  ip.  where  fuch  as  King  Saul  was,  are  bade 
to  feekunto  them  that  have  Familiar  Spirits,  and  unto  Wizards,  that 
peep  and  mutter,  (that  is)  that  whifper  out  of  the  Ground  -  for 
whifper,  peep,  and  mutter,  fignifies  all  one  Thing. 

^  Thele  Things  did  Manajfeh^  i  Kings  xxi.  6,  he  dealt  with  Fami¬ 
liar  Spirits,  and  did  great  Abominations  ^  he  made  his  Sons  to  pals 
thorough  the  Fire,  in  offering  them  up  a  Sacrifice  to  an  unknown 
Devil,  which  he  thought  was  God  ^  and  this  he  did  by  the  Whif- 
perings  of  the  Familiar  Spirit  within  him,  and  being  acquainted 
with  others,  who  were  known  to  have  Familiar  Spirits  alfo.  And 
fo  did  feveral  other  Kings  of  Ifrael  deal  with  Familiar  Spirits,  and 
had  thole  low  whifpering  Voices  in  themfelves,  as  if  Spirits  had 
rifen  out  of  the  Ground,  or  from  the  Duft  to  fpeak  unto  them  y  and,  , 
this  they  did  attain  unto  by  Induftry,  in  that  they  forfook  the  Words  "  ^ 

of  the  Prophets,  and  would  not  hearken  unto  them,  but  gave  them- 
felves  up  to  follow  the  Imaginations  of  their  own  Hearts  y  imagining  A  ■  ' 
they  might  as  well  know  God,  and  what  Worfhip  would  pleale  God  ' 
as  well  as  the  Prophets  *,  therefore  why  Ihould  we,  being  Kings,'5' 
hearken  unto  fuch  mean  inferiour  Men  as  thefe  ?  May  not  we  by  our  ^  ' 

Familiar  Spirit  as  well  know  God,  and  what  Worlhip  will  pleale^ 
him  by  our  Familiar  Spirit,  as  the  Prophets  do  by  the  Spirit  of  Pro- 
phecy  ?  Why  ihould  we  be  in  fuch  Bondage,  that  we.  can  do 
thing  but  what  they  fay,  the  Lord  commands  us  to  do  ?  So  the  Ima-  ^4-/  ^ 
gination  faith,  Come,  we  will  not  be  tied  up  thus,  we  will 
what  our  Familiar  Spirit  begotten  in  us  will  do  \  we  will  ereT  and  y,^^ c 
build  Altars  in  feveral  Places,  and  facrifice  Bullocks  and  Lambs  to  an 
unknown  God  ^  and  lb  by  this  Means  they  procure  in  themlelves  low 
motional  Voices,  which  whifper  in  themfelves,  which  becomes  in 
them  a  Familiar  Spirit,is  produced  in  themfelves:  And  there  is  a  more 
Increafe  of  low  motional  Voices,  which  doth  whifper  in  the  Mind, 

moving 
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moving  them  to  a  further  Degree  of  Knowledge,  and  endeavour  after 
more  Voices,  fo  that  to  attain  to  this  diabolical  Wifdom  in  a  more 
high  Meafure.  They  are  moved  by  this  low  Voice  within  them  to 
offer  up  their  ownChildreninSacrifices  to  their  imaginaryGod, which 
they  believe  is  an  invifible  Spirit  without  aBody,which  reveals  thele 
Things  unto  them,  and  whifpers  and  Ipeaks  thofe  Voices  unto  them. 

They  count  nothing  too  dear  for  this  their  imaginary  God, 
no  not  their  own  Sons  and  Daughters,  as  Manajfeh  and  others 
did,  that  made  their  Sons  and  Daughters  pafs  through  the  Fire  as  a 
Sacrifice  to  their  imaginary  God,  thafhad  fpoke  fo  many  Voices  to 
them,  and  had  whifpered  to  them. 

But  all  thefe  Whifperings  and  low  Voices,  and  peeping  of  Spirits 
out  of  the  Ground,  as  they  thought,  1  fay,  they  were  all  within  them  *, 
for  when  they  came  in  any  Trouble,  their  Familiar  Spirit  departs 
from  them,  and  will  not  comfort  them  any  more,-  let  it  be  either  in 
Poor  or  Rich,  nay.  Kings  that  have  dealt  with  Familiar  Spirits, when 
they  have  been  in  Trouble,  all  their  comfort  hath  been  loft,  as  the 
pooreft  Witch  that  is,  as  may  be  feen  by  Manajfeh  and  other  King 
fpoken  of  in  the  Scripture. 

!Now  obferve,  when  God  doth  bring  upon  a  People,  Nation,  or 
particular  Perfon,  fbme  great  Judgment  and  Deftru£lion,  let  it  be 
either  outward  or  inward  in  the  Mind,  when  it  comes  upon  a  People, 
Nation,  or  particular  Perfon,  for  their  Sins  and  Wickednefs  they 
have  committed,  in  forfaking  the  Lord’s  Prophets,  and  dealing  with 
Witches  and  Familiar  Spirits-  as  Saul  forfook  the  Lord  and  went  to 
a  Witch,  and  Mariajfehy  and  feveral  other  Kings  of  Jfrae I y  who  ought 
only  to  have  obeyed  the  Prophets  of  the  Lord  ;  but  they  forfook 
him,  and  enquired  of  Witches  and  Wizards,  and  dealt  with  Familiar 
Spirits  them felves,  and  caufed  the  People  to  worfhip  the  Devil 
(whom  they  imagined  to  be  God  )  inftead  of  the  true  God,  whom 
the  Prophets  would  have  had  them  to  worfliip. 

But  when  this  Punifhment  for'Sin  is  inflided  upon  a  People,  Na¬ 
tion,  or  particular  Perfon,  for  dealing  with  Familiar  Spirits,  and 
worfhipping  of  Devils*,  when  Punifhment  comes,  it  makes  the  Heart 
or  Flearts  to  fail,  for  the  Spirit  is  brought  down  by  this  Judgment 
even  to  Death,  and  fo  goeth  to  the  Ground  *,  fo  that  the  very  Fear,. 
Trouble,  and  Sorrow  of  Heart,  fhall  fpeak  as  it  were  out  of the  Duft, 
or  out  of  Death*,  for  Sin  will  fpeak  out  of  the  Ground,  and  the  Speedi 
of  Death  will  be  lo\y  in  them  that  have  efcaped  the  Deftrudion 
which  others  did  go  through^  for  there  will  be  a  Refemblancein 
thofe  that  have  efcaped,.  how  their^Friends  and  Relations  are  fallen 
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to  the  Ground  or  Duft  of  the  Earth  for  their  Wicicednefs  ,  fb  that 
Sorrow  and  Grief  will  (peak  in  the  Mind  of  thole  that  have  efcaped 
with  a  low  Speech,  even  as  one  doth  who  hath  a  Familiar  Spirit. 

Or  as  if  their  Friends  and  Relations,  the  Remembrance  of  their  De- 
flru£lion  being  taken  away  in  Wrath  for  Sin,  it  fpeaks  a  fmall  low 
Voice  of  Grief  and  Sorrow  in  the  Heart  of  thole  that  are  alive,  even 
as  one  that  hath  a  Familiar  Spirit,  even  a  low  motional  Voice  of  Sor¬ 
row  and  Grief,  and  it  cometh  as  it  were  out  of  the  Ground,  or  out 
of  the  Duft.  ^ 

That  is  the  very  Inftuence  of  Grief  and  Sorrow,  for  their  dead^^^^^'^ 
Friends  and  People*, it  caufeth,  where  Grief  is,  to  hear  as  it  were  low  ^^6 
Voices  and  fmall  Speechesjeven  out  of  the  Ground  or  out  of  the  Duft 
of  the  Earth  :  Juft  as  it  was  with  Cain  in  another  Cale^  the  Lord 
laid  to  Cain,  Thy  Brother's  Blood  crieth  from  the  Ground  for  V^engeance  ^ 
and  fo  the  Blood  of  thole  that  were  llain  under  theAltar  did /row  the 
Ground  cry  for  V'engeance,  as  in  Rev>  vi.  lo.  it  crieth  for  Vengeance  in 
the  Conlciences  of  all  bloody  Perfecutors.  So  in  like  Manner  doth 
the  Death  and  Deftruflion  of  a  People,  who  are  deftroyed  for  wicked 
Idolatry,  as  thofe  were  the  Prophet  Ifaiah  fpeaketh  of,  they  fpake 
from  the  Ground  a  low  Speech  in  the  Confcienceof  thole  that  were 
concerned.  Grief,  Sorrow,  and  Fear  of  the  fame  Punilhment,  and 
fuch  like.  3 i  tfia,  ^ 


C  H  A  P.  IX. 

FOr  where  Grief  and  Sorrow  is  rooted  and  fettled  in  the  Heart, 
it  fpeaketh  with  low  motional  Voices  in  the  Mind ;  that  is, the 
thought  of  Fear  in  the  Mind,  both  of  temporal  LelTes  and  the  Lois 
of  eternal  Peace.  The  Fear  moves  to  and  fro  in  that  Mind,  as  if  it 
were  a  Speech  out  of  the  Ground  ^  for  the  Thoughts  of  the  Heart 
are  low  Voices  which  cannot  be  heard  by  any  but  themfelves. 

-  So  is  it  with  thofe  that  have  a  Familiar  Spirit,  their  Voices  and 
Speech  they  hear  from  Spirits  without  them,  as  if  Spirits  did  fpeak 
to  them  out  of  the  Ground  :  Which  Speech  they  fay  they  hear,  is 
nothing  elfe  but  the  Thoughts  that  pals  to  and  fro  in  their  own 
Minds,  alow  motional  Voice  in  themlelves,  asifSpirits  did  fpeak 
to  them  with  a  low  Voice  out  of  the  Ground,  or  out  of  the  Duft. 
For  their  Faith  is  ftrong,  and  above  all  thole  that  come  to  enquire 
of  a  Witch,  they  do  all  believe  that  Spirits  may  be  raifed  without 
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Bodies  out  of  the  Groufid,  as  the  Witch  doth ;  fo  they  both  do  be- 
lieve,  that  the  Spirit  came  out  of  the  Ground  that  fpake  thofe  low 
Voices  to  the  Witch,  and  (he  tells  it  to  the  other  that  enquire  of  her, 
and  they  believe  her  as  King  Sau/  did. 

So  they  are  wholly  departed  from  the  Lord,  and  believe  a  Lye,  to 
think  that  Spirits  can  be  raifed  out  of  the  Ground  without  Bodies 
,  after  Men  have  been  dead  ^  it  is  a  Thing  God  never  did  ,  we  never 
read  in  Scripture,  that  God  or  his  Prophets  did  ever  raife  any  Spirits 
out  of  the  Ground  without  Bodies  after  they  were  dead^  but  we  read 
in  Scripture,  that  God  and  his  Prophets  have  raifed  fome  from  the 
dead  with  Bodies,  as  that  of  Laz^arus  being  raifed  out  of  the  Ground 
by  Chrift,  and  the  Child  that  was  raifed  from  Death  by  the  Prophet 
Elijahj  and  another  Child  raifed  from  Death  to  Life  by  the  Prophet 
Elijlmy  and  feveral  others  come  forth  out  of  the  Ground  at  the  riling 
again  of  Chrift  from  Death,  as  thofe  Saints  that  did  arife  out  of  the 
Graves,  and  appeared  to  many  that  were  alive  h  rhefe  all  did  arife 
out  of  the  Graves  with  Bodies  after  they  were  dead  and  L^z.arus 
came  forth  out  of  the  Ground  after  he  was  dead,  but  his  Spirit  came- 
not  out  of  the  Ground  without  his  Body,  but  Body  and  Soul  came 
out  of  the  Ground  together. 

For  it  was  always  God'sPraflice  to  raife  Soul  and  Body  together; 
and  becaufe  the  Imagination  of  Reafbn  in  thofe  that  have  a  Familiar 
Spirit  cannot  do  fo,  nor  thofe  that  enquire  of  them,  therefore  they  do 
imagine  that  Spirit  may  be  raifed  out  ofthe  Ground  withoutBodies,or 
affume  a  Shape  and  appear  like  a  Body,  yet  it  fliallbe  of  no  Subfiance,, 
a  Shape  that  can  neither  be  felt  nor  handled  by  the  Hand  of  Man. 

ls5ow  mind,  all  thofe  God  doth  raife  out  ofthe  Ground  after  they 
were  dead,  they  may  be  handled  and  felt,  though  they  be  Spiritual- 
Bodies,  yet  they  may  be  felt  and  handled,  as  Chrift  laid  to  Thomas y. 
Feel  me  and  handle  me  ,  after  he  was  rifen  from  the  dead,  and  Thomas 
laid  his  Fingers  in  the  Pri?7t  of  the  JTailSj  and  on  his  Side-  Yet  Chriflr 
was  at  that  time  a  Spiritual  Body  that  was  rifen  from  the  Dead,  that 
might  be  felt  and  handled,  and  not  a  Spirit  without  a  Body,  as  moff 
People  do  vainly  imagine  that  Spirits  may  be  raifed  without  Bodies.' 

And  as  for  that  Laz^arus  and  others,  that  were  raifed  by  the  Power 
of  God  out  ofthe  Ground  after  they  had  been  dead,  they  had  Bodies- 
as  well  as  Spirits  that  might  be  feen  with  natural  Eyes,^  and  handled 
and  felt  with  natural  Hands.  So  that  God’s  Power  in  railing  the 
Dead,  it  is  no  Cheat the  Creature  is  not  cheated  nor  deceived,  but 
is  fully  fatisfied  in  his  Mind. 

But  for  a  Familiar  Spirit  to  fay  or  tell  People,  they  do  or  can  raife 

Spirits- 
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Spirits  out  of  the  Ground  in  fuch  a  Shape  without  a  feody  or  bodily 
Subftance  ;  or  fhallfay,  they  hear  Voices  from  this  Spirit  fo  raifed, 
is  a  mere  Cheat  to  the  Ignorant  and  Unbelieving,  and  leads  them  into 
the  Pit  of  Darknefs,  and  makes  them  fear  where  no  Fear  is,  and  are 
afraid  of  their  own  Shadows  ^  for  it  is  the  Nature  of  Reafon  the  De¬ 
vil  to  imagine,  that  this  way  of  railing  of  Spirits  without  Bodies,  to 
be  of  a  more  high  Nature  then  to  raife  Spirit  and  Body  together, 
as  God  doth  *,  and  the  Imagination  doth  conceive  it  a  more  greater 
Power,  to  raile  Spirits  without  Bodies  out  of  the  Duft  of  the 
Ground,  than  it  is  to  raife  Spirit  and  Body  together,  as  Chrift  did  ^ 
for  Chrift  always  raifed  Spirit  and  Body  together,  as  the  Scriptures 
do  teftify. 

For  the  Reafon  in  Man  doth  fend  forth  the  Imagination  of  the 
Heart,  the  unclean  Spirit  in  Man  walking  through  dry.  Places,  feek- 
ing  reft  but  can  find  none  ^  the  ignorant  dark  Thoughts  of  the  Ima¬ 
gination  goeth  out  of  a  Man,  to  enquire  of  one  that  hath  a  Fami¬ 
liar  Spirit,  feeking  reft  but  can  find  none,  as  King  Saul  did  :  For 
the  Imagination  of  the  Heart  being  continually  Evil,  it  always 
walketh  through  dry  Places,  where  no  matter  of  Life  is  to  be  had, 
to  quench  the  Thirft  of  Sin  or  a  defiled  Confcience  ^  neither  can  the 
Thoughts  of  Imagination  be  latisfied  with  what  a  Witch  or  a  Fami¬ 
liar  faith  ^  therefore  called  dry  Places :  They  may  be  called  dry,  be- 
caufe  the  Heart  is  never  fatisfied  with  what  a  Witch  faith,  for  fhe 
always  faith  a  Lie. 

To  tell  a  Man  or  Woman,  that  ftie  doth  or  can  raife  Spirits  out  of 
the  Ground  without  Bodies,  as  the  Witch  Endor  did  to  King  Saul^ 
or  that  fhe  did  hear  any  low  Voice  or  Speech  of  Samuel  out  of  the 
Ground,  as  fhe  told  the  King  *,  1  fay,  fhe  did  but  cheat  the  King, 
and  made  him  believe  flie  had  raifed  Samuel^  and  had  heard  him 
fpeak  to  her  with  a  low  Speech  out  of  theGround^vhich  had  revealed 
unto  her  what  fad  Things  would  befal  the  King :  fo  he  believing 
her  Words,  his  Spirit  fainted,  fo  that  no  Strength  was  in  him  *,  when 
as  in  Deed  and  in  Truth,  that  Samuel  flie  faid  fhe  faw  arife  out  of  the 
Earth,  he  did  arife  out  of  her  own  Heart ;  and  that  low  Speech  fhe 
E2l\^  Samuel  fpake,  it  was  all  in  her  felf  by  the  Motions  of  the  Familiar 
Spirit  begotten  in  her.  And  King  Saul  believing  her,  being  Partaker 
of  her  Faith,  Samuel  fpake  a  low  motional  Voice  or  Speech  in  him 
alfo,  he  believing  it  was  Samuel  out  of  the  Earth,  but  it  was 

nothing  elfe  but  the  Voice  of  his  own  guilty  Confcience  within  him- 
felf,  as  it  was  the  Voice  her  Familiar  Spirit  in  her  felf  that  fpake  as 
.aforefaid. 


So 
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.  So  that  the  Meaning  of  the  Prophet  //^^/^^^,Chap.xxix•4•  concerning 
the  Deftru^Hon  of  Jerufdem^  that  Grief  and  Sorrow  of  Mean  fljould  fpeak 
in  themfelves  \  as  if  the  Speech  came  out  of  the  Ground,  becau(e  they 
faw  in  themfelves  nothing  but  Death  and  Deftru^lion  did  approach, 
and  was  like  to  follow  upon,  them  all,  fearing  they  fliould  all  be  de* 
i^royed  by  their  Enemies,  and  (lain  and  fall  to  the  Ground  :  So  that 
Fear  of  Heart  of  Deftru^Hon,  it  fpake  a  low  Speech  in  every  Man’s 
Heart,  even  ‘as  if  it  fpake  out  of  the  Ground,  or  as  one  that  hath  a 
Familiar  Spirit  *,  for  it  is  the  Nature  of  a  Familiar  Spirit  to  fpeak  as’ 
if  the  Speech  did  proceed  from  the  Earth,  and  the  Speech  doth  feem 
to  the  Witch,  and  thole  that  enquire  of  her,'  to  whifper  out  of  the 
Buft  :  When  as  the  Speech  cometh  not  out  of  the  Ground,  neither 
doth  it  whifper  out  of  the  Duft,  as  is  imagined  by  moft  People,  be- 
caule  Ignorance  and  Darknefs  hath  overfpread  the  Minds  of  moft 
People  in  the  World.  But  that  low  Speech  the  Familiar  Spirit  fpeaks 
or  whifpers,  it  is  out  of  her  own  Heart,  even  that  Wifdora  begotten 
by  the  Imagination  in  her  own  Thoughts,  that  fpeaks  as  aforefaid, 
and  no  Spirit  without  her,  as  hath  vainly  been  imagined. 

So  like  wife  the  People  of  the  Jewsy  the  Fear,  Grief,  and  Sorrqw 
of  Heart,  being  begotten  in  them  for  fuch  like  Sins,  as  that  of  Witch¬ 
craft,  Idolatry,  dealing  with  Familiar  Spirits,  caufing  their  Sons  a^d 
Daughters  to  pafs  through  the  Fire  as  burnt  Offerings  and  Sacrifices 
unto  Devils,  which  they  fuppofed  to  be  Gods  ^  thefe  Things  caufed 
their  Hearts  to  fail  and  faint,  and  their  Thoughts  were  troubled 
within  themfelves,  which  caufeth  their  Speech  to  grow  weak  and 
low  within  them,  even  as  if  fome  Familiar  did  fpeak  out  of  the 
Ground,  or  whifper  out  of  the  Duft,  Fear,  Grief,  and  Sorrow  of 
Heart :  But  all  come  out  of  their  own  grieved  Hearts,  who  were 
punillied  for  their  Sins*,  and  not  out  of  the  natural  Ground  or  natural 
Duft,  as  People  do  vainly  imagine.  This  is  the  true  Meaning  of  the 
Prophet’s  Word^,  and  how  Familiar  Spirits  may  be  faid  to  fpeak  out 
of  the  Ground,  and  whilper  out  of  the  Duft. 


CHAP.  X.  > 

Again,  it  hath  been  objected  by  many,  that  Spirits  may  be 
raifed  without  Bodies,  and  that  Spirits  may  be  talked  with 
after  they  have  been  dead  and  buried  ^  and  that|Spirics  have  appeared 
in  a  Shape  to  feveral  People, yet  this  Spirit  fo  appearing  hath  no  Body 
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nor  Subfiance  at  all^neither  can  it  be  felt  or  handled  by  mortal  Man, 
nor  no  immortal  Creature  neither  :  this  is  the  vain  Conceit  of  mod: 
people. 

But  to  fatisfy  the  Reader  in  this,  I  declare^  that  there  is  no  im¬ 
mortal  Spirit  whatfoever,  but  it  hath  a  Spiritual  Body  fuitable  to 
its  Spirit  *,  if  the  Spirit  be  immortal,  the  Body  is  immortal  alfo  :  For 
this  1  fay,  no  Spirit  can  have  any  Being  at  all  without  a  Body,  no 
not  God  himfelf,  who  was  from  Eternity  *,  his  Spirit  could  not  be 
-from  Eternity  without  a  Spiritual  Body,  in  Form  like  Man  ^  they 
were  both  from  Eternity,  and  the  one  was  never  divided  nor  fepara- 
ted  from  the  other,  but  they  were  both  Eternal.  And  further  1  de¬ 
clare,  that  God  was  a  Spiritual  Body  from  Eternity,  in  Form  like  a 
Man  therefore  God  created  Man  in  his  own  Image  and  Likenefs. 
Now  obferve,  if  Man  hath  a  Body  fuitable  to  his  Spirit,  fo  hath  God 
a  Body  fuitable  to  his  Spirit,  elfe  Man  was  not  created  in  his  Image, 
if  God  hath  never  a  Body,  but  is  all  Spirit,  as  People  do  vainly  ima¬ 
gine.  For  this  1  know,  that  God  was  Spirit  and  Body,  in  Form  like 
a  Man,  from  Eternity,  and  his  Spirit  was  never  divided  nor  fepa- 
rated  from  his  Body,  but  they  were  both  Eternal. 

So  likewife  is  it  with  Angels  and  Men,  and  all  other  Creatures ; 
where-ever  the  Spirit  of  Life  is,  there  is  Bodies  of  Life  alfo  ^  let  it  be 
either  in  Spiritual  Bodies,  or  in  Natural  Bodies.  For  if  the  Body 
of  either  of  thefe  be  dead,  the  Spirit  is  dead  alfo  and  if  the  Spirit 
be  dead  either  in  Spiritual  Body  or  Natural  Body,  the  Body  is  dead 
alfo  :  F'or  the  one  cannot  have  any  fenfible  Being  without  the  other. 
And  further  I  fay,  that  they  were  both  together  Spirit  and  Body 
from  Eternity  in  God  the  Creator,  and  he  hath  ordered  and  created 
all  his  Creatures,  both  celeftial  and  terrelfrial,  that  Spirit  and  Body 
Ihould  be  one  living  Being,  and  that  one  fliould  not  fubfift  nor  have 
no  fenfible  being  without  the  other  :  Even  as  God  himfelf  could  not 
enjoy  no  fenfible  Living  being  without  a  Body,  he  knowing  this  in. 
himfelf. 

Therefore  he  created  dll  his  Creatures  Spiritual  and  Natural, with 
Bodies  fuitable  to  their  Spirits, and  Spirits  fuitable  to  their  Bodies^fo 
that  one  might  not  be  divided  nor  feparated  from  the  other  j  for  if 
one  dieth,  the  other  ^dieth  *,  and  if  the  Spirit  live,  the  Body  liveth 
alfo.  For  this  1  fay,  that  if  the  Spirit  of  God  himfelf  could  not  be, 
without  a  Body  from  Eternity,  how  then  is  it  poflible  that  his  Crea¬ 
tures  fhould  have  Spirits  without  Bodies,  feeing  he  himfelf  his  Spirit; 
could  not  have  any  Being  without  his  Body  from  Eternity. 

Bnt  this  Conceit,  that  the  Spirit  or  Soul  of  Mantis  immortal,  and 

cannot 
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cannot  die,  and  may  have  a  Being  without  a  Body,  and  appear  fu 
a  Shape  without  any  Subftance^  this  vain  Conceit  proceeded  Hrft 
from  the  Imagination  of  Reafon  in  Man,  even  from  Cain,  the  firft 
Devil  in  Fleih  and  Bone.  And  this  Imas;ination  in  Cain  his  Pofleritv* 
being  Heathen  Men,  who  had  no  Communion  with  God,  nor  Reve- 
lation  of  Faith,  as  the  Sons  o\Adam  and  the  Sons,  of  Seth^  the  Ge¬ 
neration  of  the  Righteous,  had  •,  they  knew  that  the  Spirit  and  Body 
was  all  one  Subftance. 

But  the  Imagination  of  Reafon,  Cain  his  PoRerity,  the  Heathen 
Opinion,  do  imagine  the  Spirit  of  Man  to  be  immortal,  and  cannot 
die  *,  and  that  Spirits  may  appear  in  Shapes  without  Bodies  *,  and 
that  Spirits  may  go  out  of  the  Body,  and  go  to  Heaven  or  Hell  and 
leave  the  Body  to  be  laid  in  the  Ground,  as  theQuakers  and  others  do. 

And  this  Imagination  of  Reafon  in  Man  hath  created  to  it  felf  a 
new  Creation,  which  God  never  created.  Man  hath  created  and 
made  in  his  Imagination  a  Spirit  without  a  Body,  and  that  this  Spirit 
fo  created  is  immortal,  and  cannot  die,  nor  is  not  capable  of  Death, 
that  it  can  flip  out  of  the  Body,  and  that  it  can  have  a  Being  when 
it  is  gone  out  of  the  Body,  and  appear  in  a  Shape  without  Subftance 
or  hath  Power  to  a^me  what  Shape  it  pleafe,  and  yet  this  5hape, 
it  doth  affume,  fhall  have  no  Subftance  yet  it  fliall  appear  in  a 
Shape  and  fright  People. 

And  the  Imagination  of  Reafon  in  Man  hath  created  Man  in  his 
own  Image  and  Likenefs,  as  God  did  Adam  :  As  thus,  Firft,  he  hath 
conceived  in  his  Imagination,  that  God  is  a  Spirit  without  a  Body. 
Secondly,  he  conceiveth  in  his  Imagination  that  the  Devil  is  a  Spirit 
flying  in  the  Air,  which  can  neither  be  feen  nor  felt ;  yet  this  Devil 
or  Spirit  without  a  Body  doth  tempt  Man  to  Evil,  whereby  Man  is 
punifhed,  and  the  Tempter  he  is  efcaped  away  without  Punifhment. 

Alfo  it  is  conceived  by  the  Imagination,  that  this  Devil  or  Spirit 
is  in  Hell-fire,  and  in  Chains  of  Darknefs,  and  can  go  no  further  then 
God  will  permit  him,  becaufe  his  Chain  is  no  longer  then  God 
hath  limited  him. 

Alfo  it  is  conceived  in  the  Imagination,  notwithftanding  the 
Devil  is  chained,  and  in  Hell-fire  tormented,  yet  he  being  a  Spirit 
without  a  Body,  he  is  fo  fwift  that  he  can  be  in  all  Places  at  one 
Time,  fo  that  he  can  tempt  thoufands  of  Men  and  Women  to  fm 
at  one  and  the  fame  Time,  and  they  themfelves  never  the  wifer,  nor 
know  him  when  he  tempted  them.  All  this  the  imaginary  Devil 
can  do,  and  much  more  •  and  yet  be  in  Hell  fire,  and  tied  in 
a  Chain  at  the  fame  Time,  and  all  but  o.neJDeyii,  a  Spirit  without  a 
^ody*  -----  X  Alfo 
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Alfo  the  Imagination  hath  conceived  that  the  Soul  of  Man  is  a 
Spirit  infufed  or  put  into  the  Body  by  God  himfelf,  and  that  Man 
begets  the  Body,  but  not  the  Soul  or  Life  of  Man,  that  is  conceived 
to  be  imrnortal,  or  a  Spirit  that  is  fo  invifible,  that  cannot  be  feen 
nor  known  what  it  is,  and  that  it  can  live  of  it  felf  when  it  is  gone 
out  of  the  Body. 

Thus  the  Imagination  of  Reafon  the  Devil,  hath  created  its  own 
Soul  in  its  own  Image  and  Likenefs  j  and  this  hath  been  the  Occafion 
of  producing  of  Familiar  Spirits,  and  of  dealing  with  thole  that 
have  a  Familiar  Spirit,  being  conformed  to  the  very  Image  of  the 
Devil.  Many  Things  rnore  of  the  like  Nature  might  be  faid  in  this 
'  Point. 

‘  .  But  here  the  Reader  may  lee  if  there  be  any  true  Light  of  Faith  in 
him,  how  the  Imagination  of  Reafon  in  Man  hath  created  Spirits 
without  Bodies,  and  that  the  Devil  isaBody-lefs  Spirit,  and  in  Hell- 
fire,  and  in  a  Chain  of  Darknefs,  and  yet  at  Liberty  at  the  fame  time 
to  tempt  People  *,  and  in  Hell-fire,  and  yet  out  of  the  Fire  when  he 
pleafeth;,  and  that  he  may  be  called  out  of  Hell,  or  out  of  the  Ground, 
'  when  a  Witch  bv  her  Familiar  Spirit  doth  call  and  that  he  Hiall 
appear  in  any  Shape  they  will  have  him,  yet  he  lhall  have  no  Body 
nor  Subfiance,  but  a  mere  Shadow  ^  yet  this  Shadow  lliall  fpeak  with 
a  low  Voice  or  Speech  out  of  the  Ground  ^as  if  Speech  could  proceed 
'  from  a  Shadow  without  Subfiance. 

So  that  the  Imagination  of  the  Heart  of  Man  hath  created  to  it 
fell  a  Devil,  that  God  never  created  •,  and  the  Imagination  of  Man^s 
Heart  hath  created  his  own  Soul  in  the  Image  and  Likenefs  of  the 
Devil,  that  is  to  fay,  a  Spirit  without  a  Body  ^  and  that  a  Spirit 
without  a  Body  may  be  capable  of  Joy  or  Sorrow  •  and  that  a  Spirit 
may  fubfift  and  have  a  being  in  Joy  or  Sorrow  without  a  Body, 
which  Thing  is  impoifible. 

But  obferve  the  Creation  that  the  Imagination  of  Man  hath  created 
to  himfelf  ^  for  it  is  the  Nature  of  Imagination  ^of  Reafon  the  Devil, 
he  always  creates  Spirits  without  Bo-dies,  but  God  the  Crea: or  he 
always  creates  Spirits  and  Bodies  together,  for  God  never  created  any 
Spirit  without  a  Body,  for  when  God  made  Man  after  his  own  Image 
and  Likenefs,  he  made  him  with  a  Body  as  well  as  a  Spirit,  elfe  Man 
could  not  be  made  in  the  Image  and  Likenefs  of  God,  if  God  had  a 
Body  ofhis  own  as  well  as  a  Spirit. 

So  that  Adam  was  made  or  created  in  the  Image  and  Likenefs  of 
God  *,  for  Adam  had  a  vifible  Body  and  Spirit,  undivided  and  un- 
feparable  one  from  the  other  ^  they  were  but  one  vifible  fenfible  Be¬ 
ing 
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ing,  and  when  the  Life  was  dead  the  Body  was  dead,  and  when  the 
Body  is  really  dead,  the  Spirit  and  Life  was  and  is  dead  alfo  ;  and 
both  are  laid  in  the  Ground  together,  as  is  declared  in  all  our 
Writings,  but  more  efpeciaHy  in  that  Book  entituled,  71? 
of  the  SoiiL 

CHAP.  XI. 

Also  I  do  further  declare,  that  God  did  never  create  any  Spirit 
without  a  Body ,  neither  of  Angels,  nor  Men,  nor  no  other 
.Creat,ure,,ineithet  in  Ifeaven  above,  nor  in  the  Earth  beneath,  nor 
‘the  Waters  under  the  Earth.  There  is  no  Spirit  or  Life  whatfoever 
that  is  created  of  God,  but  it  hath  a  Body  to  that  Life  or  Spirit  ^  but 
if  a  Spirit  have  any  Being  whithout  a  Body,  that  Spirit  is  none  of 
God's  Creation*,  for  God  never  created  any  Spirit  whatfoever  with¬ 
out  a  Body,  as  I  faid  before. 

But  the  Imagination  of  Reafon  in  Man,  which  is  the  Devil,  hath 
created  all  Creatures  in  the  Imagination  to  haveSpirkswithout  Bodies, 
both  of  Angek  above  and  Man  here  on  Earth,  and  all  Creatures  up¬ 
on  the  Earth,  and  in  the  Waters,  that  have  the  Breath  of  Life, 
the  Imagination  of  Reafon  faith,  their  Spirits  may  fubhft  without 
Bodies,  or  go  out  of  thofe  Bodies  they  have,  and  enter  into  other 
Bodies,  and  appear  in  the  Shape  of  a  Body,  and  yet  be  of  no  Sub- 
Rance:  fo  that  the  Devil’s  Creation  is  all  of  Spirits  without  Bodies^ 
and  God’s  Creation  is  all  with  Bodies  and  Spirits  together. 

And  this  Darknefs  hath  overfpread  the  Nature  of  Man  all  the 
World  over,  which  is  the  Occahon  of  that  Opinion  of  Houfes  and 
Places  being  hanted  with  evil  Spirits,  and  Spirits  walking  without 
Bodies,  and  dealing  with  Familiar  Spirits^  that  peep,  and  mutter, 
and  whifper  as  it  were  out  of  the  Ground.  Thefe  Things  and  many 
more  are  produced  by  the  Imagination  of  the  Heart  of  Man,  for  the 
Imagination  of  Man’s  Heart  is  evil,  and  continually  evil  ^  for  it  hath 
given  a  Being  to  Spirits  without  Bodies,  to  fright  it  felf  to  that 
which  hath  no  Being  of  it  felf. 

For  I  declare  and  perfeflly  know,  that  there  is  no  luch  Thing  as 
Spirits  to  walk  without  Bodies;  nor  alTume  any  Shape  after  Death, 
nor  be  railed  out  of  the  Ground  by  any  Witch  or  any  Familiar  Spirit 
whatfoever^  it  is  all  produced  out  of  the  dark  Imagination  of  the 
Heart,-  where  Ignorance  beareth  Rule,„  foii  there  is  no  fuch  Thing 
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Can  be  prefented  but  to  the  Ignorant  and  dark  minded  People. 

Thus  1  have  given  the  Reader  to  underhand  fomething  more  con¬ 
cerning  the  Power  of  Witches,  and  how  they  may  be  faid  to  raife 
Spirits  out  of  the  Ground,  and  from  whence  that  low  Speech  doth 
come,  with  thofe  Scriptures  opened  that  fpeak  as  if  a  Familiar  Spirit 
did  hear  whifpering  out  of  the  Duh. 

Alfo  1  have  given  the  Interpretation  of  that  in  Samuel  concerning 
the  Witch  of  Endor^  and  thofe  Places  of  Scripture  in  Ifaiah  ;  thefe 
Places  are  the  moft  concerning  Spirits  being  raifed  without  Bodies, 
of  any  in  the  Scriptures  *,  but  there  have  been  fome  other  Places  of 
Scriptures,  that  do  feem  to  carry  a  fhew  as  if  Spirits  might’rife  a- 
gain  without  Bodies,  and  1  have  been  defired  by  fome  to  open  thole 
Scriptures  that  feem  to  tend  to  that  Purpole,  though  the  common 
and  general  Objection  amongft  all  People  is,  that  of  the  Witch  of 
Endor  and  King  Saul,  which  1  have  opened  before  ^  yet  for  the  fur¬ 
ther  Satisfa^ion  of  the  Reader,!  lhall  open  and  interprete  the  other 
Places  objeded,  that  feem  to  tend  to  the  fame  thing. 

The  Places  of  Scripture  are  three  ;  the  firft  is  Ifa.  Ixi.  i .  the 
y/ords  are  thefe,  Tl^e  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me^  becaufe  the 
Lord  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  good  Tidings  unto  the  ATeek:  He  hath  fent 
me  to  bind  up  the  Broken-heartedy  to  proclaim  Liberty  to  the  CaptiveSy 

and  the  opening  of  the  Prifon  to  them  that  are  bound - So  Luke  iv.  i8. 

the  Words  in  Luke  are  much  to  the  fame  Purpole,  and  little  Differ¬ 
ence  ^  only  that  which did  prophefy  of,  it  was  fulfilled  by 
Chrift  in  his  time  — —  So  the  firll:  Epiftle  of  Peter  y  Chap.  iii.  and 
1 8,  19,20.  Verles  \  the  Words  are  thefe,  Eor  Chrifi  alfo  hath  once 
fujferedfor  Siny  the  Jufifor  the  Vnjuft  ^  that  he  might  bring  us  to  Gody  be* 
ingput  to  Death  in  the  Flefhy  but  quickened  by  the  Spirit*  Verle  19.  By 
which  alfo  he  went  and  preached  unto  the  Spirits  in  Prifon  :  Verfe'20. 
Which  fometime  were  difohedienty  when  once  the  Long- puffer ing  of  God 
waited  in  the  Days  of  Noah,  while  the  Ark  was  a  preparingy  wherein  few 
(  that  Is  )  eight  Souls  were  faved  by  Water* 


CHAP.  XII. 

AS  for  that  Saying  of  the  Prophet  Ifaiahy  it  was  a  Prophecy  of 
Chrift,  that  he  fhould  be  anointed  to  preach  Glad-tidings, 
unto  the  Meek,  and  that  he  was  fent  to  bind  up  the  Broken-hearted, 
to  proclaim  Liberty  to  the  Captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  Prifon 
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to  them  that  ^re  bound.  This  Prophecy  was  fulfilled  when  he  was 
upon  Earth,  as  may  plainly  appear  by  thole  Words  in  afore¬ 
mentioned. 

Alfo  the  Reader  may  underftand,  that  thele  Places  of  Scripture 
have  no  Relation  at  all  to  the  raifing  of  Spirits  without  Bodies  nor 
of  Spirits  being  in  Prifon,  nor  delivered  out  of  Prifon  by  the  Power 
of  Chrili:  without  Bodies. 

But  the  Meaning  is  this,  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Almighty 
was  upon  Chrift,  and  in  him,  and  did  anoint  him  to  preach  Glad- 
tidings  of  Salvation  to  the  Meek  in  Heart,  who  did  believe  in  him 
and  trufied  in  his  Words;  all  Rich  as  were  broken-hearted,  who 
were  led  Captive  by  the  Error,  Ignorance,  and  Darknefs  of  the 
Mind  ,  he  came  to  proclaim  Liberty  to  the  Spirit  of  Man,^'who  was 
in  Captivity  ;  and  to  open  the  Prifon- door  of  Mens  Hearts. 

For  this  1  fay,  all  Mens  Spirits  by  Nature  are  Riut  up  in  the  Pri¬ 
fon  of  Spiritual  Darknefs  in  the  Mind,  and  are  lead  Captive  by  the 
Ignorance  of  Truth  ;  fo  that  the  Spirit  or  Soul  of  Man  is  Ihut  up 
a  Prifbner  in  the  Body  of  Man,  until  the  true  God  and  Saviour  hath 
been  preached  to  them,  as  it  was  by  Chrift  himlelf,  when  on  Earth 
he  was  anointed  to  preach  Glad- tidings  of  Salvation  ;  and  he 
anointed  his  Apoftles  to  preach  Glad-tidings  of  Peace  to  Men,  and 
to  open  the  Prifon,  and  to  deliver  the  Captive  out  of  Captivity^  and 
to  fee  the  Spirits  of  many  that  were  in  a  Prifon  of  Darknefs  in  their 
own  Minds  go  free  :  This  Prophecy  was  fulfilled  at  that  Time,  by 
Chriit  and  his  ApoRles  in  their  CommiRipn. 

But  the  fame  Captivity  and  Prifon  of  Darknefs  is  now  upon  the 
Spirits  of  all  Men, as  it  was  at  that  Time  :  For  this  I  fay,  and  many  Peo¬ 
ple  can  Witnefs,  that  their  Spirits  have  been  Riutup  Prifoners  in  Spiri¬ 
tual  Darknefs  in  their  own  Bodies,  until  the  true  God  the  Saviour 
hath  been  preached  unto  them  by  his  laft  MefTengers. 

For  this  1  declare,  that  thofe  Words  of  the  Prophet  Ifalah^  they 
were  fpoken  with  Relation  to  a  Spiritual  Liberty,  and  to  a  Spiritual  . 
Captivity,  of  the  Mind  or  Spirit  of  Man,  and  not  to  a  Natural 
Captivity.  Neither  was  it  meant  the  opening  of  the  natural  Prifon 
Doors,  to  them  that  were  bound  by  the  Powers  of  the  Nations^ ;  buc 
the  Doors  of  Mens  Hearts  were  opened  at  the  preaching  of  ChriR 
and  his  ApoRles,  in  that  Light,  and  Life,  and  Salvation  was  preached 
unto  them,  that  whoever  Believed  that  this  Jefus  is  the  Chrift,  the 
Saviour  of  the  World,  fliould  be  faved  and  delivered  from  the  Fear 
of  Eternal  Death  ;  So  that  the  Soul  of  Man  that  was  lead  Captive- 
into  Prifon,  and  bound  ia-Chains  of  Darknefs,  and  ftrong  Doors  lockt 
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fall  to  keep  the  Spirit  of  Men  in  Prifon,  by  the  Works  of  the  Law,' 
and  the  Expounders  of  the  Law  before  Chrift  came,  the  Spirit  of 
Reafon  in  them  did  lead  the  Generality  of  People  their  Spirits  into 
Spiritual  Captivity, and  ihut  them  up  in  Prifon,  and  tied  their  Spirits 
up  in  the  Obfervation  of  the  CeremonialEaw  of  Mofes, 

Which  was  as  Chains  of  Darknefs  :  and  not  only  fo,  but  fhut  the 
Door  of  Hope  upon  them,  fo  that  there  was  no  Hope  to  be  faved  in 
them,  but  by  obferving  the  Lav\raforefaid,  which  Paul  cd\h  beggar^ 
ly  Rudiments^  Gd.  \\u  So  that  this  Spiritual  Captivity,  and  being - 
bound  in  Prifbn,  and  the  Doors  being  ihut,  it  was  the  Spirits  of  Peo¬ 
ple  that  were  Captives  and  Priloners  in  their  own  Bodies,  kept  by 
the  Legal  and  Ceremonial  Righteoufnefsof  the  Law  of  Mofes  ^  and 
when  Chrifi  came  to  preach,  and  to  give  Power  to  his  Apoftles 
to  preach  the  Gofpel,  of  Truth,  both  to  Jew  and  Gentile,  then 
was  the  Door  of  Hope  opened  in  People's  Hearts,  and  many  that 
that  were  bound  in  Prifqn,  whole  Spirits  were  led  Captive,  they 
were  fet  at  Liberty  'from  that  Bondage  of  the  Ceremonial  Law, 
wherein  they  were  bound,  and  brought  out  of  thatPrifon  of  Darknefs 
in  the  Mind,  into  the  glorious  Light  and  Life  of  Faith,  by  the 
preaching  of  Chrift  and  his  Apoftles. 

Then  was  this  Prophecy  of  IfaUh  fulfilled  in  the  Apofties 
Commiftion  \  then  was  Liberty  preached  to  the  Spirits  of  many  that 
V/ ere  bound  and  in  Prifon  in  their  own  Minds,  the  Word  of  Faith 
preached  unto  them,  it  opened  a  Door  of  Hope  of  Deliverance  from 
the  Bondage  of  the  Law  as  aforefaid,  wherewith  they  were  bound  • 
fo  that  by  Faith  they  had  in  Chrift,  their  Chains  fell  off  their  Feet' 
and  Darknefs  of  their  Underftanding  \  fo  that  they  were  at  perfect 
Liberty,  and  delivered  out  of  Prifon,  and  the  Prifon-Door  of  Hope 
in  Chrift  being  opened,  all  true  Believers  in  Chrift  were  fet  at  Liber- 
ty,  free  from  Captivity,  and  out  of  that  Spiritual  Prifon  of  Dark¬ 
nefs  into  the  glorious  Liberty  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  God  for 
ever  and  ever. 

So  is  it  now  in  this  Commiftion  of  the  Spirit,  we  the  Witneftes 
of  the  Spirit  have  preached  Glad- tidings  of  Salvation,  and  have 
opened  the  Prifon-Doors  of  Mens  Hearts,  and  have  let  many  out 
of  that  Spiritual  Prifon,  that  were  bound  to  the  Righteoufnels  fet 
up  by  the  Imagination  of  Realbn  now  in  thele  laft  Days,  who  were 
led  Captive  by  their  own  Traditions,  and  kept  in  Prifon  in  their 
own  Bodies  for  many  Years  *,  but  by  the  Declaration  of  Truth  in  all 
our  Writings  and  our  Speakings,  many  People  have  been  delivered 
out  of  Cap  tivity  andout  of  Prifon,  their  Spirits  have  been  let  loofe 
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out  of  the  Chains  ofnarknefs;  becaufe  the  Door  of  their  Hearts  hath 
been  opened  by  the  Word  of  Faith  in  the  true  God,  which  we  have 
preached  and  written  ^  this  many  can  witnefs  at  this  Day  the  Truth 
of  it.  So  that  now  that  Scripture  is  fulfilled  again  thele  laft  Days  ; 
and  this  is  the  true  Meaning  of  the  Prophet  JJaiahy  in  thofe  Words 
concerning  opening  the  Prifon,  and  giving  Liberty  to  the  Captives 
that  were  imprifoned  in  their  own  Bodies  by  the  Concepcions  of  tliC 
Imaginations  of  their  own  Hearts. 

So  that  there  is  not  the  lead  Colour  or  Ground  from  thofe  Words, 
for  the  Reafjn  of  Man  to  think  that  Spirits  may  be  let  out  of  Prifon 
without  Bodies,  or  that  the  Spiift  of  Chrift  did  Preach  to  any  Spirit 
in.  Prifon  withopC  his  Body.  . 
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AK  D  as  for  thofe  Words  offerer  aforenamed,  where  he  faith, 
Chrifi  TVitsput  to  Death  in  the  Flejh^  but  quickened  by  the  Spirit  by 
which  alfo  he  went  and  preached  irnto  the  Spirits  in  Prifon,  which  fornetirne 
were  Dij obedient,  when  once  the  Lon^-fujferlng  of  God  waited  in  the  Days 
of  Koah,  while  the  Ark  was  a  preparing,  dtc. 

The  Meaning  of  thofe  Words  are  as  followeth  ;  that  Chrifi  was 
put  to  Death  in  the  Body  of  his  own  Fleih,  this  is  confelTed  by  mod: 
People  that  profefs  the  Scriptures  of  Truth,  but  very  few  do  truly 
believe,  that  the  Soul  or  Spirit  of  Chrifi  did  die,  or  was  put  to  Deatla 
at  all,  noTwithflanding  the  Scripture  faith,  that  He  poured  out  his  Soul 
tinto  Death',  t\nd  he  himfelf  laith.  His  Soul  was  heavy  unto  DeathSTheve* 
fore  that  the  Reader  may  underfland  what  is  meant  in  that  Chrifi 
was  put  to  Death  in  the  Flelh  but  quickened  by  the  Spirit  *,  mind, 

I  declare,  that  is  was  the  Soul  or  Spirit  of  Chrifi,  which  was  the 
Godhead-life  that  dwelt  in  that  Body  of  Flefli  and  Bone  of  Chrifi ; 
for,  as  the  Scripture  faith,  In  him  all  the  Fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  dwelt 
Bodily  :  And  this  Godhead-life  that  dwelt* in  the  Body  of  ChriiTs 
Flefh,  it  was  put  to  Death  in  -the  Body  of  Chrift’s  Flefli,  and' 
the  fame  Godheaddife  that  was  put  to  Death  in  the  Bo¬ 
dy  of  his  Flefh.  And  when  Chrift  s- Body  was  crucified  upon  the 
Crofs,  then  was  the  Soul  and  L-ife  of  Chrift,  or  the  Godhead- life  did 
die,  and  was  put  to  Death  in  that  Fiefti  of  Chrift  for  that  Fleih  of 
Chrift  was  God  become  Flefti,  as  the  Scripture-  faith  and  the  Soul 
and  Life  of  Chrift  was  tJie  Soul  and  Life  of  God.  And, 
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When  Chrift  poured  out  his  Soul  unto  Death,  it  was  the  Godhead 
Life  that  was  poured  out  unto  Death*,  fo  that  the  Godhead  Spirit  was 
put  to  Death,  and  did  die  in  the  Flefh  of  Chrift  when  he  was 
Crucified.  But  this  Godhead  Life  which  was  put  to  Death  in  the 
Flelh  of  Chrift,  it  quicken’d  again  where  it  was  put  to  Death,  even  in 
the  fame  Flefii  wheFe  it  was  put  to  Death.  And  in  its  quickening 
again,  it  raifed  the  lame  Flefh  again,  and  fo  fpiritualized  the  fame 
Flelh  that  fulfered,  and  made  it  uncapable  to  fuffer  Death  any  more- 

For  this  I  fay,  no  Spirit  or  Life  that  is  put  to  Death  whatfoever, 
could  pollibly  quicken  again  in  the  fame  Body,  but  the  Life  of  God 
only,  lb  that  Chrilt  mud  needs  be  God  as  well  as  Man  j  for  it  was 
Chrih  that  was  put  to  Death  in  the  Flelh, and  the  fame  Life  that  was 
put  to  Death,  and  did  die,  that  which  did  die  did  quicken  again, 
and  fo  is  called  a  quickening  Spirit. 

Now  obferve,  it  cannot  properly  be  called  a  quickening  Spirit,  if  it 
had  not  been  once  dead  :  For  if  the  Spirit  and  Life  of  Chrilt  did 
not  die,  nor  was  not  dead,  then  I  fay,  there  was  no  need  that  this 
Spirit  and  Life,  Ihould  quicken  again,  for  it  was  always  quick  and 
alive. 

For  the  Spirit  quickening  doth  imply,  a  fenfible  Life  is  quickned 
out  of  an  infenfible  Life  *,  as  a  Child  in  the  Womb  before  it  is  quick, 
it  feeleth  no  Pain,  neither  doth  it  liir  in  the  Womb,  and  the  Midwife 
doth  not  care  to  dellroy  it  to  fave  theWomans  Life,becaufe  the  Child 
was  not  quick,  it  was  an  infenfible  Life,  no  more  capable  of  Pain  then 
there  is  in  Death,  or  a  dead  Lump  of  Earth  ;  but  when  a  Child  is 
quick  in  the  Womb,  it  is  capable  of  Pain,  though  it  hath  not  Strength 
to  exprels  it  to  us  that  are  lirong,yet  it  is  capable  of  Pain,  becaufe  it  is 
quickened  into  a  fenfible  Life,  that  is,  a  living  Soul,  a  living  Spirit, 
and  fo  may  be  called  a  quickened  Spirit  of  Life,  out  of  that  which 
was  dead  ;  yet  by  the  Appointment  of  God  in  his  Creation,  and  the 
Warmnels  of  the  Womb^  there  is  new  Life  or  Spirit  doth  quicken  in 
the  Womb  in  its  Seafon,  according  to  the  Appointment  of  God  when 
he  created  all  Things,  and  placed  a  Law  of  Generation  in  them. 

So  like-wife  the  Spirit  or  Life  of  Chrife  was  put  to  Death  in  his  own 
Body  of  Flelh,  as  aforefaid  *,  and  in  its  Seafon  he  himfelf  had 
appointed  before,  namely  three  Days  and  three  Nights,  this  Spirit  of 
Chrid  fo  put  to  Death,  it  quickened  again  in  the  fame  Flelh  a  new 
and  Glorious  L^fe,  wTich  made  that  Flelh  that  fulferedGlorious  alfo- 

And  this  is  the  true  Interpretation  of  Peter  s  Words,  and  the  Faith 
of  all  true  Believers,  that  the  Spirit,  Life,  and  Soul  of  Chrift  did  die, 
and  was  put  to  Death  in  the  Body  of  his  own  Flelh, that  was  Crucified 
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on  the  Cfofs  by  the  Jews  ;  and  that  the  lame  Spirit  that  was  put  to 
Death,  it  did  quicken  again  out  of  Death  into  a  new  and  Glorious 
Life  by  his  own  Power,  therefore  called  a  quickening  Spirit. 

So  that  here  is  no  Ground  at  all  for  that  vain  Conceit  in  People, 
who  do  believe  that  Spirits  may  be  raifed  without  Bodies,  or  appear 
without  Bodies,  but  altogether  to  the  contrary.  And  as  for  that 
faying  ofPeter^  By  which  alfo  he  went  and  preached  unto  the  Spirits  in 
Brifon^  which  fame  time  were  difvbe  die  nt^  when  once  the  Lon^-fujfcring  of 
Cod  waited  in  the  Days  i^/Noah  while  the  Ark  was  a  preparing* 

Thefe  Words  do  feem  to  carry  fome  fhewjas  if  the  quickeningSpirit 
of  Chrift.  after  he  was  rifen  from  the  Dead,  or  in  the  time  he  did  lie 
in  the  Grave,  as  if  his  Spirit  in  that  Interim  of  Time  went  into  fome 
local  Place  where  Spirits  were  in  Prifon  without  Bodies,  to  preach 
unto  them,  who  had  been  Difobedient  in  the  Days  of  Noah :  This  is 
the  vain  Conceit  of  moft  People  from  thole  Words  of  who  faith. 

By  which  he  went  and  preached  unto  the  Spirits  in  Brifony  as  if  the  Spirits 
of  the  Difobedient  People  in  the  Days  of  Noah  had  been  in  Prifon  in 
fome  local  Place  in  the  Earth  without  Bodies,  who  had  been  departed 
in  the  Days  of  Noah,  in  the  Deftru£tion  of  the  World  by  Water, 

This  the  Imagination  of  Reafon  in  Man  doth  imagine,  that  Spirits 
may  be  Ihut  up  in  Prifon  without  Bodies,  and  that  the  quickening 
Spirit  Chrilt  might  Preach  unto  them  without  a  Body. 

But  the  true  Light  and  Revelation  of  Faith  doth  know  to  the 
contrary,  that  no  Spirits  can  have  any  Being  at  all  without  Bodies, 
neither  of  God,  Angels,  nor  Man,  nor  no  other  living  Creature,  who 
hath  the  Breath  of  Life  in  it. 

But  to  give  the  Interpretation  of  this  Scripture,  that  the  Reader 
may  underhand,  it  is  thus  ^  the  Spirit  of  Chrih,  that  quickened 
from  the  Dead  to  Life  again,  I  fay,  is  the  fame  Spirit  that  preached 
to  the  Spirits  in  Prifon  in  the  Days  of  Noah^  and  the  Spirits  of  the 
difobedient  World  were  in  Prifon  in  their  own  Bodies  in  the  Days 
of  Noahy  as  they  were  when  Chrih  came  upon  Earth,  for  then  he 
opened  the  Prifon  to  them  that  were  bound,  by  preaching  Glad- 
tidings  of  Freedom  to  thofe  that  were  bound,  and  Liberty  to  thole 
Spirits  that  were  in  Captivity. 

Now  (as  I  faid  before)  this  Captivity  is  Spiritual  Captivity, and  to 
be  bound  and  in  Prifon,  it  is  meant  a  Spiritual  Imprifonment  in  the 
Mind,  and  not  a  natural  Imprifonment  of  the  Body.  And  this  I  fay, 
the  very  fame  Spirit  of  Chrift  that  preached  to  the  Jews  when  he  was 
upon  Earth,  did  preach  to  the  old  World  in  the  Days  ofiW^?, 
though  in  a  twofold  Manner, 
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And  as  the  Spirits  of  Men  were  in  Prifon  in  their  o\vn  Ignorance, 
Blindnefs  and  Darknefs  of  Underflandings,  in  that  they  were  led 
Captives  and  Prifoners  by  their  wicked  and  unnatural  Lufts  in  theDays 
oCNmI)  :  So  were  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  in  theDaysofChrift  when 
on  Earth,  their  Spirits  were  led  Captive,  and  into  the  Prifon  of  Unbe¬ 
lief  and  Perfecution  of  the  Lord  of  Life, in  that  their  Fathers  perfecu- 
ted  theLord’s  Prophets  and  Meffengers  he  did  fend;  fo  did  thefe  Jews 
perlecute  the  Lord  himfelf,  when  he  preached  to  their  Spirits  that 
were  in  Prifon,  and  led  Captives  by  their  wicked  murdering  Wills  into 
the  Prifonof  Unbelief ;  for  he  did'preachwhen  on  Earth,  thatwholo- 
ever  did  believe  in  him  lliould  be  faved.  And  as  many  as  did  truly 
believe  in  him,  their  Spirits  were  brought  out  of  that  Captivity  of 
Unbelief,  and  out  of  the  Prifon  of  Darknefs  in  the  Mind,  into  a  glo¬ 
rious  Liberty  and  Light  ofl.lfe  Eternal,  And  thus  did  the  preach- 
ing  of  Chrlll  Spirit  deliver  many  Spirits  of  Men  and  Women  out  of 
Prifon,  in  the  Days  when  he  was  upon  Earth. 

So  likewile  this  quickening  Spirit  of  Chrlft,  it  preached  unto  the 
Spirits  in  Prifon  in  the  Days  of  Noah.  i\  nd  why  were  their  Spirits  in 
Prifon  in  the  Days  of  AWj?  Becaufe  they  were  difobedient.  And 
how  may  they  be  laid  to  be  difobedient  ?  Becaufe  they  did  not  be- 
lievethat  good  Man  Noah,  who  was  a  Preacher  of  Righteoufirefs.  And 
how  did  he  preach  Righteoufnefs  unto  that  wicked  People  ?  In  that 
he. prepared  the  Ark,  and  being  fo  many  as  a  hundred  Years  in  build¬ 
ing, all  that  while  God  is  faid  to  wait  for  their  Repentance,  and  that 
they  might  believe  that  God  would  deflroy  the  World  by  Water. 

But  inftead  of  Repentance  and  believing  they  hardened  their 
Hearts,  and  mocked  at  WmI;  and  the  Ark  ;  fo  that  while  the  Ark 
was  preparing,  God  waited  for  the  People’s  Repentance;  and  all  that 
while  that  Noah  was  building  he  preached  to  the  People,  that  the 
World  would  be  drowned. 

And  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  which  is  the  Spirit  of  God  which  was 
put  to  Death  in  the  Flefli,  but  qu'ckened  by  the  Spirit,  by  which  he 
went  and  preached  unto  the  Spirits  in  Prifon  in  the  Days  of  Noah, 
it  was  the  fame  Spirit  that  inftrufled  Noah  to  build  the  Ark  ;  fo  that 
the  building  of  the  Ark  by  Afonfc, he  being  a  PreacherofRighteoufnefs, 
in  that  he  believed  God,  and  built  it  as  the  Spirit  ofGod  had  com¬ 
manded  and  inftrufted  him  ;  as  God  did  Mofes,  ihewed  him  the  Pat¬ 
tern  of  the  Tabernacle  in  the  Mount. 

And  in  as  much  2.S  DJ^oah  did  obey  the  Commandment  of  the  Lord, 

seconding  as  the  bpiric  of  the  Lord  did  reveal  unto  him,  may  be 
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faid  to  be  a  Preacher  of  Righteoufnefs  \  and  he  doing  all  things  by 
Infpiration  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  which  was  not  at  that  time^ 
made  of  Flefli,  but  in  the  Fulnels  of  time  became  pure  humane 
Fleih,  and  fuffered  the  Pains  of  Death.  /\nd  the  fame  Spirit  that 
fulYered  Death,  that  very  fame  Spirit  that  quickened,  was  that  Spi¬ 
rit  that  preached  to  the  Spirits  in  Prifon  in  the  Days  of  Noah^  as  a- 
forefaid. 

And  the  making  of  the  Ark  by  the  Infpiration  of  God’s  Spirit  in 
the  Sight  of  the  People,  who  were  in  Priion  in  Ignorance  and  Dark- 
nefs  of  Mind,  is  called  by  the  Revelation  of  Faith,  yi  preaching  to 
the  Spirits  in  Prifon  :  So  that  the  Spirit  of  God  in  Noah  may  be  Paid  to 
preach  unto  thofe  Spirits  in  Prifon,  in  the  Days  o?  Noah^  and  that 
there  was  but  eight  Perfons  faved  from  the  Flood. 

So  that  this  Place  of  Scripture  doth  no  way  prove,  that  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Chrifi:  did  ever  preach  to  Spirits  in  Prifon  without  Bodies  j 
neither  did  Chrifi ’s  Spirit  preach  in  the  Days  of  Noah  without  a  Bo¬ 
dy  5  for  he  always  preached  with  a  Body  himfelf,  or  elfe  chofe 
Men  that  have  Bodies,  and  gave  them  Power  to  preach  to  Spirits 
in  Prifon,  and  to  deliver  the  Captives,  and  to  fet  the  Prifoner  at 
Liberty,  and  the  bound  in  Prifon  to  go  free. 

So  that  the  Reader  may  fee  how  and  in  what  Manner  the  Spirit 
of  Chrifi  did  preach  unto  the  Spirits  in  Priion  in  the  Days  of  Noahy 
and  how  their  Spirits  may  be  faid  to  be  in  Prifon,  and  how  their 
Unbelief  in  the  Days  of  Noah  was  called  Difobedience,  to  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  Noah  all  that  while  the  Ark  was  building.  And  being  built 
by  the  Infpiration  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  it  may  and  is  called  the 
preaching  of  Chrift’s  Spirit  to  them  that  were  in  Prifon  in  Spiritual 
Darknefs  in  their  Minds  for  their  Minds  being  darkened,  they 
did  thofe  Things  that  were  unfeemly  ;  yea,  unnatural  as  the  People 
of  Sodom  did.  Now,  were  not  the  Spirits  of  thefe  People  in  Prifon, 
and  led  Captive  of  thofe  unnatural  Lufls,  I  think  no  IbberMan* 
will  deny  yet  thefe  were  thofe  Spirits  in  Prifon  that  Chrifi ’s  Spi¬ 
rit  preach  unto  in  the  Body  of  Noah^  in  the  Days  of  Noah  •  and 
that  there  was  but  eight  Perfons  in  the  Days  of  Noah^  that  were 
faved  from  the  Deflru^lion  by  Water,  by  the  preaching,  of  that 
Spirit  of  God  in  Noah.  This  is  the  true  Interpretation  and  .Meaning 
of  thofe  Words  of  Peter  the  Apoflle  aforementioned  \  and  how  the 
Spirit  of  Chrifi  went  and  preached  unto  the  Spirits  in  Prifon  in  the 
Days  of  North* 


.  x. 


CHAP. 


3^  A  true  Intterp-eation 

CHAP.  XIV. 

Again,  there  are  fome  other  Places  of  Scripture,  which  fe- 
veral  People  have  obje^ed,  as  if  the  Spirit  or  Soul  of  Man 
might  go  out  of  the  Body,  and  fubfift  in  Blifs  and  fiapphielfs.  or 
in  Mifery  and  a  tormented  Condition,  without  its  Body  it  always 
lived  in  ^  from  that  Place  Luke  xxiih  43.  Jefus  faid  to  tb^  Thief 
on  the  Crols,  keenly  I  fay  unto  thee^  This  Day  jhalt  thou  be  with 
me  in  Faradife*  Now  obferve,  this  no  way  proves  that  the  Thiefs 
Soul  went  out  of  his  Body  into  a  parodifical  Place,  and  lb  efcaped 
fuffering  Death,  or  did  not  die  *,  for  if  the  Soul  of  Chrift  did  die  at 
that  time,  as  is  clear  by  Scripture  it  did  *,  then  the  Soul  and  Life  of 
the  Thief  did  die  allb. 

Then  where  was  the  Paradife  the  Thief’s  Soul,  and  Chriffs  Soul 
that  was  heavy  unto  Death,  where  did  they  go  ?  To  this,  I  fay, 
they  went  to  a  Place  of  reft,  where  all  righteous  Souls  go,  which 
is  to  the  fleep  of  Death,  for  their  was  nothing  did  die  but  the  Souls 
of  them  both  *,  and  the  Paradife  Chrift  and  the  Thief  went  into 
that  Day  they  fuflered  Death,  1  declare  it  was  this,,  that  Chrift  was 
lure  in  himlelf  that  he  ftiould  rife  from  the  Dead  the  third  Day, 
and  afterward  ftiould  enter  into  eternal  Glory  *,  and  this  Affurance 
in  Chrift  that  he  ftiould  rife  again  the  third  Day,  it  was  Paradife 
and  Peace  to  his  Soul,  that  he  ftiould  pafs  through  that  Death,  he 
was  now  to  fuffer  that  very  Day  into  a  new  Life,  that  ftiould  not 
be  capable  to  die  any  more. 

So  likewife  when  the  Thief  did  truly  believe  that  Jeflis  was  the 
Chrift,  the  Saviour  from  eternal  Death  to  thofe  that  did  believe  y 
as  it  is  certain  he  did  when  he  faid,  Lordy  remember  me^  when  thou 
comefi  into  thy  Kingdom  *,  for  he  did  really  believe,  that  Chrift 
would  rife  the  third  Day,  and  that  he  would  raife  him  to  eternal 
Joy  and  Happinefs  at  the  laft  Day  *,  and  the  Thief  dying  in  this 
Faith,  he  entred  into  Peace  of  Mind,  and  had  Reft  and  Freedom 
to  die,  in  Hope  and  full  Affurance  that  Ch*'ift  would  raife  him  up 
Soul  and  Body  to  eternal  Happinefs  at  the  laft  Day. 

And  this  was  that  Paradife  that  Chrift  and  the  Thief  were  in, 
that  very  Day  they  both  fuffered  Death  ^  for  the  Affurance  of  ever- 
lafting  Life  in  a  Man’s  felf  here  in  Mortality,  is  the  Paradife  of 
Peace  in  this  Life.  This  I  know  to  be  true,  and  this  was  the  Para¬ 
dife  Chrift  did  mean  the  Thief  ftiould  be  in  that  very  Day  he  be¬ 
lieved  *, 
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lieved  *,  and  not  that  either  of  their  Souls  w'^ent  out  of  their  Bo¬ 
dies  to  any  other  Place  or  Paradife,  then  what  was  in  their  own 
Bodies,  as  aforefaid. 

In  like  Manner  People  imagine,  that  the  Soul  of  Man  goeth  out 
of  the  Body  at  his  Death,  from  that  Saying  7.  59.  from  thole 
Words  of  Stef  hen  j  when  he  was  ftoned  to  Death,  he  faid,  Lord 
Jefus^  receive  my  Sfirlt*  The  Meaning  is  this,  that  when  any  Man 
died  in  the  true  Faith  of  Chrift,  in  the  Hope  and  full  AlFirance 
that  Chrift  will  raife  him  up  to  eternal  Happinefs  at  the  laft  Day, 
he  commits  his  Spirit  into  the  Hands  of  Chrilh,  knowing  that 
though  he  doth  lole  his  Life  for  Chrift’s  Sake  here,  that  Chrift 
will  raile  it  again,  and  fave  his  Soul  hereafter  \  and  fo  Chrift  may 
be  faid  to  receive  his  Spirit.  For  this  I  rauft  tell  the  Reader,  thac^ 
there  is  not  a  quarter  of  an  Hour’s  time  to  the  Dead  to  his  riling 
again,  no  not  a  Minute  \  for  there  is  no  time  to  the  Dead,  not  a 
Minute  of  an  Hour,  though  a  Man  have  been  dead  five  thoufand 
Years,  yet  it  is  not  a  Minute  of  an  Hour  to  him  that  is  dead. 

For  all  time  belongs  to  the  living  ^  for  after  Death  there  is  no-” 
thing  but  Eternity,  on  the  other  ftde  of  Death  either  eternal  Hap- 
pinels  or  eternal  Milery  :  So  that  when  Men  die,  they  may  be  faid 
to  go  immediately  to  Heaven  or  to  Hell,  .to  Joy  or  Torment,  to  be 
receiv’d  into  Chrift’s  Hands  of  Mercy,  or  into  the  Hands  of  Chrift’s 
Wrath, where  they  lhall  be  tormented  with  theDevjl  andhis Angels, 
yet  lhall  never  lee  the  Devil,  nor  his  Angels,  nor  therafelves,  to  E- 
ternity  ;  as  they  did  not  know  the  Devil  here,  neither  lhall 
they  know  or  lee  him  hereafter,  yet  be  tormented  with  him. 

And  in  this  Senle  a  faithful  Spirit  or  Soul,  rs  Stef  hen  was,  may 
be  faid  to  commit  his  Spirit  into  the  Hands  of  Chrift,  and  thatr 
Chrift  doth  receive  his  Spirit  into  his  Hands,  and  will  raile  it  up  at' 
the  laft  Day,  which  will  not  be  a  Minute  of  an  Hour’s  time  to  the 
Dead,  as  1  (aid  before  j  therefore  let  not  the  Seed  of  Faith  think, 
the  time  long  between  Death  and  the  Salvation  of  their  Souls,  be- 
caufe  fo  mviny  of  the  Faithful  have  been  lo  many  hundred,  Years  in 
the  Grave :  And  let  not  the  wicked  unbelieving  People  com¬ 
fort  themfelves,  that  the  Dead  lhall  never  rife  again,  becauie 
the  Fatliers  are  Dead,  and  the  Prophets  are  dead,  and  we  lee  none 
of  them  rife  again  *,  therefore  we  conclude,  their  Spirits  are  gone  , 
to  Heaven  without  Bodies,  and  the  Spirits  of  the  Wicked  are  gone, 
to  Hell  without  Bodies,  but  a  Minute  ot  an  Hour’s  time  will  decide 
this  Matter,  when  the  dead  are  raifed  :  For  they  ftiall  not  remem¬ 
ber  they  bavfi  been  a  Sleep  in  the  Duft  one  Minute  of  an  Hoar,  ft  r* 
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their  is  no  Remembrance  of  time  in  the  Grave,  Therefore  let 
that  vain  Conceit  that  is  in  moft  People  fall,  of  Spirits  going  to 
God  without  Bodies :  For  I  cam  affare  you  there  is  no  fuch  Thing, 
neither  can  there  he  any  true  Peace  in  that  Conceit.  I  kno  v  it  by 
Faith  now,  and  by  Experience,  foflwasof  that  Opinion  once  my 
felf,  when  I  was  zealous  in  Religion  according  to  the  Puritan  Vv^ ay  ^ 
but  I  knew  no  Scripture  truly,  neither  was  there  one  true  InterprC' 
ter  of  Scripture,  no  not  one  in  thofe  Days,  that  gojdd  hiew  a  Man 
the  true  Righteoufnels  of  God,  or  the  true  Way  to  everlafling  Life. 
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^  HERE  is  another  Place  of  Scripture  that  is  objefled,  that 
feems  as  if  the  Soul  went  out  of  the  Body  when  they  die  ^  as 
in  I  Kings  xvii.  ir.  where  Elijah  prayed,  that  the  Child's  Soul  might 
come  into  him  afrain.  The  Meaning  is  this,  that  Elijah  did  pray  in 
Faith  unto  God,  that  »he  would  aihft  him  in  this  or  other  Things; 
as  in  fliutting  up  the  Heavens  that  it  fnould  not  rain,  and  calling  for 
Fire  from  Heaven  to  deftroy  thofe  two  Captains  and  their  Fifties, 
and  many  other  wonderful  Things  lie  did  ;  lb  he  prayed  unto  God 
to  Erengthen  his  Faith,  fo  that  he  might  have  Power  to  raife  this 
Child’s  Life  out  of  Death  again. 

Therefore  he  Eretched  himfelf  upon  the  Child,  and  prayed  that 
the  Child’s  Soul  might  come  into  him  again  ^  that  is,  that  the 
Child’s  Soul  or  Life  might  quicken  in  theBody  of  theChild  again  i  for 
Elijah  knew  the  Soul  of  the  Child  was  dead,  and  by  the  warm  Flefli 
of  the  Prophet'laid  upon  the  Child’s  dead  Flefh,  and  the  Faith  and 
Prayer  of  the  Prophet  together,  it  begot  Life  in  the  Child  again  ;  Eo 
that  the  Soul  that  was  dead  it  became  Life  in  the  Child  again  ;  and 
that  loTe  that  was  quickened,  it  run  through  the  Veins  of  the 
Childs  Body,  and  fo  the  Child’s  Soul  did  come  into  him  again. 

For  this  1  fay,  if  the  Soul  of  the  Child  had  been  gone  out  of  the 
Body,  then  Elijah  did  not  raife  the  dead  Child  to  Life  again  ;  for 
how  can  a  Man  be  faid  to  be  dead,  when  as  Li^'e  doth  not  die,  but 
dips  out  of  the  Body,  as  moE  People  do  vainly  imagine  ;  but  it  may 
be  clear  to  thofe  whofe  XJnderEandings  are  enlightened,  that  Elijah 
did  raife  the  Child  from  Death  to  Life,  and  that  the  Child’s  Soul 
was  dead  in  its  Body,  and  that  the  Soul  of  the  Child  was  revived 
in  the  Child’s  Body  again  by  the  Power  of  Faith  in  Elijah, 
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And  the  very  fame  thing  was  done  by  the  Prophet  EHfha^  as  in 
2  Kings  iv.  34.  the  Prophet  Eliflja  did  the  fame  thing  to  the  SunAmite 
Woman’s  Son,  he  went  up^  and  lay  upon  the  Child^  and  put  his  Mouth 
upon  his  Mouthy  and  his  Eyes  upon  his  EyeSy  and  his  Hands  upon  his  Hands y 
and  he  firetch  himfelf  upon  tl^c.fhild  j  and  the  Flejh  of  the  Child  waxed 
warnty  and  Elilha  fir  etched  himfelf  upon  the  Child  a  fecond  time :  Here 
the  Reader  may  lee,  that  the  Child  was  dead,  and  by  the  Faith 
and  Prayer,  and  by.  the  Warmneft  of  the  Prophet  Elifia  his  Flefh, 
the  Child  revived  to  Life  again  both  Body  and  Soul.  And  Elifia 
did  ufe  the  fame  Means  and  Way  as  Elijah  did  ?  for  he  went  in  and 
Urut  the  Door,  and  prayed  unto  the  Lord  as  Elijah  did,  and 
flretched  himfelf  upon  the  Child  as  Elijah  did,  and  raile  the  Child 
to  Life  again  by  the  Power  of  Faith. 

Yet  Elifi)a  maketh  no  mention  of  the  Soul  coming  into  the  Ch’ld 
again,  but  he  delivered  the  Body  and  Soul  of  the  Child,  that  were 
both  dead  together,  he  delivered  them  both  alive  together  to  the 
Child’s  Mother.  It  was  the  fame  thing  done  by  Elijahy  only  fome 
difference  in  the  Words,  but  the  Senfe  and  Meaning  is  all  one. 

So  that  the  Reader  may  underRand,  if  any  true  Light  of  Life  b«c 
in  him,  that  the  Soul  of  the  Child  went  not  out  of  its  Body,  but 
died  in  the  Body  ;  and  by  the  Power  of  Faith  in  the  Prophet,  in 
quickened  alive  out  of  Death  in  the  Child’s  Body  again  *,  for  the  Soul 
or  Lite  of  the  Child  never  went  out  of  the  B  )dy  as  is  vainly  imagin’d*, 
but  the  Soul,  Life,  and  Spirit  of  the  Child  was  abfolutely  dead  in 
the  Body,  and  by  the  Power  of  Faith  in  the  Prophet,  the  dead  Soul 
or  Life  of  the  Child  was  quickened  alive  again,  and  cauted  the  Bo¬ 
dy  to  live  alfo.  For  if  the  Woman  Ihould  have  had  the  Soul  of  the 
Child  given  unto  her  without  the  Body,  Ihe  would  have  given  the 
Prophet  no  Thanks  for  raifing  her  Child’s  Soul  without  a  Body  ;  but 
the  Body  and  Soul  being  one  Perfon,  they  were  both  dead  together, 
and  the  Prophet  raifed  them  both  together  alive,  and  the  Woman 
received  them  both  together,  and  rejoy ced  greatly  in  God,,  and  gave 
Honour  to  the  Prophet. 

Thus  in  iliort,  I  have  given  the  true  Interpretation  of  all  thofe 
Scriptures  that  moft  feem,  or  molt  commonly  are  cbjetled  againlt 
the  Mortality  of  the  Soul,  or  to  prove  that  Spirits  do  go  out  of  the 
Body  at  the  time  of  Death,  or  that  Spirits  may  be  railed  without 
Bodies,  or  have  any  Being  without  Bodies,  or  that  a  Spirit  may  ap¬ 
pear  in  a  Shape  without  a  Body,  or  that  a  Spirit  can  alfume  what 
Shape  it  pleaie,  yet  have  no  Body  cr  Subuance. 
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Thefe  things  the  vain  Imagination  of  Reafon  in  Man  hath  created 
in  it  feu,  to  fnght  it  lelf  with,  for  their  is  no*  fuch  thing -as-' Spi¬ 
rits  walking  without  Bodies,  neither  doth  any  Spirit  go  cut  of  the^ 
Body  when  Men  die,  as  is  imagined  by  moh 'People  i,  but  thefe  are  ' 
Fictions  of  Mens  Brains,  created  by  the  Imagination  in  the  da'rk  • 
Minds  of  Men  Hnd  Women,  for  God  never  created  any  fuch  things 
as  I  have  (hewed  before.  '  ' : 


And  as  for  that  faying  of  Solomon^  Eccl.  xli*  7*  Then  jJjall  the  Dufi- 
return  to  the  Earth  as  it  'and  the  Spirit  jhall  return  to  God  who  gave 
it*  His  Meaning  (I  fuppofe)  in  thefe  Words  is,  as  is  generally  con¬ 
ceived  by  ail  People,  die  Bo  dy  to'^'the  I5uR,  and  the  Spirit  returns 
to  God  that  gave  it  when  Men  die^f  But  thefe  Sayings  of  Solomon 
are  no  Scripture,  fot  Solomon  was  no, Scripture  Writer,  for  his  Wri¬ 
tings  were  not  written  by  the  Revelation  of  Faith,  but  by  the  Re¬ 
velation  of  Reafon  *,  yet  it  was  the  pureR  of  Reafon,  and  he  had  the 
greateR  Meafureof  the  Wiidom  of  Reafon,  and  the  Knowledge  of 
^Nature,  of  any  that  was  before  him  fince  Adam^  or  any  that  Riall 
come  after  him. 

Therefore  Gcd  chofe  him  King,  and  gave  him  the  pureR  Wif^ 
do'm  of  Reafon,  according  to  his  DeRre  in  his  Prayer  to  God,  that 
his  Wifdom  might  refemble  Heaven  for  Glory,  as  it  did  \  for  what 
Glory  could  a  King  have  upon  Earth  greater  than  he  had  ?  Which 
was  a  true  Refemblance  of  the  Glory  of  Heaven  \  and  this  Glory 
was  procured  by  that  Power  and  great  Wifdom  of  Reafon  in  him  ; 
yet  for  all  this  he  was  ignorant  of  the  Reveladon  of  Faith,  and  of 
1'piritual  and  heavenly  Things,  ignorant  of  the  true  God,  and  of- 
the  right  Devil,  and  of  fomc  things  in  Nature. 

As  that  the  Spirit  of  a  Man  fhould  return  to  God  that  gave  it 
without  a  Body  *,  when  as  God  never  gave  any  Spirit  to  Man 
without  a  Body,  nor  to  no  other  Creature  :  But  Solomon  being-igno¬ 
rant,  that  the  Spirit  or  Soul  of  Man  is  generated  and  begotten  by 
the  Law  of  Generation  as  well  as  the  Body  *,  this  was  in  the  Crea¬ 
tion  when  God  made  Man  in  his  own  Image,  the  Ignorance  of  this 
caufed  him  to  fpeak  thus  for  he  knew  not  where  the  Spirit  went 
when  the  Body  is  laid  in  the  Earth,  no  more  than  the  learned  Phi- 
iofophersdo,  who  fay,  A  Spirit  cannot  die  as  if  the  Spirit  and 
Life  of  every  Creature  were  the  Spirit  or  Life  of  God,  elfe  they 
think  no  Creature  could  move  and  have  a  Being. 

And  though  Solomon  was  a  wife  Man,  as  the  Fleathen  Philofo- 
phcrs  were  wife  Men  in  Nature  ^  yet  they  were  all  ignorant  in  this 
©ne  thing,  of  the  Law  of  Generation  or  Procreation,  to  increafe 

and 
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and  multiply,  as  God  hatJi  placed  .t'tV  l>jature^  iVie’.c'reated  tlie 
World  in  the  beginning  for  eyery  Creature  as  well  . as  Man, 
were  to  increafe  and  multiply  by  the  Law  of  Generation  and  this 
I  am  fure,  they  begot  Spirit)  Life,  and  Soul  by  Generation,  as  well 
-as  Bodies.  '  .  ; 

But  if  it  be  obje^led,  that  God  breathed  into  Man  the  Breath  of 
Xdfe,  and  he  became  a  living  Soul  j  and  fo  Man’s  Spirit  is  of  a  more 
noble  divine  Life  or  Spirit  than  any  other  Creature. 

To  this  I  fay,  the  Law  of  Generation  to  increafe  and  multiply, 
wa's  placed  in  Man’s  Seed  and  Nature  by  God  the  Creator,  as  in  o- 
ther  Creatures  :  For  this  is  to  be  obferved,  that  did  not  come 

t-o  be  a  living  Soul  by  Generation,-  as  we  do  ever  fmce  but  he  and 
Zve  wercf  firft  made  as  a  Foundation  for  Gerierafion  v  io  that  God 
made  or  created  but  one  Man  and  one  Woman,  all  Men  and  Wo* 
men  that  have  been  generated  and  begotten  ever  fince,  cannot  pro¬ 
perly  be  faid  to  be  made  nor  created,  but  begotten  by  Generaxipa/, 
for  God  never  made  and  created  but  one  Man  apd  one  Woman, ^  all 
btherg  are  generated  and  begotten. 

Therefore  when  Man  begets  a  Son  or. Daughter  in  the 'way  of  Ge-, 
neration,,  he  begets  the  Soul  or  Spirit  of  the  Child  as  well  as  the  Bo¬ 
dy*,  and  the  Soul  or  Spirit, came  out  of  the  Marfs'Loiiis  weYl  as  the 
Body  :■  As  it  was  faid  by  Jkc^h.y  Seveni.y  SquU  came  Ith  aHois  Lein’s  f  K 
lb,  then  that  Spirit  or  Soul  that  is  begotten  by  Generation,  it'rhdif 
and  doth  die:  For  this  1  fay,  God  never  breathed  the  Breath  of 
Life  into  no  Man,  but  into  yldam:  The  Spirit  of  Life  in  all  Aden 
■and  Women  elfe  or  fmce  have  been  generated  and  begotten,  and. 
what  Spirit  and  Soul  of  Man  that, is  generated,  it  doth  die  and  turn 
to  Duft,  till  the  Regeneration,  when  God  lhall  raife  it  again^  'which 
will  not  be  a  Minute  of  an  Hour  to  the  dead  Spirit,  as  I  fiid  before. 
So  it  may  be  clear  to  thole  that  have  the.  true  Light  of  Faith  in 
them,  that  the  Soul  or  Spirit  of  Man  doth  die  as  well  as  the  Body  : 
They  both  came  into  the  World  together  alive,  and  they  ihali  both 
go  out  of  the  World  again  dead,  as  1  have  ihewed  before.  Alfo 
the  Reader  may  fee,  that  thofe  Scriptures  have  been  miRinderhood 
through  the  Ignorance  and  Darknefs  of  Mens  Minds,  to  think  that 
the  Soul  or  Spirit  of  Man  doth  not  die,  but  flips  out  of  the  Body  9 
but  to  imagine  that  Spirits  may  walk  without  Bodies,  01^  that  any 
Witch  can  raife  any  Spirit  without  a  Body  v  and  many  ether  Con¬ 
ceits  that  do  arife  out  of  the  dark  Mind  of  Man',  which  have  been 
grounded  upon  thofe  Scripture  Words  ;  therefore  I  have  given  the 
Interp  etation  of  all  thofe  Places  of  Scripture  that  are  of  moft  Con- 

F  2  cernment, 
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cernnaent,  and  feem  to  bear  fuch  a  Senfe,  as  is  generally  conceived 
among  Profeflbrs  of  the  Scriptures  :  So  that  whoever  underftands 
the  Interpretation,  may  receive  great  Satisfaftion  in  their  Minds  in 
this  Point  •,  fo  much  for  Satisfaction  of  the  Underftanding  in  Heart 
and  for  the  Difcontent  of  the  Ignorant  and  Dark-minded  People,vvho 
believe  by  Tradition  that  their  Spirits  do  not  die,  but  hide  out  of 
the  Body  at  the  time  of  Death  ^  and  if  they  have  been  evil  and 
wicked  Livers,  their  Spirits  do  walk  afterwards,  and  cannot  be  at 
reh.  Thefe  Conceits  have  been  exceeding  brief  in  the  World 
heretofore,  when  People  were  in  Darknefs,  and  fo  is  ftill  where  the 
Darknefs  of  Mind  ruleth. 


CHAP.  XVL 


THEPvE  is  one  thing  more  that  would  be  necefil^.ry  for  the  wile 
in  Heart  to  know,  which  the  Scriptures  ipeak  of  in  feveral 
1  never  heard  any  of  the  Miniftry  tell  what  that  Sataa 
.  IS  the  Scriptures  fpeak  of,  therefore  1  fhall  fpeak  a  Word  or  two  to 
fhew  what  Satan  is,  and  fo  conclude,  i  Chron.  xxl  1.  Satan 
pod  uf  aiainfi^  Ifrael  *,  and  Job  i.  6.  Jnd  Satan  came  alfo  among  them  ^ 
and  Chap.  xxi.  22.  j4nd  the  Lord  [aid  to  Sathan^  From  whence  comeft 
thou  f  And  God  [aid  to  Sat  an  y  Hafi  thou  considered  my  Servant  Job? 
Ezek.  iii.  i.  ^rid  Satan  Standing  at  his  right  Hand-  Mat.  xvi.  23^ 
Get  the  behind  mty  Satan-  Luke  x.  18.  /  beheld  Satan  as  Lightning 
fall  from  Heaven- 

I  xxi.  I.  And  Satan  food  u‘^  againp  Ifrael  y  and 'provoked  Da<* 
vid  to  number  JJrael-  This  Satan  that  provoked  Davidy  it  was  the 
Motions  of  Reafon  in  himfelf, being  lifted  up  in  his  own  MInd,in  that 
he  had  overcome  the  Children  of  Ammony  he  thought  to  make  no¬ 
thing  of  the  Vhilifiines ;  therefore  the  Thoughts  of  his  Heart  moved 
him  to  number  the  People,  to  know  his  Strength.  And  this  Motion 
that  did  arife  in  his  Heart,  it  was  Satan,  it  is  called  Satan,  becaufj 
thofe  Motions  proceed  from  the  Spirit  or  Seed  of  Reafon  in  him.  In 
2  Sam-  xxiv.  1 .  it  is  faid.  The  Anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  againfl 
Ifrael,  and  he  moved  David  againjb  them  to  fayy  Go,  number  Ifrael : 
that  is,  the  Lord  fuffered  the  Motions  of  Reafon  in  David  to  be- 
powerful  and  flrong  in  him,  that  no  Arguments  fhould  di/Twade  him 
from  it,  but  the  People  rnuft  be  numbred  y  and  this  was  that  Satan 
in  Davidy  and  no  Spirit  without  hiin»- 
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So  Jab  i,  5.  'The  Sons  of  God  came  to  prefent  themf elves  before  the  Lord, 
and  Satan  came  alfo  among  them.  To  this  I  fay,  the  Book  of  Job  is 
no  Scripture,  neither  are  Men  to  build  their  P'aith  upon  it,  becaufe 
the  Book  of  Job  was  written  before  Mofes^  therefore  no  Scripture^ 
for  Mofes  his  Writing  is  the  hrft  Foundation  of  Scripture.  Yet  this 
1  do  confefs,  that  Job  was  a  good  and  faithful  Man  *,  and  becaufe  he 
was  afflided  by  Satan,  and  Satan  is  fpoken  of  in  feveral  Places  of 
Scripture,  yet  none  of  them  did  declare  what  this  Satan  is,  there¬ 
fore  I  fliall  declare  now  what  that  Satan  was,  that  came  among  the 
Sons  of  God. 

I  declare,  the  Sons  of  God  they  were  the  Sons  of  Job.,  who  feaff- 
ed  their  three  Sifters,  as  you  may  read.  They  were  called  the  Sons 
of  God,  becaufe  they  were  that  good  and  faithful  Man  JoWs  Sons  ; 
asthe  Sons^  of  Seth  were  called  the  Sons  of  God,  and  they  looked  upo?% 
the  Daughters  of  Men^  and  fare  that  they  roere  fair,  &c.  as  you  may 
read  in  Genefts.  Now  that  Satan  came  amongft  them  when  they 
prefented  themfelves  before  the  Lord,  it  was  the  Spirit  of  Reafoii 
in  Job^s  feven  Sons,  when  they  feafted  their  three  Sifters,  they 
were  moved  in  their  Minds  to  Voluptuoufnefs,  Drunkennefs  and 
Luft,  as  the  reft  of  the  Heathen  were  where  they  lived  *,  fo  that, 
they  did  Wickednefs  in  the  Abfence  of  Job  their  Father  :  And  Job 
fearing  in  their  Wickednefs  his  Sons  had  curled  God  in  their 
Hearts,  as  you  may  fee  in  the  V^erfe  before.  So  Job  caufed  his  Sons 
to  prefent  themfelves  before  the  Lord,  and  to  worfhip  the  Lord,  as 
it  was  the  Manner  for  Job  to  do  in  thofe  times,,  and  Satan  come  with. 
them,  that  is,  the  Spirit  of  Reafbn  in  his  Sons  came  with  them, 
reafoning  in  themfelves  •,  why  fhoald  their  Father  Job  reprove 
them  for  their  Wickedneft  in  their  Feafts^  this  was  that  Satan  that 
came  amongft  them,  for  he  was  in  them,  and  no  other  Satan  buc 
what  was  within  them. 


And  this  is  that  Satan  that  goeth  to  and  fro  in  the  Earth,  ta 
tempt  and  deftroy  thofe  that  are  faithful :  So  that  this  Spirit  of  Rea- 
fon,  this  Satan,  it  goeth  to  and  fro  in  the  Earth,  to  tempt  and  de^ 
ftroy  the  faithful. 

It  was  that  Satan  that  did  motion  the  Sabeans  and  Chatdaans  to 
take  away  Jolt’s  Oxen,  and  flay  his- Servants  as  they  were  plowing;, 
and  fired  the  Sheep,  and  burnt  up  Servants  and  the  Chaldaans 
came  with  a  Band  of  Men,  feeing  Job  fmitten  and  deftroyed  by  the 
Sabeans  •,  and  they  came  with  three  Bands  of  Men,  and  deftroyed 
the  Camels  and  the  reft  of  his  Servants. 


A  true  Interpretation 

For  this  mufl:  be  minded ^  that:  ia  thore  Times  there  was  no  Law^to 
deliver  or  help  the  Innocent,  but  he  that  had  the  drongeft  Sword  car¬ 
ried  the  Day.  And  the  Lord  for  Trial  of  JcFs  Faith  and  Patience, 
and  for  a  Pattern  for  the  Ages  to  come,  he  fuffered  the  Spirit  of  un¬ 
clean  Reafon  in  the  Saheans.  and  Chalda^ns  to  go  to  and  fro  in  the 
Earth,  to  fcir  up  their  People  to  deftroy  Job  and  all  his,  Houle  arid 
Cattle. 

Alfo  God  differed  the  natural  Wind  to  blow  down  the  Houfe 
where  Sons  were  feafting,  and  deftroyed  them  according  to  the 
Dedre  of  the  Spirit  of  unclean  Reafon  in  the  Sabeans  and  Chalde^ans. 
For  the  Sons  of  Job  were  wicked  Children,  though  called  the  Sons 
of  God.  , 

And  lad:  of  all  the  Spirit  of  unclean  Reafon  in  Job's  Wife  was  that 
Satan  that  tempted  Job  to  curie  God  and  die  :  So  that  theVe  isno 
other  Spirit  or  Satan  without  Man  ;  But  that  Satan  fpoken.of  in 
Job,  it  was  the  Spirit  of  unclean  Reafon  in  the  Minds  or  the  Saheans, 
Ch^ldecans^  and  in  Job's  Wife  and  Sons  that  was  the  Satan,' and  ho- 
other. 

And  as  for  thofe  Difputes,  God  had  with  Satan,  and  Satan  with 
God  it  was  nothing  elfe  but  the  Motions  of  Job's  Heart  paffing 
through  his  troubled  Soul,  theSeed  of  Faith  difputed  in  him  for  God; 
perfuading  him  to  be  patient,  and  let  that  have  its  perfect  Work,  and 
lb  Hope  did  increale  in  him  and  the  Seed  of  Reafon,  which  was 
Satan  in  him  as  well  as  in  others,  it  pleaded  againft  God,  Reafon- 
ing  in  him  as  if  God  did  not  do  well  or  judly  by  him,  that  had  been 
fo  righteous  in  his  Life,  orie  who  never  did  no  Wrong  to  his  Neigh¬ 
bour,  but  always  feared  God  yet  that  God  fhould  fulfer  the  wicked 
to  dedroyhis  Cattle  and  Servants,  and  fuller  the  Wind  to  blow  down 
his  Houfe,  and  deftroy  his  Children  and  not  only  fo,  but  fuffer  his 
Body  to  break  out  with  Boils  and  Botches  moft  loathfome,  as  if  he 
had  been  the  greated  Sinner  in  the  World  fo  that  he  thought  that 
God  dealt  more  cruelly  with  him  then  with  any  other  Crejature.  And 
further,  he  thoughts  God  dealt  hardly  with  him,  that  he  would 
neither  take  away  his  Life,  that  he  might  die  out  of  this  troubled 
Mind  and  Pains  of  Body,  nor  redore  him  to  Health.  Thefe  and  fuch 
like  Reafonings  and  thoughts  paded  through  Job's  troubled  Soul  even 
from  the  Spirit  or  seed  of  Reafon  in  him,  which  is  the  Difpute  of 
Satan  :  For  as  the  Seed  of  Faith  in  Job  difputed  for  God  fo  did  the 
Seed  of  Reafon  in  Job  difpute  for  Satan  *,  tor  there  is  no  other  Satan 
but  what  is  in  Man,  as  1  laid  before. 


So 
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So  in  iii.  2.  here  Zacharlab  the  Prophet  law  in  a  Vilion  the 
Redemption  of  the  Seed  of  Faith  by  Chrift  under  the  Type  ofjofhua 
the  Fligh-Prieft,  handing  before  the  Ane^el  of  the  Lord,  and  Satan 
handing  at  his  right  hand  to  refih  him-This  High-Prieft  was  Chrift 
cloathed  with  hlthy  Garments,  when  he  became  Flefh,  when  on. 
Earth  he  appeared  unto  Men,  to  be  clothed  in  filthy  Garments,, 
being  fo  mean,  and  had  not  a  Place  to  lay  his  Head  yet  profefTed  him- 
felf  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  the  High-Prieft  that  iliould  offer  up  him- 
felffor  to  fave  his  People  •,  for  High-Prlefts  in  former  Times  did  ap¬ 
pear  to  the  People  with  rich  and  glorious  Garment^  h  this  High- 
Prieft  doth  appear  to  the  Seed  of  Reafon,  to  be  clothed  in  filthy  Gar¬ 
ments,  not  fit  (as  Reafon  thinks)  to  ftand  before,  the  Angel  of  the^ 
Lord. 

And  this  Satan  that  ftands  as  his  right  Hand  to  reftft  him,  it  was^ 
the  Spirit  of  u’^clean  Reafon  in  thole  Feople-of  the  Jews  when  Chrift 
was  upon  Earth, and  when  that  Devil  that  tempted  Chrift,  fpoken  of 
in  Matthew^  difputed  with  Chrift,  he  refifted  the  High-Prieft,  and 
ftood  at  Chrift’s  right  Hand  at  that  time  ^  and  this  Devil  that  temp¬ 
ted  Chrift,  it  was  a  Man  endued  with  an  high  Pitch  of  Reafon,  and. 
that  Spirit  of  Reafon,  or  Wifdom  of  Reafon,  in  that  Man  that  temp¬ 
ted  Chrift  the  High  Prieft,  it  was  Satan  that  ftrove  to  refill:  Chrift 
in  difpute,  whereupon  Chrift  faid,  Get  thee  hence  Satan^ 

This  Satan  was  a  Man,  and  the  Spirit  of  Reafon  in  this  Man  is 
that  Satan  that  always  relideth  the  Wifdom  of  Faith,  which  is  the^ 
Wifdom  of  God.  But  this  hath  been  more  largely  treated  upon  in 
our  other  Writings,  fo  Illiall  fpeak  no  more  of  that  Devil  and  his^ 
Temptations  here. 

So  in  A^atth.xvhl'^.  Chrift  laid  unto  Teter^  Get  thee  behind  ms' 
Satan*  Here  you  fee  Peter  is  called  Satan,  becaufe  it  was  the  Spirit 
of  Reafon  in  Pftfr  that  faid,  Mafter,  pity  thy  felf:  That  is,  the- 
Thoughts  of  Peter'*s  Heart  they  did  favour  of  theflelhly  part,  that  is, 
thofe  Motions  to  perfuade  Chrift  to  fave  himfelf  from  Death,  they' 
did  arife  from  the  Seed  of  Reafon  in  therefore  called  Satan  •,  for 
there  was  no  new  Spirit  that  came  into  Peter  at  that  time  to  caufe. 
him  to  fpeak  thole  Words,  but  thofe  Words  proceeded  from  the 
Seed  of  Reafon  in  him,  as  aforefaid,  therefore  called  Satan. 

And  wherefoever  that  Expreftion  isufed,  as  Peter  faid  himfelf  in, 
the  Why  hath  Satan  filled  thine  Heart  to  lie  unto  the  Holy 

Chofl  ?  that  is,  why  hath  the  Motions  of  Reafon  in  thee  perfuadedi 
thy  Heart  to  tell  a  Lie,  unto  us,  that  have,  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  us  ? 


So> 


44  Interpretation 

So  the  Reader  may  clearly  fee,  there  is  no  other  Satan  to  tempt 
God  or  Man,  but  the  Motions  and  Words  that  proceed  from  the 
Seed  of  Reafon  in  Man  and  Woman. 

So  in  Luke  X*  l8.  AndChrijk  faid  unto  his  Difcl^les^  I  beheld  Satan 
AS  Lightning  fall  from  He  averts  This  Chrifl:  Ipake,  becaufe  hisDifci- 
pies  rejoyced  that  the  Devils  were  fubje^l:  to  them.  The  Meaning 
of  Chriil:  was,  that  he  faw  the  Spirit  of  Reafon,  that  was  in  the 
Rulers  of  the  fexos^  very  high  in  the  Righteoufnefs  of  the  Law  of. 
Mofes^  even  as  if  they  were  in  Heaven,  thinking  in  them  [elves  that 
none  could  be  more  happy  and  furer  of  Heaven  and  Peace  with  God, 
then  they  that  kept  to  the  Law  of  Mofes. 

’  Now  thrift  knowing  that  this  Righteoufnefs  of  the  JervSj  ftiould 
be  thrown  down  by  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Faith,  which  his  Apoftles 
ihould  preach,  therefore  he  faw  by  Faith  that  the  Spirit  of  Reaion 
in  the  Rulers  of  the  Jews  ihould  fall  like  Lightning  from  Heaven  ; 
and  fo  it  did,  and  the  Difciples  of  Chrift  ihould,  by  the  Doctrine 
and  Righteoufnefs  of  Faith,  tread  upon  Serpents,  and  upon  their 
Perfecution,  and  upon  their  Righteoufnefs  of  the  Law  of  Mofesy 
and  upon  all  that  which  did  fall  like  Lightning  from  Heaven  *,  they 
ftiould  tread  upon  Satan,  that  is,  upon  the  very  W  ifdom  of  Reafon 
the  Devil. 

This  is  the  true  meaning  of  Chrift,  when  he' beheld  Satan  fall 
from  Heaven  like  Lightning,  and  what  Satan  is  fo  much  fpoken  of 
in  Scripture.  Much  more  might  be  faid  to  enlarge  this  Point,  but  I 
have  fpoken  more  already  then  1  did  intend  ^  but  I  fuppofe  there  is 
enough  written  here  in  ftiort  to  fatisfy  thofe,  that  canunderftand  by 
a  little  what  a  great  deal  Means,  And  alfo  People  may  know  when 
they  fpeak  of  Satan  what  Satan  isj  and  when  they  {peak  of  the  De¬ 
vil,  they  may  no  what  the  Devil  is. 

So  much  concerning  the  Interpretation  of  Satan,  and 
the  Conclufton  of  this  Epiftle,  written  by 


Lodomck^  Muggkton, 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowlck 
Muggleton,  to  Mr.  Edward  Fewterriil  of  Chefterfield^ 
ieari/fg  Date  from  hoadoa  March  29.  1660. 

Friendy 

T  Received  your  Letter,  wherein  I  perceive  you  are  a  Man  that 
hath  been  led  through  feveral  Opinions,  yet  not  fuffered  to 
joyn  with  any,  but  have  been  made  to  wait  upon  Jefus  Chrift  the 
only  God  for  Satisfaftion  *,  and  now  it  hath  been  his  great  Love, 
which  he  hath  loved  you,  to  let  you  have  a  Sight  of  thofe  infinite 
Truths,  wri.ten  by  the  Hands  of  his  two  WitnefTes,  and  Lawrence 
C  luxton  ;  wiiich  Writing  of  ours,,!  perceive  by  your  Letter,  have 
given  ou  more  Satisfaclion  than  any  that  ever  you  read  before. 

On!y  this  1  perceive,  that  you  did  and  do  ftill  much  approve  of 
Jacob  Bemon\  Works  *,  and  for  this  Cauie,  becaufe  you  were  as  I  per¬ 
ceive  by  his  Writings,  exhorted  to  refign  your  Will  unto  God’s 
Will,  and  to  come  unto  that  happy  State,  neither  to  Will  or  Defire 
any  thing,  but  to  abide  in  the  Will  of  God,  which  is  Jefus  Chrift, 
into  which  Eftate  the  Lord  did  twice  bring  you  in  fome  Meafure. 

Aifo  you  fay.  That  it  Is  a  hard  thing  to  caft  out  that  Devil  that 
is  in  us,  nor  can  it  be  done  as  we  fay  or  think,  but  by  that  Refxg- 
nation  and  Faith  in  the  true  God. 

Likewife  you  fay,  that  you  were  a  great  Difputant  againfl  all 
Forms  and  formal  Worfhip,  till  the  Lord  filenced  you,  and  did  let 
you  fee  it  was  but  a  vain  Thing  to  wrangle  and  jangle  with  th6 
Devil  more. 

But  I  fhall  pafs  by  part  of  your  Letter,  and  I  fhall  anfwer  you 
to  thofe  things  that  are  of  mofl  Concernment. 

You  fay,  that  there  was  that  Portion  of  Scripture  brought  into 
your  Remembrance  of  his  Promife,  I  will  fend  the  Spirit  of  Truths 
which  fhall  guide  you  into  all  Truth,  and  there  have  you  had  you'r  relf 
repofed. 

In  the  lafl  Place  I  find,  that  you  would  have  fome  Anfwer  to  fome 
Doubts,  concerning  that  Devil  that  doth  appear  to  Witches,  and 
fuck  of  their  Bodies,  and  what  that  is  that  doth  appear  to  Conju¬ 
rers,  and  the  Authors  of  lying  Wonders  of  John  Robins  •,  though  you 
do  believe  there  is  no  Devil  but  Man,  you  do  believe  aifo  that  the 
Soul  of  Man  is  mortal,  and  rauft  needs  die,  and  fo  cannot  appear, 
though  you  thought  otherwife  in  your  Reafon* 

^  f  You 


A  Letter  to  Mr.  Fevvterrill. 


You  lay,  Whether  is  there  a  Spirit  in  Man  that  furviveth  and  is 
allured  by  them,  or  do  they  flir  up  awaking  the  Power  of  the  firft 
fallen  Atigel  through  their  devillihi  Faith,  or  is  thele  Things  from 
their  vain  Imaginations.  If  foj  how  ?  if  not,  what  it  is,  is  your 
Delire  to  know  of  me. 

To  which  I  hiall  give  you  fome  Anfwer  both  to  the  hrH  of  Part 
your  Lecrer,  and  alfo  to  the  latter  Parc  of  it. 

Firfl  you  fiy,  that  you  have  been  made  tq  wait  upon  Jefus  Chrill: 
the  only  God  ;  for  Satisfaflion  thereof,  I  would  have  you  to 
confider,  how  could  you  wait  and  be.  fatisfied  in  the  Belief  of  llich 
a  God  which  you  never  knew.  For  the  Letter  the  Scriptures 
did  never  declare  to  you,  that  Jefus  Chrift  was  the'  only  God,  nei* 
ther  did  God  commiiiionate  no  Prophet  nor  Apoflle  for  to  declare 
it,  though  their  Declarations  was  as  necelTary  to  be  believed  in 
•theii  Time  and  Place,  as  this  Commiflion  of  the  Spirit  ^  which 
Commiilion  of  the  Spirit  hath  deeper  Myfleries  held  forth  in  ic, 
than  the  ocher  tvyo  Commiffions  had  :  For  God  never  did  give  to 
•any  Prophets  or  Apoftles,  the  Knowledge  of  hrs  own  Form  or  Na¬ 
ture  before  he  became  Flefli.  If  they  did  know  it,  they  did  not 
reveal  it.  But  he  hath  given  it  to  his  two  laft  Spiritual  WitnelTes 
and  Prophets,  John  Reeve's  and  Lodowick  Muggleton.,  who  were  thole 
chofen  WifnelTes  of  God,  which  lliould  have  more  Underllanding 
‘of  the  Mind  of  God  in  the  Scriptures,  than  all  Men  in  the  World.  • 

•  Which  Knowledge  of  God’s  Mind  in  the  Scriptures,  doth  conr 
Lift  of  thefe  fix  Beads. 

Firft^  Of  the  Form  and  Nature  of  God  before  he  became  Flelh.. 

Secondly ^  Of  the  Form  and  Nature  of  the  Devil  before  he  be- 
hecamo  Flelh. 

Thirdly ^  Of  the  Place  and  Nature,  of  Heaven. 

Fourthly,  Of  the  Place  and  Nature  of  Bell. 

Fifthly y  Of  the  Nature  and  Perlons  of  Angels.. 

Sixthly y  Of  the  Mortality  of  the  Soul. 

Upon  the  Knowledge  of  thefe  fix  Principles,  depends  the  eter-^ 
nal  Happinefs  of  mairy.  And  the  Knowledge  of  the  two  Seeds,  is. 
thofe  two  Keys  that  doth  open  f hole  two,  namely,  the  ftraic  and 
narrow  Gate-  .-hat  leadeth  unco  Life,  and  the  broad  and  wide  Gate 
that  leadeth  to  Deliruifion.  And  thofe  two  Keys  are  given  unto  us 
two  aforefaid,  which  hath  ihe  Cominilhon  of  the  Spirit  g  veu 
unto  us. 

So  that  t  here  is  no  coming  unto  the  Knowledge  of  the  true  God, 
3ior  the  light  Devil,  but  where  the  Declaration  of  this  Spiritual 
Gommilhon  doth  open  the  Doois.or  Gates  of  Mens  Hearts,  and 

lets,. 
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lets  them  fee  what  Seed  they  are  of,  and  lb  Men  come  to-  know 
the  true  God  and  the  right  Devil.  And  then  a  Man  may  truly  layi> 
that  he  can  reflgn  his  Will  to  God’s  Will,  as  you  i:Ay  Jacob  Demon 
in  his  Writings  doth  declare. 

Yet  this  I  would  have  you  to  know  that  Jacob  Demon  had  no  Per- 
fonal  God  at  all  not  to  refign  his  Will  unto  ,  but  his  God  was  an 
Infinite,  Incomprehenfible,  Formlefs  Spirit,  as  all  the  World  hath. 

Neither  had  his  Devil  a  Perfon  nor  Form  *,  neither  had  his  Angels 
he  fpeaketh  fo  much  of  any  Body  or  Form  at  all,  but  they  were  all 
Spirits  without  Bodies,  which  in  the  Conclufion  was  no  more  but 
fo  many  Letters,  that  is,  three  Letters,  G,  O,  D,  and  fo  of  the 
Devil  and  Angels. 

And  yet  this  Man  would  refign  his  Will  into  God’s  Will,  ancL 
yet  his  God  had  no  Form  nor  Nature  at  all  •,  therefore  they  could 
be  no  Will  in  his  God,  whereby  any  Man  fhould  refign  his  Will 
into  God's  Will  \  whereas  there  can  be  no  Will  in  God,  except  he- 
hath  both  Form  and  Nature. 

And  this  is  that  Will  of  God  which  you  call  Jefus  Chrift,  into, 
which  Eftate  the  Lord  did  twice  bring  you,  which  Efiateof  yours 
in  that  Faith  of  Jacob  Demon  could  not  be  a  true  Efiate,  becaufe 
there  was  not  the  Knowledge  of  the  true  God  •,  and  where  there  is 
not  the  Knowledge  of  the  true  God,  there  cannot  be  the  Knowledge, 
of  the  right  Devils  without  the  Knowledge  of  thefe  two,  there, 
can  be  no  true  lafiing  Peace  in  Man. 

And  as  for  your  being  a  great  Difputant  amoiigfl:  all  formal  Wor« 
(lip,  1  do  not  queftion  the  thing,  becaufe  1  know  that  the  Wifdom. 
cff  Reafon,  which  is  the  Devil,  doth  love,  to  be  uppermoft  in 
Difputes, 

But  how  can  you  lay,  that  the  I.ord  did  Silence  you,  and  made 
you  to  fee  the  Vanity  of  all  Difputes*,  whereas  you  did  not  know 
any  other  God,  but  what  is  generally  believed  on  in  the  vVorld  .5, 
that  is,  an  infinite,  Incomprehenfible  Spirit,  not  minding  whether: 
God  had  any  Nature  or  Form  at  all. 

Therefo  re  it  could  not  be  the  true  Lord  that  did  filence  you^  hut 
but  it  was  fomething  that  did  arife  out  of  your  own  Seed,  which* 
did  ihew  you  the  Vanity  of  all  Dilputes. 

In  the  next  Place  you  fay,  that  tbere  was-brought  into  your  Re«* 
membran  e  that  Portion  of  Scripture  concerning  his  Promife,  that 
he  would  fend  his  Spirit  of  Truths  which  JJwuld  guide  you  into  all 
and  there  have  you  had.) our  reft  repoied^ 

Anfwer;, 
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Anr\ver,That  this  Place  of  Scripture  did  not  belong  unto  you,  nor 
to  any  Man  in  the  World  at  this  Day  \  for  that  Promife  was  given 
only  unto  his  Difciples  ^  which  Difciples  ot  his  to  whom  thofe 
Words  were  fpoken ,  were  afterwards  made  Apoftles  of  Chrift  j  fo 
that  the  Promife  which  Chrift  did  promife  to  his  Difciples  before 
his  Death,  was  that  of  the  Blood  which  was  given  unto  his  Apoftks, 
which  was  called  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  becaule  they  ftiould  witnefs 
unto  the  Truth  ^  that  is,  unto  his  Death  and  Refurre^tion  and 
Afcenfion. 

Therefore  take  Notice  of  this,  that  that  Promife  was  fulfilled 
upon  his  Apoftles  after  he  was  afcended  up  to  Heaven,  as  you  may 
read  in  the  fecond  of  the  Aihs^  and  to  every  Man  that  doth  read 
the  Proinifes,  which  God  did  make  to  his  Commiffionated  Apoftles, 
it  doth  not  belong  to  every  Man  that  doth  read  them,  but  every 
Man  is  to  mind  that  Commiftion  which  he  is  under. 

Therefore  for  you  torepofe  your  Truft  upon  fuch  Promifes  as  was 
given  to  other  Men  in  their  Commiftions,  that  Peace  will  not  en¬ 
dure  to  the  End,  but  will  vanifti  like  Smoke  in  the  Fire. 

In  the  next  Place,  I  ftiall  give  you  fome  Anfwers  to  thole  Doubts, 
which  you  fpake  of  concerning  that  Devil  which  doth  appear  to 
Witches  and  Conjurers,  and  how  thofe  lying  Wonders  were  aded 
by  John  Robins. 

Anfwer,  There  is  a  twofold  Witchcraft,  the  one  is  Natural,  the 
other  is  Spiritual. 

Now  this  natural  Witchcraft  is  afied  by  fuch  as  are  called  Witches 
and  Conjurers.  Now  as  for  thofe  ignorant  Women  which  are 
Witches,  their  Witchcraft  lies  in  their  wicked  Nature,  by  giving 
themfelves  up  to  believe,  that  there  is  no  God  at  all  but  Nature  on¬ 
ly,  and  fo  by  that  ftrong  Faith  that  they  have  in  Nature,  they  have 
Power  over  thofe  whofe  Underftandings  are  of  a  lower  Capacity 
than  themfelves,  and  fo  People  being  ignorant  and  fearful  ot  them, 
doth  many  times  difturb  and  fearch  their  Blood  with  Extremity  of 
Fear,  which  they  have  of  one  that  is  fufpeH:ed  for  a  Witch,  and  fo 
by  tlieir  own  Fear  and  Imagination,  they  come  to  be  bewitched. 
As  a  Man  being  overcharged  with  extream  Grief,  or  being  preven¬ 
ted  by  one  that  he  loves,  he  goes  Diftra^fed  or  runneth  Mad,  which 
is  no  other  but  his  being  bewitched.  And  fo  it  is  with  all  thofe 
that  are  ignorant,  and  over  charged  with  F"ear  ;  and  as  for  thofe 
Children  and  Cattle  that  are  bewitched,  it  is  by  fbme  other  Sor¬ 
cery  which  they  do  ufe  with  Herbs  and  Plants,  and  fome  othet 
things  of  Nature,  they  having  fame  fmall  Knowledge  of  that  Sym- 
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pathy,  and  Influence  the  Stars  ha^e  over  thofe  Bodies  and  Herbs, 
and  fo  mix  their  Faith  and  Experience  together,  pretending  to  do 
all  Manner  of  Good,  but  intendeth  nothing  but  Evil.  So  that  there 
is  no  fuch  thing  as  People  do  vainly  imagine  as  for  Spirits  to  fuck 
Witches,  but  all  the  JDevil  that  isj  is  their  own  dark  Reafoii  *,  and 
that  Spirit  that  doth  bewitch  any  Creature,  it  doth  arife  out  of 
their  own  Imagination  :  And  as  for  Conjurers  and  Magicians,  their 
Reafon  is  more  enlightened  than  the  others  is,  becaufe  they  do  go 
altogether  by  the  Figure,  which  is  an  Art  by  which  the  Reafon  of 
Man  hath  produced  Chara^lers  and  Figures  for  the  feveral  Stars  and 
Planets,  and  fo  they  came  to  imagine  the  Influence  of  thofe  Stars  and 
Planets  upon  the  Bodies  of  Men,  and  many  times  they  do  hit  rightly, 
yet  it  is  flill  but  Witchcraft.  For  it  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  Imagina¬ 
tion  of  Reafon,  that  doth  pry  into  the  Secrets  of  Nature.  And  the 
firfl:  Witchcraft  that  ever  was,  it  was  produced  by  learning  of  Num¬ 
bers  and  Figures  ^  I  fay,  it  was  firfl  from  the  Egyptians  Arts,  and 
from  thence  came  Conjuration,  and  the  Knowledge  of  the  In¬ 
fluence  of  the  -Stars  and  Planets  and  the  Knowledge  of  Phyfick, 
which  are  no  other  in  the  Original  but  Witches,  only  this  their 
Witchcraft  is  more  tolerated  by  the  Power  of  the  Nations  *,  but  I 
am  confident  that  there  is  more  People  in  the  World  bewitched 
with  them,  than  there  is  with  the  other  Sort  of  Witches,  that  is, 
they  are  deceived  both  in  Body,  and  in  Mind,  and  Eftate.  For 
when  a  Man  is  deceived  in  his  Expeflations  and  Faith  which  he  had 
in  that  Art,  he  may  very  well  be  faid  to  be  bewitched :  But  as  for 
railing  Spirits  without  Bodies,  there  is  no  Witch,  no  Conjurer,  or 
Magician,  nor  the  greatefl  Artifl  in  the  World  can  do  ^  neither  can 
anySpirit  afliime  anyBody  but  its  own.  So  much  for  natural  Witches. 

And  for  thole  lying  Signs  and  Wonders  which  Jchn  Robins  did 
aft,  it  was  by  a  more  Spiritual  Witchcraft  ,  his  was  not  by  the 
Knowledge  of  the  Stars,  -though  he  had  fome  Skill  in  that  too,  but 
the  Power  of  his  Witchcraft  did  lye  in  the  afluming  and  taking 
upon  him  the  Title  of  the  Great  God,  as  you  may  read  in  our 
Books  ;  And  fo  that  his  Reafon  being  more  exercifed  in  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  upon  Spiritual  Matters,  becaufe  the  whole  Body  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  doth  conlifl  of  Spiritual  and  Heavenly  Matter^  and  he  having 
more  Knowledge  in  the  Myflery  of  the  Scriptures  at  that  time  than 
all  Men  in  the  World,  therefore  he  had  many  that  did  fall  down 
and  worfliip  him  *,  becaufe  his  Knowledge  in  the  Scriptures,  did  fur- 
pafl  other  Men,  and  fo  produced  Voices  in  himlelf,  and  could  pre- 
fent  lying  Signs  and  Wonders,  unto  all  thofe  that  were  deceived  by 

ff  him. 
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hintj  or  that  whereafraid  of  him  •,  yet  be  did  not  deal  with  Spirits  that, 
had  not  Bodies*,  but  all  that  Wifdom  and  Witchcraft  that  he  did  (hewn 
it  came  or  arofe  out  of  his  own  Spirit  of  Reafon,  which  was  inclofed  in 
his  own  Body. 

And  there  is  the  Influence  of  the  fame  Spirit  of  Witchcraft  doth 
nov/  remain  upon  thofe  People  called  C^akers^  notwithftanding  there 
feeming  Holinefs,  for  they  have  many  Times  fuch  flelhly  Fits  falling  up¬ 
on  them,  Vv^hich  doth  feem  as  if  they  had  the  Falling- Sicknefs,  and  be 
as  Men  dumb,  and  will  not  fpeak  a  Word  for  three  or  four  Hours  toge¬ 
ther,  and  upon  a  Sudden  they  will  break  forth  intoftrong  Language,  as  if 
the  Spirit  did  immediately  move  them  to  fpeak.  This  1  fay,  it  isno:hiiig 
elfebut  an  Influence  of  John  Robins^  Spiritual  Witchcraft,  which  is  pro¬ 
duced  out  of  their  own  Spirit  within  them,  and  not  from  any  Spirit 
which  hath  no  Body  without  them.  And  all  this  is,  they  have  no  Know* 
ledge  of  the  true  God  or  th«  right  Devi). 

Therefore  it  is  that  the  greatefl  Part  of  the  World  doth  lie  under 
Witchcraft,  either  a  Natural  Witchcraft  or  a  Spiritual  Witchcraft,  there 
is  a  very  few  that  is  delivered  from  being  under  one  or  both  of  them  5 
there  is  none  delivered  but  thofe  that  are  come  to  have  Faith  in  this 
Spiritual  Commiflion,  which  is  now  extant  in  the  World  5  for  Faith 
in  it  doth  lead  Men  to  the  Knowle(fge  of  the  true  God  and  the  right  De¬ 
vil,  with  all  thofe  deep  Myfteries  which  doth  depend  on  them,  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  which  doth  free  a  Man  from  all  Witchcraft  whatfoever. 

Therefore  I  would  advife  you  to  read  the  Books  of  ours  called  the 
Divine* Lookmg»G laj for  1  hat  you  may  fee  there,  that  there  can  be  no 
Spirits  without  a  Body,  neither  can  any  Witch  or  Conjurer  raife  any 
Spirit  without  a  Body  :  But  thefe  Conjurers  may  do  through  the  Igno¬ 
rance  *and  Darknefs  of  Man's  Reafon,  and  that  Fear  and  Belief  that  is  in 
the  Ignorant,  they  may  by  their  ignorant  Power  raife  a  Shadow  of  things, 
as  if  they  were  real  Bodies,  or  Spirits  in  the  Shape  of  Bodies*,  as  the 
Egyptians  did  before  Pharaoh  King  of  Egypt^  they  did  feem  to  raife  Frogs 
and  Graflioppers  in  the  Sight  of  Pharaoh  King  of  Egypt  5  but  I  fay,  they 
were  not  real  Frogs  and  Graflioppers,  but  Shadows  of  luch  things,' 
which  as  foon  as  ever  the  Witchcraft  Power  or  Art  was  ov^er, their  Frogs 
and  Graflioppers  were  gone  alfo,  elfe  would  the  King  and  his  People 
been  as  much  troubled  at  thofe  Frogs  which*”tlie  Magicians  did  bring 
upon  their  Land,  as  they  were  with  thofe  which  Mofes  brought  up, 
W'hich  went  into  their  H'jufes.  And  now  if  Mofes  had  not  raifed  Bodies 
as  well  as  Spirits,  or  if  he  had  raifed  Spirits  without  Bodies,  they  would 
have  been  as  little  troubled  at  thofe  things  which  Mjfes  did,  as  they 
were  at  thofe  Shadows  or  feeming  things,  which  the  Magicians  of  Egypt 
did.  There  is  foaiething  more  in  your  Letter  you  feiit  to  me,  but  I 
.  have  not  time  at  prefent  to  anfwer  \  So  refiethyour  Friend^ 

Lodowick  Muggleton, 


FINIS- 


‘J'he  Prophet  Reeve’^  Epifile  to  his  Friend^  difcrvering 
the  daik  Light  of  the  Quakers ;  written  in  the 
7idri  654  September  2offe. 

Ovin^  Friend^  Calling  to  Mind  the  Letter  thou  reaieft  to 
me,  which  was  lent  thee  out  of  the  Country,  I  am  moved 
to  prefent  thefe  Lines  to  the  View  of  thy  ponderous  Spi¬ 
rit  i  for  as  Words  of  Truth  flowing  from  a  real  Foun¬ 
dation,  drew  forth  Humility  and  Love  to  God  and 
Man,  from  that  Soul  that  hath  received  an  hearing  Ear,  fo  like- 
wife  thou  mayft  know  the  glittering  Words  proceeding  from  Mans 
Carnal  Wifdom,  is  that  which  hath  occafloned  many  Men  to  be  ex¬ 
alted  above  Meafure,  and  to  imagine  himielf  fo  elfentially  united  to 
the  Divine  Glory,  that  at  length  that  Man  hath  been  fo  bewitched 
through  the  Adorations  of  Men  and  Women  in  deep  Darkneis,  with 
high  Conceits  of  his  own  Spiritual  Wifdom,  that  he  hath  been  wiU 
ling  to  deny  his  creaturely  Condition,  and  to  embrace  the  Holy  Ti¬ 
tles  and  Honour  of  an  infinite  Creator.  Yea,  and  to  fay  in  his  Heart 
and  Tongue  alfo,  that  there  is  no  Spiritual  God  or  Perlbnal  Glory 
in  the  leafl,  but  what  is  in  Man  only,  notwithftanding,  as  fure  as 
the  Lord  Jefus  liveth,  both  he  and  all  that  is  in  him  mufl:  turn  into 
fllent  Death  and  Duft  for  a  Moment,  yea,  and  would  fo  remain  un¬ 
to  all  Eternity,  if  there  were  not  a  diftinff  perfonal  Majefty  living 
without  Man  to  raife  him  again,  to  everlafling  lenfible  Glory  or 
Shame,  according  to  the  Royal  Pleaiure  of  that  God,  that  nei¬ 
ther  will  nor  can  give  his  Glory  to  another. 

My  Dear  Friend^  be  not  deceived  with  Mens  crafty  Words,  who 
have  no  true  fpiritual  Diftindion  in  them  *,  for  if  any  mortal  Man 
have  dwelling  in  him  the  eternal  Spirit,  all  the  Motions,  Thoughts, 
Words  and  Adionsof  that  Man  mufl  needs  be  as  pure,  holy  and 
powerful  as  God  himfelf,  becaufe  thou  knowefl:  they  proceed  from 
a  pure,  holy,  and  glorious  Spirit :  But  of  the  contrary,  if  thou 
perceivefl  a  Meafure  of  Light  only  abiding  in  thee,  which  thoui^ 
Mercy  hafl:  received  from  an  everlafling  Jefus  without  thee,  then 

G  thou 
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thou  often  feeil:  Darknels  in  thee  as  well  as  I  .ight.  For  Light  entred 
not  into  Sinners  to  make  them  fpiritual  Gods  one  over  another,  but  it 
ihined  into  them  to  difcover  their  natural  Enmity  continually  war¬ 
ring  againft  a  God  of  eternal  Love  towards  them  •,  and  nOfohlyTo, 
b’’t  to  prevent  alfo  their  former  Darknefs  from  tyrannizing  in  them 
for  ever,  yea  and  to  confolate  their  eled  Brethren  by  tiieir  ipiritual 
Experiences. 

W.iiereiorejfrom  a  Divine  Gift  which  I  have  freely  received  from 
an  unerring  Spirit,  I  fay  unto  thee,  that  thofe  Men  Vhich  labour 
to  perfwade  their  Hearers,  that  if  they  diligently,  hearken  to  the 
Light  that  is  in  them,  they  may  attain  to  fuch  a  Power,  as  to  be 
dead  in  this  Body  from  all  Kind  of  inward  Darknefs,  Sin,  or  Evil, 
have  uttered  the  falfeE  Do^lrine.  that  ever  was  declared  to  Men. 
Moreover,  if  the  Light  of  Life  Eternal  be  thy  Guide,  though  muft 
needs  know  then,  it  was  neither  the  juftifying  Light  of  Chrift  with¬ 
in  Man,  no  nor  the  Spirit,  of  Chrift  without  Man,  that  movecl 
thbfe  Men  to  Ipeak  or  write  to  the  People  *,  but  it  was  their  own 
jying  Imagination  which  hurried  them  about  to  beget  Profelytes  to 
themfelves  in  the  Man  Chriil:  Jefus’s  Eead,  who  alone  is  God  over  all 
TAcJfed  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

'  He  that  is  born  of  God  finneth  not,  that  is  he  is  not  left  to  his 
own  Heart  to  commit  the  unpardonable  Sin  of  Unbelief  in  the  true 
God,  in  defpifing  the  Spirit  of  Chriil  Jefus,  to  be  the  only  Lord 
God  of  his  Salvation.  He  that  helieveth  (hall  be  favedy  but  he  that 
'believeth  riot  is  condemned  already^  not  becaufe  he  hath  not  believed  ia 
a  God,  or  Chnfl  that  is  within  him,  but  becaufe  he  hath  mot,  be¬ 
lieved  in  a  peribnai  God  or  Chrift  that  is  without  him,  whole  di¬ 
vine  Majefty  is  crowned  with  fuch  immortal  bright  burning  Glory, 
that  if  he  did  not  vail  his  fiery  Mature  within  his  own  bJelTed  Body, 
the  Glory  of  it  is  fo  tranfcendently  infinite,  that  he  in  a  Moment 
would  confume  all  created  Beings  to  Powder.  He  that  committed 
that  Sin  of  calling  God  aLyar,which  is  the  Sin  of  not  believing  in  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  as  aforefaid,  or  he  that  makech  glorious  Pretences 
ol:  unfeigned  Love  to  Chrift  and  his  tender-Hearted  People,  and  yet 
fecretly  lyeth  under  the  Power  of  carnal  Filthinefs  y  fuch  a  iMan  is 
not  only  of  his  Father  the  Devil,  (  curled  )  buthe  alfoisa 
very  Devil  himfelf.  He  that  faith  he  hath  no  Sin  in  himy  is  a  Lyavy 
and  the  Iruth  is  not  in  him  that  is,  he  that  lakh  Chrift  is  fo  power¬ 
fully  rifep  in  him,  that  all  Motions,  Thought  and  Deftre<of 'Sin 
againft  God  or  Man,  is  perfe^lly  done  away,  that  Man  is  an  horri¬ 
ble  Lyar,  and  a  deadly  Enemy  to  all  humble  and  broken-hearted 

Saints* 
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Saints  *,  for  their  natural  rebellious  warring  againfl  the  Light  with¬ 
in  them,  and  the  Lord  of  Glory  without  them.  Oh  !  my  pre¬ 
cious  Friend,  for  whom  my  Soul  fpiritualiy  travellech,  till  thou  art 
iirmly  eftablilhed  with  glorious  Things  which  are  Eternal  not 
with  empty  Notions  proceeding  from  an  imaginary  God  or  Chrifl 
within  Men,  only  which  with  Syrenum  Songs  is  very  pleafing  to  the 
carnal  Ear,  which  may  delude  (bme  undifcerning  Spirits  for  a  Sea- 
Ion,  nor  with  Pharifaical  Looks,  Sighs  and  Groans,  to  be  feen  of 
ot  Men,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  Effe^s  of  xMeiis  crafty  Words 
and  Geftures  proceeding  from  Man’s  flelhly  Wifdom,  which  is  abo¬ 
minable  in  the  Sight  of  our  God,  who  is  the  Lord  jefus  Chrift  in 
the  Eternal  Heavens  above  the  Stars. 

My  beloved  Friend^  give  me  leave  a  little  to  reaPjii  with  thee, 
about  Things  of  the  greateft  Concernment :  What  excellent  Truths 
5ibove  other  Men  haft  thou  heard  from  the  chiet  Speakers  or  the 
Quahrs  ?  Didft:  thou  ever  hear  them  fpeak  to  the  Purpofe  ?  Or 
fpeak  at  all  of  any  God  or  Chrift:,  but  what  is  in  Man  only  ? 
Or  didft:  thou  ever  hear  them  fpeak  of  a  bodily  Glory  and  Mi- 
fery  to  come  fenfibly  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  Saints  in  the  higheft  Hea¬ 
vens,  and  to  be  endured  by  the  Serpents  in  this  World  at  the  Day 
of  eternal  Accounts  r  Or  doft:  thou  fee  the  Image  or  Likenefs 
the  true  Jefus  in  that  Miniftry,  the  true  and  living  jefus,  rejeded 
not  the  Company  of  Publicans  and  Sinners,  even  when  his  Light 
appeared  not  in  them  \  but  on  the  contrary,  do  they  not  raftily  con¬ 
demn  thole  Men  that  foberly  oppole  them,  and  fhun  the  Company 
of  thofe  that  are  not  of  their  Opinion,  as  Serpents  \  much  like  unto 
thofe  Hypocrites  of  old,  who  faid,  fland  farther  olf,  for  we  are 
more  holy  than  you.  Moreover,  in  all  their  Speakings  and  Wri¬ 
tings  to  the  People, do  they  not  make  a  grand  Idol  of  thevVord  Light, 
and  occafion  Men  to  worlbip  it  as  their  only  Godinas  if  meer  Words, 
were  to  be  adored  without  a  Perfon,  or  worftiipped  within  the 
Bodies  of  finful  Man  as  a  God  ;  Or  as  if  thofe  that  enjoy  true  Light 
in  them,  have  fuch  a  Meafure  of  God  in  them,  that  they  ft:and  in 
no  need  of  any  God  without  them  in  the  leaft. 

My  Dear  Friend^  thou  knoweft:  Men  of  unftable  Spirits,  Child¬ 
like,  or  rather  Fool-like,  are  eafily  taken  with  every  Wind  of  Do- 
llrine :  But  if  thou  haft  a  Spirit  of  true  difcerning  in  thee,  thou 
wilt  be  made  thorowly  then  to  try  the  Spirits  and  Doilrines  of 
Men,  whether  they  be  of  God  or  no,  before  thou  embrace  them*, 
having  been  in  the  Fire  of  the  Devil  already,  I  hope  thou  halt 
gained  Experience.  Wherefore  for  thy  clearer  Sight  concerning  of 
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the  Fallacy  of  all  Speakers,  which  fay,  the  Lordjehovah^  or  Jefus 
fent  them,  I  ihall  give  fome  difcovering  Characters ;  he  that  faith 
the  everl ailing  fpi ritual  God  or  Father,  became  not  a  perleCt  Man 
of  unfpotted  Fleili,  Blood,  and  Bone,  was'  never  moved  by  the 
Spirit  ot  God  or  Chrift,  to  preach  or  fpeak  to  the  People  *,  or  he 
that  faith,  that  Spirit  which  is  dwelling  in  the  glorious  Body  of 
Chrid  Jefus,  is  not  the  alone  everlafting  Father,  God  and  Man 
in  one  diftinCl  Perfon  glorified,  is  none  of  Chrift’s  MefTenger  \  or 
he  that  faith,  God  is  not  in  the  Form  of  a  Man,  but  is  an  infinite 
Spirit  elTentially  abiding  in  all  Creatures,  that  Man  is  a  Lyar,  and 
the  Truth  is  not  in  him  *,  or  he  that  faith,  Chrih’s  Godhead  died 
not  in  the  Flefh,  and  did  not  quicken  and  raife  his  Manhood  to  Life 
again,  and  in  that  Body  of  Flefh  and  Bone,  did  not  afcend  into  a 
Kingdom  of  Glory  in  another  World,  the  deep  Things  of  God  is 
utterly  hid  from  that  Man  *,  or  he  that  faith  all  Mankind  proceeded 
from  the  Loins  of  the  firft  Man  Adam^  is  ignorant  of  the  two  Scrip¬ 
ture  Seeds  ('namely)  the  Seed  of  the  Woman,  and  the  Seed  of  the 
Serpent,  therefore  he  is  none  of  Chriff’s  fending  ^  or  he  that  faith 
Mens  Souls  do  not  die  with  their  Bodies,  and  deep  together  in  the 
Duft  of  the  Earth,  tih  the  Lord  Jefus  by  the  mighty  Power  of  his 
Word  fpeaking  only,  do  raife  them  unto  Life  again  at  the  lafl  Day, 
that  Man  is  in  deep  Darknefs,  not  knowing  the  Scriptures  or  the 
Power  of  God  j  or  he  that  fays  Mens  Bodies  only  perifh  (and  not 
the  Souls)  will  be  faved  at  the  laft,  that  Man  is  a  Lyar,  and  the 
Truth  is  not  in  him. 

Dear  Friend^ 

Thus  far  was  1  moved  to  write  unto  thee,  as  an  eternal  Witnels 
between  us,  when  the  Secrets  of  all  Hearts  ihall  be  opened.  If 
thou  feefl  good,  thoumayft  prefent  this  Epifile  to  the  View  of 
thole  Men  called  Quaker not  that  I  can  expect  a  good  llTue  from 
any  of  them,  unlefsGod  hath  endowed  them  with  hearing  Ears^ 
unjudging,  meek  and  patient  Spirits. 

* 

Thine  in  all  eternal  Excellencies* 


Se^t*  2.0. 
1654- 


Jqhn  Reeve. 
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Epijlle  of  John  Reeve  to  Mr.  H  i  lx. 

Dear  Friend  in  the  eternal  Truth,  my  Love  to  you 
and  the  reft  of  our  Spiritual  Friends  remembred* 

Brother  Hill, 

IT  leems  very  flrange  to  me,  That  you  with  the  reft  of  former 
Friends,  make  no  Ei^quiry  after  me  whether  I  am  dead  or  alive. 
What  have  the  unnecefTary  Things  and  Cares  of  this  World  fwaU 
lowed  up  your  former  Love  to  the  Truth  ?  Though  I  am  moved 
in  this  manner  to  write  unto  you,  1  truft  you  have  -not  fo  learned ‘ 
Chrift. 

Friend.,  The  Reafon  of  my  not  fending  unto  you  this  long  Seafon’ 
is  this,  becaufe  my  Wife  and  I  were  both  very  fi.'k  and  weak,  of 
which  Sicknels  the  29th  of  March  laft  my  Wife  died. 

Immediately  after  I  had  buried  my  Wife,  the  Lord  our  God  cal- 
led  me  to  viftc  fome  of  his  People  living  near  Cambridge.,  as  he  once 
called  me  to  vilityou  ;  yea,  it  was  in  the  very  fame  Manner  :  For 
one  of  the  chief  Speakers  of  the  Banters  being  convinced  by  this 
Truth,  who  formerly  had  deceived  them,  took  a  Parcel  of  my 
Books  and  prelented  them  to  them,  upon  which  they  greatly  de- 
fired  me  as  you  formerly  did  *,  I  hope  there  is  about  half  a  Score  of 
them  that  have  received  the  Truth  in  Sincerity  of  Heart,  they  are 
Husbandmen  and  Tradefmen  that  Labour  for  their  Bread  as  you  do  ; 
they  rejoyce  in  thofe  that  really  polTefs  this  Truth  though  by  Face 
unknown.  ^ 

V 

Chrifiopher  Hilly 

You  feem  to  forget  your  Engagement  to  your  Father- in- Law,  you 
know  the  Time  is  expired  concerning  your  Payment  of  the  Money 
which  was  lent  to  you,  and  not  to  him  *,  wherefore  as  you  love  the 
Truth,  I  defire  you  to  fend  me:  the  Money  remaining  behind 
fpeedily,  that  I  may  reftore  it  to  the  right  Owner. 

Now  concerning  my  own  Condition  it  is  thusj  on  May  Day  laft, 

I  was  Senfelefs  two  or  three  times,  infomuch,  that  if  a  faithfhi 
Friend  had  not  been  by  me  to  relieve  me  with  a  little  Cordial  I 
had  immediately  died.  1  ftill  continue  very  fick  and  weak  Vo 
that  of  Keceftity,  1  muft  either  mend  or  end  in  a  little  Space.  ^  As 
for  Relief  now  1  have  moft  need  of  it,  it  hath  been  very 
fmali  of  late  ^  I  wiih  it  may  not  be  a  Burthen  to  the  Conlcience  of 

fome 
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fome  when  I  am  gone  ^  the  Widow’s  Mite  will  be  a  Witnefs  again 
all  Carnal  ExCufes.  m^th’ofe  that  own  this  Truth.  It  may- be  you 
may  think,  1  have  no  need  of  your  Charity  now,  becaufe  the  Mer- 
chant'for’a  little  Seafoniallowed  me  a  fniail  Matter  Weekly  •  but  if 
y think.  fo,  ybir are*  liiuch  miflakeii,  for  I  have  had  none  from  him 
a  pretty  while,  neither  do  I  know  whether  1  fball  have  any  mpre 
from  him  at  all :  For  when  he  took  Ship  for  Barbadoes,  he  had  not 
wherewithal  to  leave  his  Wife  and  Children,  through  the  unjult 
Dealings  of  unreafonable  Men.  Brother  Hi//,  You  may  remember 
you  fen t  me  Word,  that  if  the  London  Chriftians  would  contribute 
Weekly  or  Monthly  to  my  NeceiTity,  you  would  do  the  like,  you 
will  do  well  to  keep  your  Covenant. 

And  fo  1  commit  you  to  the  moft  High,,  and  remain  yours  in  all 
Righceoufnels, 

,  '  '  John  Reeve. 

^  i.-* 

My  Dwelling’ls  vn-Bt^ioffgate-flreet  near  flog-Une  End,  with  three. 
Sillers  that  keep  a  SempHris  Shop. 

Direct  your  Letters  to  dur  Brother  Muggleton,  to  be  conveyed  to 
me,  and  the  Money- to  him  for  me,  you  know  where  he 
dwells^  it  is  in  over-againlt  ^  Brown- 

London  June  ii.  155b. 
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[For  his  Loving  Friend  Chrlflo^her  Hilly  HeeUmaker  in  Stone-^ 
fireep  in  A^ddfioncy  in  Kent*  Thefe 

^  Brother  Hill, 

IHave  received  your  Letter  and  your  kind  Token,  for  which  I 
acknowledge  your  KindneE  to  Truth. 

As  for  my  Kegleft  in  Writing  to  you,  my  great  Troubles  of  Sick- 
neE  and  Mortality  hath  hindred  it,  I  hope  whillt  I  am  able  to  write 
for  time  to  come,  you  fhall  not  charge  me  with  any  fuch  Negledl ; 
in  the  mean  Seafon,  I  do  not  defire  your  Charity  unlefs  you  can  Ipare 
it.  Remember  my  kind  Love  to  your  Mother  Wylesy  to  Tho.  Mar^ 
tiriy  and  Goodman  Toungy  and  I  rejoyce  in  the  Lord  for  you,  that' 
the  Truth  abides  in  you.  As  for  the  Money,  I  am  glad  of  your  Care 
.tor  the  Truths  lake,  becaufe  it  was  lent  to  me  uponj  tharAccount.  ' 
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at  But  defiring-  my  God  ‘abundantly  td  efta- 

"blifk  you  in* Spiritual  Excellencies’;  unto  whore  indiiite  Gtace  L 
connmend  you  in  all  Righteouihefs,  _  ^  ' 

.  '  June  tllQ  ^ 

.  '  kift,  1656.-  '  ^  John  Re-eve. 


j 
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Brother  ¥x\\\  in  the::Etsrnal Sr litEj'’:  ^  iO 

Y  Love  to  you  and  the  reft  of  our  Friends  ;  this  T^  a  Spafitual 
Love  Letter  that  Lam  moved  to'vvr ice- unto  you,  wherefore 
by  Virtue  of  my  Commiihon,  1  pronounce  thee  Tho.  Martin^  WiU 
Earn  Toung^  and  Eliz.-  Wyles^  the  Bleffed  of  the  Lord  to  Eternity^ 
the  Remembrance  of  this  the  Lord’s  Blefliiig,  will  do.  you  no 
harm  when  i  am  in  my  Graven  in'the  mean  Sealbn,  our  gclod  God- 
caufe  you  to  love  one  another  more  than  your  temporai  Enjdy mentis, 
and  that  will  become  a  Heaven  upon  Earth  in  your  irinbcent  Souls  ; 
Faith  fetcheth  Spiritual  Comfort,,  the  Fountain  to^each "particular 
Soul  •,  but  Love  fulRlleth  all  Righteoufnefs  bath  to  God  and  Man. 
Oh  !  I  he  tranlcendent  Excellency  of  ithe  Love  of  ^Chriftr  in  his 
new-born  People,  it  is  not  to  be’-exprefs’d  ■  by*  the  'Fohguesof  * 
Men  or  Angels.  .  *  j  i  •  ' 

L  i  Jdhn  Reeve. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  by  the  Prophet  John  Reeve 
‘ '  Mrs,  Alice  Webb,.  corttAmtig  iHr  the  Six  Erin^- 

cip'les,  on  Auguft:.i5..  1656.  /  ■;  ^  ^  j; 

‘  Loving  Erten‘dy''^p  '  'h'di  h;-,  ■  o,  ;  ^  1  Gi  3  . 

E§^1  Rl  isl  G  your  Eternal  Happinefs  ifi-'that  Flabe  of  Glory^ 
_  abdve  the  Stars,  1  am  moved  from  the  Spirit  of  the:  Lord  to 
•vyrice  the fe  Lines  un,to  your  Serious;Copfideratioir. ;  r, 

"  This  r  ki^ojw'afrured  as  Qdd  hi’mfelf^ thar  jefoGhrid  from 

his  Thrqne’dfjoldry,  fpake'  to  me  by  Voice  ot  Words  three-Mor- 
hiiigs  together]  which  Speaking  of  his’hath  opened  my  dark  Under- 
handing  to  declare  fuch  Spiritual  Light  to  the  Chofen  of  God,  as 
never  was  fo  clearly  nianifehed  before, .  efpeciafly  in  thefe'S'ix  Foun— 

Fir/?,  ^ 
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Flrfly  What  the  Perfon  of  the  true  God  and  his  Divme  Nature. 

Secondly^  What  the  Perfons  of  the  holy  Angels  are,  and  their 
Nature.  ; 

Thirdly j  What  the  Perfons  of  the  Devils  are  and  their  Nature?, 
and  what  the  Perfon  of  the  Devil  was  before  he  became  a  Devil, 
and  begot  Millions  of  dark  Angels  or  Devils,  it  being  all  one. 

Fourthly^  In  what  Condition  the  Man  was  created  in,  and 

by  what  Means  he  loft  his  firft  Eftate  and  the  Eftefls  of  it- 

Fifthly^  What  Heaven  and  Glory  is,  and  the  eternal  Refidence 
of  it. 

Sixthly^  What  Hell  and  eternal  Death  is,  and  the  Place  where  it 
ftiall  be' to  Eternity 

This  I  know  certainly,  That  before  the  Lord  fent  me  to  declare 
his  Pleafure  unto  his  People,  no  Man  upon  this  Earth  did  clearly 
underftahd  any  one  of  thefe  Six  Fundamental  Truths,  which  to  un¬ 
derhand  is  Life  Eternal,  and  to  be  ignorant  of  them  is  Death 
Eternal.  Now  the  Lord  hath  fent  his  two  Meflengers  to  declare 
them,  I  mean,  to  all  thofe  that  may  be  informed  m  thefe  Spiritual 
Things,  and  do  reje^l  lis  (that  are  the  Lord’s  Meffengers  of  theie 
Things  of  Salvation)  through  the  Love  of  carnal  Things,  they 
muft  all  perifti  to  Eternity. 

Again,  We  know  from  the  Lord  by  that  infallible  Spirit  that  he 
hath  given  us,,  of  divers  Perfons  that  ihail  be  eternally  hleffed 
with  us  ;  and  all  that  we  pronounce  curfed  to  Eternity. are  eternal¬ 
ly  Curfed,  as  fureas  Jefus  Chrift  the  Lordof  Lite  is  Blcfted,  becaufe 
it  is  his  Curie  and  not  ours. 

Again,  If  the  Lord  Jefus  do  not  , bear  Witnefs  .unto  oujrTefti- 
mony,  and  make  it  evident  that  he  hath  fent  us  in  a  tew  Months, 
then  you  may  conclude,  that  there  never  was  any  true  Prophets  nor 
Chrift,  nor  /^poftles,  .nor  Scripture  fpoken  from  the  Mouth  of  God 
to  Men.  But  there  is  nothing  but  the  Wifdom  of  Men  and  Nature 
their  God.  But  this  we  know,  that  thofe  that  are  joyned  with  us,  are 
Partakers  of  thofe  Truths,  and  ftiall  be  blelTed  for  evermore,  and  lhall 
in  the  mean  time  patiently  wait  for  the  tulfilling  of  our  Prophecy, and 
lhall  have  Power  over  their  Thoughts,  Words,  and  Deeds,  purifying 
their  Hearts  by  Faith  in  the  Perfon  ofGoTeven  as  he  ispure^  tram¬ 
pling  all  the  Riches  and  Honour  of  this  World,  under  the  Feet  of 
their  Souls  as  Dung,  becaufe  they  Lave  tafted  of  that  Glory  to  come,  , 

that  no  Tongue  of  Men  or  Angels,  can  exprefs,  and  this  makes  them 
not  only  love  one  another  in  carnal  Things,  but  for  the  T  ruth  s  lake 
they  are  ready  if  (need  require)  to  forlake  all  Relations,  and  Life 

it 


jin  Epijlie  of  John  Reeve’i  to  a  Friend.  9 

itfelf  for  one  another^  and  is  that  Power  of  that  one  only  Faith 
and  Truth,  declared  from  the  Spirit  of  God,  the  Man  Jefus  by  us, 
which  none  enjoys  but  thofe  of  this  Faith. 

Much  more  might  I  write,  but  fpeaking  Face  to  Face,  (if  it  may 
be)  is  far  more  profitable  :  Farewell*  • 

John  Reeve,  the  true  Prophet,  of  the  only  true 
Terfonal  God,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrlfl  upon  the 
Tlorone  of  immortal  Glory  in  the  highefi  Heavens* 


Jn  Efijlle  of  Reeve  to  a  Friend^  written-  in 

May  1657. 

Shewing^ 

^  HAT  Eleft  Angels  are  diftin£l:  from  him  who  vifibly-be- 
i  held  him  Face  to  Face,  and  what  that  Reprobate  ',erpent- 
Angel  was  in  his  Creation,  which  by  the  fecrec  Council  and  un- 
fearchable  Wifdom  of  God,  fell  from  his  created  Glory  like  Light¬ 
ning  from  the  invifible  Heaven  above,  to  this  vifible  Earth  be¬ 
neath  *,  and  through  his  fuper- Teeming  God  likeCouhfel,  he  over¬ 
came  innocent  Eve  *,  and  ihe  yielding  unto  him,  he  wholly  entred 
into  her  Womb  and  naturally  changed  himfelf  into. her  Seed,  and 
fo  became  the  firh-born  Son  of  the  Devil,  and  afterwards  a  curfed 
Cain,  and  the  Father  of  all  thofe  Cananltljh  Reprobate  Angels,  fpo- 
ken  of  in  the  vifiole  Records  of  the- Scriptures  ^  Not  as  CAm,  who 
was  of  that  wicked  one,  and  flew  his  Brother,  the  ift  of  John,  the  ’3d 
Chapter,  and  i8th  Verle.  j4nd  the  Fares  are  the <  Children  of  the- 
wicked  one.  Math*  13th  Chapter,  and  the  i8ch  Verfe.  Allb  iii 
what  Condition  Adam  was  created  in,  and  how  he  come  to  fall 
from  his  created  Eftate,  and  what  that  Tn  was  that  EVi?  and  he 
were  guilty  of,  and  how  Sin  came  firit  in  their  pure  created  Na¬ 
tures. 

Again,  what  that  heavenly  Glory  is  and.  where  it  is,  that  God’s 
Ele^f  Wheat, which  are  the  Seed  of  -idamyAwA  not  of  Cain  ihallpolfelk 
when  time'ihall  be  no  more,  and  what  that  dhameiul  Eternal  Death 
is,  and  where  it  is  relerved  for  the  Seed  ot  Cain,  and  not  ot  Adam, 
who  are  either  a  Spirit  gi  ven  up  to  Perfecution  of  Mens  Conlciences, 
or  elfe  they  are  left  in  Darknefs  to  condemn  the  1  hings  ot  Eternity, 
becaufe  they  cannot  comprehend  them  for  want  of  a  true  dilfin- 
guifking  Spirit,  which  is  a  Gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoid,  unco  him  which 
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is  immediately  fent  by  the  Lord  of  Glory,  that  he  may  be  diftin- 
guiihed  by  the  new  born  of  God,  from  all-thofe  counterfeit  or  de¬ 
ceived  Preachers  or  Speakers  in  the  World,  who  are  apt  and  ready 
to  judge  Men  in  Darknef^,  if  they  foberly  ask  them  needful  Qiie- 
flions  concerning  things  of  Eternity  the  uiiderftanding  of  thofe 
glorious  Excellencies,  which  is  the  Saints  Inheritance,  being  utterly 
hid  from  them,  becaufe  they  went  before  they  were  lent. 

Friend  and  Brother  in  the  Eternal  Truths 

By  this  infallible  Demonftration,  you  may  know  a  Man  that  hath 
not  a  CommiiTion  from  the  true  God,  to  preach  and  fpeak  unto  the 
People.  . 

If  a  fearching  Speaker  or  Writer,  deliver  anything  unto  thofe 
People  that  jcyn  with  him,  then  for  fear  of  his  Weaknefs  or'Igno- 
rance  being  difcovered,  he  will  counfel  the  Hearers  to  hick  dole 
to  the  Ordinances  in  the  Word  of  God,  or  to  hearken  to  them,  or 
to  that  in  their  Confciences,  and  to  beware  of  falfe  Chrift’s  and 
falle  Prophets,  and  fuch  like  borrowing  Scripture  Languages,  to 
prevent  the  People  of  ever  hearing  the  Glorious  and  Dreadful  Things 
of  Eternity  from  the  ever-living  God,  revealed  both  by  Voice  of 
Words  without,  and  Ihfpiration  within,  unto  his  two  laft  defoifed 
true  Meffengers.  ^ 

Thus  it  is  clear,  they  have  not  the  true  Spirit  of  Paul  in  them, 
who  gave  the  true  Saints  Liberty  to  try  all  Things  or  Opinions  of 

Men,  (for  that  was  his  Meaning)  but  to  hold  fafi  to  that  which  was 
good. 

■Again,  that  Speaker  or  Preacher  to  People,  whether  publick  or 
private,  that  declares  againfl  all  Appearances  that  are  contrary  to 
his  Way,  diicovers  himfelf  to  a  dilcerning  Spirit,  not  to  be  of  the 
Lord,  unlefs  he  can  demonftrate  a  Spiritual  Commiilion  received 
by  Voice  from  Heaven,  from  the  Mouth  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
fo  that  no  Man  can  difprove  him,  though  few  from  a  true  Under- 
ihmding  received  him. 

Again,  he  that  preaches  or  teaches  only  of  a  God  or  Chrift  in 
Mens  Confciences,  doth  he  not  queftion  the  Scripture  Records  con¬ 
cerning  the  Refurredion  and  Afcenfion  of  the  glorious  Body  of)  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  through  Faith  in  his  invaluable  Blood- 
ihedding,  the  Confciences  of  the  Ele^f  being  fprinkled,  are  purified 
from  the  Power  of  all  XJnrighreoulhefs  of  Flefli  and  Spirit,  and  lb 
doth  he  not  queftion  the  Relurre^fion  of  Mankind  after  Death. 

Again  if  after  Death  there  be  no  bodily  Refurre^Hon  for  the  Spi¬ 
rit  to  poffefs  an  immortal  God-like  Glory,  or  to  fuft'er  an  eternal 

Devil- 
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Devil-like  Shame,  according  to  their  Deeds  done  in  their  Bodies  ; 
is  it  not  one  of  the  vaineft  Babblings  under  Heaven,  for  Men  to  talk 
of  a  God  or  Chrift,  or  of  Righteoufnefs,  or  Purity,  or  Mercy,  or 
pure  Love  without  Envy,  or  of  any  Spiritual  Excellency  whatfoevei, 

unlefs  it  be  for  Gain  or  Glory  amonglt  Men.  ,  .  t  /r  •  n 

The  eternal  Spirit  and  alone  everlaEing  Father,  which  elTentially 
reigneth  in  the  glorified  Body  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  his  eternal 
Son,  and  fpiritually,  or  motionally,  or  virtually  iiveth  or  reignetii 
in  elea:  Men  and  Angels,  bear  Record  between  me  and  you  for  Ever, 
lading,  or  World  without  end,  whether  this  Witneiling  be  not 
fent  unto  you,  and  all  the  Elea  that  fhall  view  it  principally  for  the 
re-eftablifhing  of  your  tender  Spirit,  upon  that  fpiritual  Rock  of 
all  Ages,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  God  and  Man,  in  one  didina  Per- 
fon  Glorified  and  everladingly  Honoured,  with  all  Variety  of  Spi¬ 
ritual  new  Songs  and  Praifes,  from  his  Redeemed  or  Elea  Men  or 
Angels,  when  all  Time  or  Times  is  fwallowed  up  into  Eternity  or 

Eternities. 

John  Reeve. 

Another  Epijlle  J  o  H  N  R  e  E  v  eV. 

SIR 

Your  Replication  to  mine  doth  but  ftill  harp  upon  the  fame 
Matter  as  your  former,  and  yet  you  fuppofe  you  have  given 
fuch  Arguments  as  may  quite  hlence  my  former  AHertions,  were 
that  there  are  no  Spirits  without  Bodies,  but  fuch  as  mere  Shadows  j 
and  that  God  is  not  a  bodilefs  Spirit,  but  hath  and  'ever  had  Form, 
Subftance,  and  Shape,  and  that  is  no  other  but  the  Form  of  a  Man. 
This  is  contradidted  by  you,  and  fo  you  affirm  thefe  Particulars 

following.  , 

I  fly  You  take  at  thofe  my  Words  which  faid,  that  if  a  Spirit  have 

no  Body  or  Shape,  then  it  is  no  more  then  a  meer  Shadow  :  This 
you  deny,  by  faying,  that  a  Shadow  is  only  privative,  but  a  Spi¬ 
rit,  fay  you,  is  poficive.  ‘  in 

idly.  You  further  fay,  that  there  is  fuch  immaterial  Subftances, 

which  have  a  leparate  txiltence  from  luch  grofs  Bodies  which  we 
have  about  us  witnefs  fay  you  the  Soul  of  Man,  which  is  imma¬ 
terial,  and  lives  after  the  Body  is  dead,  which  is,  fay  you,  confirni- 
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ed  by  Taulj  iTtm.i.  lo.  which  faith,  that  the  Gof^el  brings  Life 
and  Immortality  to  Light* 

Sdly^  This  Doctrine,  fay  you,  was  known  by  the  Light  of  Na¬ 
ture  to  the  Heathen  Philofophers,  and  hath  fince  been  confirmed 
by  Scripture  of  the  New  Teflament  to  us,  and  fo  conclude  it  no 
ways  repugnant  to  right  Reafon. 

^^thly,  You  charge  me  with  quoting  the  Scripture  falfly,  when  I. 
faid,  that  ChriR  reply’d  to  the  young  Man,  faying,  That  no  Man  was 
good  but  one^  which  was  God  \  therefore  fay  you,  it  is  falfe  that  the 
Scripture  faith,  that  God  is  a  Man. 

Toeachof  thefe  take  this  particular  Anfwer,  i.  If  your  Spirit 
have  neither  Shape  nor  Subhance,  it  is  but  a  Shadow,  and  no  more 
then  what  the  Egyptians  Sorcerers  produced  before  Pharaoh^  what 
Mofes  brought  up  were  real  Subftances,  but  their’s  no  other  but  Sha¬ 
dows,  but  therefore  a  Spirit  without  Subhance  is  not  pofitive  ^  for 
that  which  is  privative  can  have  no  Being  without  a  poficive,  be- 
caufe  that  which  is  pofitive  hath  a  Being  or  Subfiance  i  Now  he 
that  will  not  admit  God  to  have  a  diftin£l:  Being  of  himlelf,  his 
God  that  he  worfliips  is  nothing  but  a  Shadow. 

2dly^  Where  you  fpeak  of  Spirits  being  immaterial  Subfiances  , 
if  they  be  immaterial,  how  are  they  Subfiances,  aud  what  Exi- 
Eence  can  they  have, -and  how  can  a  Soul  be  immortal  in  a  mortal 
Body  •,  it  is  faid,  the  Soul  that  Sins^  it  pall  die  ^  yet  fay  you,  it  is 
immortal  and  cannot  die,  and  would  prove  it  in  iTim.i*  lo. 
when  as  that  Place  fliews  plainly,  that  it  was  Chrifl’s  Death 
and  Refurre£Lion  which,  brought  Life  and  Immortality  Light  h  fb  that 
if  there  be  not  a  Refurre£lion,  then  can  there  be  no  immortal  Life. 

Therefore  it  is,  that  the  Scriptures  doth  affirm, » that  there  can  be 
no  Salvation  without  a  RefurreHion,  fo  that  if  the  Dead  fhould  not 
rife,  then  were  all  Faith  vain,  and  God  the  God  of  the  Dead  (feeing 
Death  is  not  abolifh’d)  and  not  of  the  Living  ;  fo  that  there  is  no 
Spirit  that  can  fubfifl  or  have  any  Exiflence  without  a  Body,  either 
Spiritual  or  Natural. 

Again,  doth  not  the  Gofpel  bring  Life  and  Immortality  to  Eighty 
and  is  this  Life  and  Immortality  brought  to- Light  without  a  Body,^ 
but  it  will  have  a  Spiritual  Body  fuitable  to  that  mortal  Spirit  made 
immortal.  And  doth  not  the  Scripture  affirm,  that  it  fhall  have  a 
Body  like  unto  God’s  own  Glorious  Body,  and  yet  you  fay,  God 
hath  no  Body,  and  a  Soul  hath  no  Body. 

Do  you  not  read  alfo,  that  Chrifl  had  a  Body,  and  that  it  was  af- 
ter  the  ex^refs  Image  of  his  Fathrr'^s  F'erfon  :  Would  you  trace  fub- 

flantial: 
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flantial  Trnth  into  an  Allegory,  and  fay  Righteoufners,  Know- 
ledge,  and  Holinels  is  the  Image  of  God,  and  yet  mufl:  have  no 
Body  to  afl:  for  it  lelf  in.  When  God  laid,  be  ye  holy^  as  lam  holy^ 

muft  we  turn  our  Souls  out  of  our  Bodies,  to  make  them  like  vour 
bodilels  God. 

When  we  are  faid  to  worfhip  God  in  Spirit  and  Truth,  is  this 
Ipiritual  Worfhip  performed  without  a  Body,  although  there  is  a 
Mental,  Privy,  and  Praife  without  a  vocal  Exprehion,  yet  it  mufk 
arife  froni  a  Heart,  and  that  Heart  muft  be  placed  in  a  Body. 

There  is  no  Light  without  a  Sun,  no  Stream  without  a  Fountain, 
and  no  Spirit  without  a  Body. 

3>dly-  As  to  your  third  particular,  this  I  muft  tell  you,  that  no 
Light  of  Nature  can  difcover  Spiritual  and  Evangelical  Truths, 
and  it  is  very  grofs  for  any  Man  to  lubje^  the  Spiritual  Truths^  of 
the  Golpef  to  the  heathenifh  Principles  of  Philofophers,  making 
the  New  Teftament  no  other  but  for  the  Confirmation  of  the  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  Nature,  which  Nature  you  call  right  Reafon,  which  fay,» 
you  never  repugns  the  Gofpel,  nor  the  Gofpel  it. 

By  this  your  Difcourle  1  find,  that  you  own  that  Chrift  came, 
but  to  confirm  the  heathenifli  Principles  of  Nature,  as,  that  God, 
and  Spirits,  and  Angels,  were  all  without  Bodies,  being  immate¬ 
rial  Beings,  and  you  know  not  what. 

Now  give  me  leave  to  be  plain  with  you,  and  to  tell  you,  that  I 
could  never  read  that  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift  was  ever  lent  to  en¬ 
lighten  Nature,  Nature  or  Reafon  hath  no  Intereft  in  it  at  all.  In 
the  moral  Law  it  hath,  and  therefore  it  is  written,  the  Law  cams 
by  Mofes  ^  and  what  to  do,  but  only  to  enlighten  Reafon  unto 
unto  whom  the  Law  was  given  :  But  as  to  the  Gofpel,  it  came  by 
Jefus  Chrifl^  and  particularly  belonged  to  another  Seed  \  namely,  to 
the  loft-  Sheep  of  the  Hoiife  of  Ifrael  ^  fo  that: you  can  no  more  diftin- 
guilii  between  the  Law  and  the  Gofpel,  than  between  the  two  Na¬ 
tures  of  Faith  and  Reafon,  it  is  all  a.  Myftery  to  you.  Do  you 
know  what  right  Reafon  is,  if  you  do,  you  rauft  afcend  up  into 
the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  and  view  it  in  the  holy  Angels  y  'for  you 
will  not  find  neither  pure,  nor  right,  nor  uncorrupted  Reafon  any 
where  in  this  Orb  below  the  Stars  :  For' it  is  evident  that  Reafon, 
Notion  can  never  be  capable  to  comprehend  Spiritual  Truths,  as. 
from  the  Power  of  its  own  Nature,  it  only  ferves.^to  comprehend  na¬ 
tural  and  temporal  Things,  it  being  but  naturalit  felf ;  but  Gofpel 
Truths  are  colnprehended  by  another  Light,  according  as  it-  is 
written  by  David  in  thy  Light  Jhall  we  fee  Lights  &c.. 


So 
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So  that  from  what  is  faid,  we  need  not  fear  (as  the  World  have)- 
of  the  Heathens  rifing  up  in  Judgment  agRinft  us,  for  maintaining 
Gofpel  Truths  againft  their  Darkneis  of  Reafon 

4thly,  As  to  your  fourth  Point,  where  you  charge  me  of  fathering 
upon  the  Scripture  thofe  things  that  are  not,  and  you  make  a  Won¬ 
derment  of  it,  that  I  Jliould  fay,  that  God  was  a  Man,  and  to 
qu6te  Chrift’s  Words  for  it,  telling  the  young  Man,  that  there  was  no 
Afan  food  but  onCy  which  was  God  ^  this  you  tell  me  was  falfe,  for  you 
fay,  the  Text  faith  that  none  is  good  but  one,  which  is  (jod»  Here  your 
Ignorance  appears  very  great,  and  may  be  wonder’d  at,  confidering 
your  great  Learning  and  continual  Study  *,  but  it  appears,  it  is  but 
hi  thofe  heathenifh  Philofophers  *,  for  obferve  for  better  Inftruaion, 
did  not  that  young  Man  call  Chrift  xMafter,  and  own  him  to  be  a 
Man  and  no  more  t  Now  to  this  you  may  find  that  Chrifi  s  Anfwer 
did  tacitely  imply,  that  if  he  was  but  a  Man,  he  was  not  perfeaiy 
good,  and  that  no  Man  could  be  perfe(^l:ly  good. 

And  furthermore,  for  a  more  full  Anfwer  in  the  Old  Tranflation, 
attending  to  mark  it,  is  render’d  thus  Word  for  Word,  that  there 
is  no  Ma-n  good  but  one^  which  is  God, 

This  is  plain  Scripture,  and  yet  you  are  ignorant  of  it^  I  per¬ 
ceive  you  are  not  very  converfant  in  Scripture,  your  Philofophy 
turns  you  out  of  all  Scripture  Knowledge.  But  to  proceed  farther, 
cannot  you  find  by  Scripture,  that  God  was  ever  called  a  Man,  did 
not  you  ever  read  that  Scripture  that  faith,  God  was  a  Man  of  IVar. 

Much  more  might  be  faid  of  this,  and  feveral  pofitive  Proofs  from 
Scripture  might  be  produced  to  confirm  it  withal,  but  becaufe  it  is 
not  the  general  receivedOpinion, therefore  it  muft  be  quarrelled  with^ 
for  the  Honour  of  this  World  mufl  be  both  fought  after  and  fub- 
mitted  to. 

And  whereas  you  farther  fay,  that  the  Apofiles  of  Chrift  did 
ever  teach  after  they  had  received^  their  Commifiion,  that  Spirits 
were  immaterial  and  could  fubfift  without  Bodies,  now  anfwer 


to  this : 

It  is  moft  certainly  evident,  that  the  Apoftles  never  taught,  that 
any  Spirit  could  fubfift  without  a  Body,  but  the  contrary  altoge¬ 
ther  ^  for  their  Doctrine  was,  that  as  the  Soul  and  Body  lives  toge- 
ther,  fo  it  dies  together,  and  at  the  Laft  Day  rifes  together,  and  is 
ever  without  Separation. 

When  the  Apdflles  faid.  That  many  spirits  were  generate  into  the 
Worldy  which  denied'that  Chrif  was  come  in  the  Flejl),  did  he  mean  Spi¬ 
rits  without  Bodies :  And  when  Paul  faid,  that  the  Spirit  fpeaketh 
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exfrejlyy  that  fame  jh all  depart  from  the  Faith :  Now  what  Spirit  was 
that,  but  PauFs  own  Spirit  of  Faith,  in  his  own  mortal  Body  ;  for 
without  a  Tongue  it  could  not  be  exprelled. 

And  where  the  Apoftles  tells  of  the  Doflrine  of  Devils,  were 
thole  Devils  bodilefs,  and  reached  damnable  Doctrine. 

So  that  the  Apoftles  never  taught  that  there  was  any  Spirits  with¬ 
out  Bodies,  but  always  Spirit  and  Body  went  together,  and  fo  makes 
Longitude  and  Latitude  profoundly,  as  your  Philofophical  No¬ 
tions  teacheth,  although  you  cannot  apply  it  to  any  fublime  or 
fpiritual  Thing,  you  knowing  nothing  of  it,  but  all  is  nothing  and 
of  no  Subftancei  and  lb  in  that  your  Darknefs  1  leave  you,  feeing 
you  are  no  Friend  to  the  Light  ^  and  reft  yours  in  all  civil  Refpedls, 

John  ReeV  eV,  the  only  true  Witnefs  unto  the  very 
true  Gody  amongfl  many  pretended  Spiritual  Meffengers 
in  this  confufed  jigt» 
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Epiftle  wrote  by  the  Prophet  John  Reeve  to  Isaac 
Pe  n  n  I  N  G  T  o  N,  Effy  dated  1658.  concerning  an  Anfwer 
to  a  Book  of  his^  with  fever al  Myfteries  and  Divine  and  Spi* 
ritual  Revelations  declared  b)  the  Prophet^  concerning  God^s 
viftble  appearing  in  the  Flejh. 

IN  your  Self-return,  you  feem  to  mourn  over  the  funk  Spirit  of 
both  Creations,  fo  termed  by  you.  Alfb  you  write  as  though 
many  from  a  Satanical  Spirit  write  moft  accurately,  both  of  the 
Works  of  Creation  and  Zviyftery  of  Redemption  by  an  immediate 
Gift  of  God  from  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  To  this  I  anfwer,  a  lit¬ 
tle  Seafon  will  produce  Mourning  enough  in  you,  when  you  fliall 
fee  your  Angelical  Motions  like  Lightning,  caft  down  with  Con- 
fufion  of  Fear  from  their  former  PerfeZlion  of  imaginary  Glory^ 
rational  Dreams  and  Vifions,  Revelations,  Infpirations,  Experien¬ 
ces,  or  Voices  proceeding  from  an  incomprehenfible  Spirit- 

Again,  1  have  both  read  and  heard  a  Voice  to  lay,  that  the  Se¬ 
crets  of  the  l.ord  are  his  Choice  Treafures,  referved  only  for  Re¬ 
deemed  ones  *,  but  I  never  read  or  heard  from  any  Spiritual  wile 
Man  before  now,  that  ary  Sa'anical  Spirit  was  able  to  iiitelle(Jl  de¬ 
ceived  Perlbns,  exadly  to  write  of  the  hidden  Myfteries  of  the  Ever- 

iafting 
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laftingGod.  Again,  you  pretend  unto  no  fuch  Revelations  as.  I 
proceed  upon,  but  fay  you,  there  is  another  Way  more  certain  than 
Reafon  or  Revelation,  which  whether  as  I  prefume  you  were  led 
into,  the  Lord  will  one  Day  make  manifeft,  from  the  true  Light 
of  Life  Eternal.  To  this  1  anfwer,  your  Light  as  terming  of  the 
true  Infpirations  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  written  by  me  to  you,  is 
becaufe  as  yet  his  Holy  Spirit  vails  them  from  your  Eyes  ^  but  as 
fon  your  new  Sound  of  teaching  them  from  your  God,  more  certain 
than  Realbn  or  Revelation,  from  the  Divine  Voice  Ipoken  in  the 
Ear,  through  the  Glorious  Mouth  of  my  Lord.  I  declare  that  in 
all  Ages  the  Elect  loft  Sheep  of  Ifraely  did  never  read  or  heard  of 
any  more  than  two  original  Ways  either  Natural  or  Spiritual  in 
Mankind,  whether  you  call  them  Creature  or  Creator,  light  or 
Darknels,  Truth  and  Error,  Revelation  and  Reafon,  Infpiration 
and  Imagination,  Truth  and  Unbelief,  Flelh  and  Spirit,  and  fuch 
like. 

’Tis  confefs  d,  that  vifible  Appearances  of  God  or  anv  elfeunto 
Mortals  is  teaching  of  all,  but  he  that  expeHs  that  kind  of 
Teaching  any  more  until  Men  are  immortalized,  lieth  under  at 
prelent  as  great  an  imaginary  Deceit,  as  ever  yet  appeared  in  this 
Land.  It  is  alfo  granted  that  the  moft  holy  God  Ipeaketh  to  his 
Chofen  Meftengers  by  Voice  of  Words,  even  to  the  hearing  of  the 
Ear,  unto  which  Truth  for  Ends  belt  known  unto  himfelf,  by  his 
gracious  Power  only,  can  bear  Record  in  this  prefent^Generacion, 
unto  the  Grief  only  of  all  Angelical,  Wife,  Envious',  Proud,  in¬ 
glorious,  Hypocritical  Reprobates  that  hear  of  it. 

Moreover,  yet  if  your  more  fure  way  of  teaching  from  God  were 
Vifion  it  fell,  yet  it  is  impollible  for  you  to  enjoy  any  true  and  laft- 
ing  Peace,  unlefs  it  fwallows  up  all  your  former  Writings  produced 
from  your  own  Spirit,  without  an  immediate  Commiftion  from  God, 
and  in  the  room  thereof,  perfwade  \our  Soul  to  pour  in  your  Oil, 
into  the  natural  Wounds  of  opprefted  Perfons,  under  what  Opi¬ 
nions  or  Appearances  whatfoever. 

Again,  you  fay,  O  Lord  God,  pity  the  Captivity  of  Man,  yea, 
pity  the  Captivity  of  thy  own  poor  Seed,  hear  the  Prayers  of  that 
Spirit  that  interceedeth  with  thee  for  every  thing,  not  according 
to  any  fteihly  Imaginations,  but  according  to  Truth  and  Righteouf- 
nefs  of  thine  one  Ballance.  From  the  God  of  Truth,  to  this  1  an- 
Iwer,  concerning  that  Spiritual  Captivity  of  the  Elefl,  in  Reference 
of  a  right  underftanding  of  the  Creator,  you  need  not  trouble  your 
lelf  about  that,  unlels  you  think  through  much  importuning  the 

unchangeable 
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unchangeable  God,  maybe  perfwaded  to  loofe  their  Bonds  before 
the  decreed  time  thereof  ^  but  if  you  think  that  Glory  of  God's 
Eternal  Love  towards  them,  will  provoke  to  their  Spiritual  Dark- 
nefTes  through  the  invifible  Appearances  of  his  own  pure  Light, 
then  you  may  know,  until  his  own  Glorious  Seafon,  that  all  the 
Defires  of  Men  or  Angels  are  of  no  Eife^b,  no  nor  of  the  Son  him- 
felf,  if  you  imagine  a  Father  befides.  ’Tis  confefs'd,  when  the 
Time  draweth  near  of  fome- great  Deliverance  of  the  Chofen 
of  God,  ufually  the  Lord  provokes  his  People  to  to  cry  unt  )  him 
with  Sighs  and  Groans,  which  cannot  be  uttered  but  from  the* 
innocent  Spirit  of  his  Spiritual  redeemed  ones,  as  his  Due,  he 
may  receive  all  Honour,  Praife  and  Glory  for  their  Deliverance 
out  of  their  natural  DarknelTes,  unto  his  marvellous  Light. 

Again,  I  declare  from  the  true  Light  of  the  true  God,  that  the 
Spirit  which  entereth  with  the  Creator  for  all  Mankind,  upon  the 
Account  of  his  Eternal  Happinels,  was  never  principled  upon  a 
Spiritual  Foundation  of  Truth,  v/hatever  lubtile  Expreilioiis  of 
God’s  righteous  Balkince  proceedeth  from  him.  Moreover,  is  it 
not  the  new  heavenly  Glanfes  of  Clirift  Jefus  in  Man’s  dark 
Soul,  which  upon  an  immortal  Account,  becomes  all  Light,  Lafe, 
or  ravifliing  Glory  in  him  ^  and  of  the  contrary,  is  it  not  the  abfent- 
ing  Voice  or  Virtue  of  the  uncreated  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Chrift  jefis, 
that  occafions  Mens  Spirits  to  be  full  of  Satanical  afpiring  Wifdom 
about  the  Creator  *,  and  whence  think  you  cometh  this  to  pals,  or 
poflible  could  be  of  the  Spirit,  if  the  Creator  were,  and  Angels 
were  elFentially  living  in  one  another  there. 

Again,  if  your  literal  Requeft  unto  the  Lord  God,  as  in  Refe¬ 
rence  unto  the  miferable  Captivity  of  poor  Mankind,  lying  under 
the  miferable  Yoak  of  unmerciful  rich  Tyrants,  efpecially  o^^er  his 
own  innocent  Seed  or  chofen  People,  then  this  will  moft  iieceffarily 
follow  ;  nay,  you  cannot  deny  it,  if  there  be  any  Light  in  you,  that 
all  your  conceived  Spiritual  Speakings,  or  Writings,  or  Prayers,  in 
the  Great  Day  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  will  become  but  fiery  burn¬ 
ing  Death  in  you  of  utter  Darknefs,  according  to  the  true  Saying, 
If  that  Light  in  you  he  Darknefs^  how  great  is  that  Darknefs.  Uni  els 
as  before  faid,  anfwerable  to  your  Profefiion  of  Love  unto  God, 
and  Pity  unto  Man,  you  area  bountiful  Reliever  of  his  oppreifed 
Ones,  according  to  liis  Bountifulnels  towards  you,  then  mind  the 
Virtues  of  Chrift  Jefus  thusihining  in  you,  will  occafion  from  the 
refrelhed  Bowels  of  his  own  Seed  new  Spiritual  Acknowledgments, 
and  a  loving  Return  in  the  Lord  for  you,  why  becaule  it  is  rare  to 
find  a  merciful  rich  Man.  1  Frle??d, 
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''  frietid;  I  certainly  know  that  if  you  are  one  of  God  s  Ele£!:,  you 
cannot  be  offended  with  me  for  writing  the  Truth,  though 
at  prefent, 'I  be  contrary  to  you  in  Spirit.  Again,  you  write 
that  you  would  beg  unto  tlie  Lord  for  me,  both  with  Tears 
and  Blood,  and  you  would  f^eak  fomewhat  concerning  me,  but 
you  are  afraid  to  open  the  Spirit  before  the  Seafon  thereof.  Friend^' 
As  to  that  if  ever  the  Lord  of  Life  and  Glory  raanifelf  himfelf  to 
your  Soul,  then  you  will  fee  clearly  the  Vanity  of  thofe  Words. 

Moreover,  if  I  fhould  tell  you,  that  in  the  pure  Eyes  of  the 
Lord  Chrilf  Jefus,  that  one  Handful  of  your  Silver  Tears,  are  of 
more  Value  than  a  Horfe  Load  of  your  Tears  and  Blood,  you  might 
account  it  a  very  ftrange  faying  from  me  ^  truly  I  unfeignedly  be¬ 
lieve  it  will  be  found  a  principal  Truth,  when  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
fliall  fay  in  the  Day  of  Judgment,  Come  ye  hlejfed  of  my  Father,  in* 
herit  the  Kingdom  f  repared  for  you,  for  when  I  was  a  hungry,  ye  fed  me  ^ 
Go  ye  Cur  fed  into  everlafling  Fire^  when  I  was  an  hungry  ye  fed  me  not  : 
S3  that  without  Controverfy,  there  is  nothing  in  Man  comparable 
to  Love,  Mercy  and  Forgivenefs,  even  to  his  greateff  Enemies* 
Again,  It  is  a  marvellous  thing,  if  you  or  any  other  Man,  iliould 
liave  a  Spiritual  Gift  to  diftinguilh  between  Divine  and  Diabolical 
Appearances,  and  yet  defer  the  Examination  thereof  to  another 
Seafon,  or  did  the  moft  wife  God  ever  Commiflion  any  Man  or  An¬ 
gel  to  make  a  Difcovery  of  any  Spiritual  Counterfeits,  a^nd  yet  that 
Meffenger  remaineth  dark  in  his  own  Underftanding,  concerning 
the  Creator  that  fent  him.  I  remember  fucha  like  Scripture  Saying 
as  this,  him  whom  yon  ignorantly  worfhipy  declare  I  unto  you*  Moreover, 
if  the  moif  wife  Creator,  either  vifible  or  invifible  by  himfelf  or 
Angel,  hath  appeared  in  your  Spirit,  whereby  unto  your  thinking, 

I  was  clearly  difcovered  as  a  deceived  Perfon  among  the  reft,  is  it 
not  a  ftrange  thing  that  you  fhould  have  Power  over  that 
Light  above  Men  or  Angels,  before  you  for  the  i^oducing  of  it 
at  another  Seafon,  the  Creator  himfelf  will  vifible  make  it 
inanifeft,  even  fo  come  Lo  d  Jefus  Chrifl,  for  thy  glorious  Name^ 
fake,^conie  quickly,  and  in  the  vifible  Sight  of  Men  and  Angels  hear 
^Reco)d  whether  thy  Holy  Spirit  fent  me  ( as  I  have  declared  almofir 
thefe  three  Tears)  or  no.  Again,  when  the  Lord  made  Choice 
of  fuch  a  fimple  poor  Man  as  I  was,  as  many  can  witnefs  in  the 
City  of  London,  that  have  known  me  about  thefe  twenty  Years,^ 
tliat  I  might  inftrumentally  difeover  the  two  principal  Heads  of 
inifchievovis  Darknefs  in  the  Land  ^  as  namelv,  John  Robins  pail,  and 
hn  faivney  almoft  fpent,  truly  1  had  no  Power  "in  me  to  put  by  his 
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MelBige  until  another  time  ^  why  becaufe  (whether  you. can  be'-* 
lieve  it  or  no  )  his  Voice  was  fo  Glorious  in  me,  that  it  fhun  as  the 
Sun,  and  it  was  of  Motion  fwifter  than  Thought,  and  fo  pleafanC 
to  be  declared  by  TongUe  \  yet  for  all  that  Godlike  Glory  piercing 
in  me,  and  through  me,  there  arofe  a  Defire  in  me  to  be  eafed  of 
that  Burden  of  the  Lord  committed  to  my  Charge,  becaufe  of  that 
fharp  Sentence  that  1  was  to  declare  againft  any  Man  that  fliould 
^defpife  it  •,  then  the  Lord  fpake  again  unto  my  Soul,  Words  of 
-burni»"g  Death,  of  fenfible  unutterable  Darknefs,  anfwerable  to 
that  Jonas-VikQ  Rebellion  in  me,  againft  fo  great  convincing  Glory  \ 
and  truly  I  was  compelled  immediately  to  cry  unto  him  for  Deli¬ 
verance  from  the  Wounds  or  Anguifti  of  my  Soul,  that  I  might 
prefently  obey  his  Word  that  ftiined  in  me  with  fuch  Light^  and 
Majefty,  and  Glory  in  whatfoever  it  fhould  command  me. 

Wherefore  Friend^  happy  are  you  if  preferved  from  flighting  an 
Appearance,  that  is  contrary  unto  yoar  Light,  though  it  ftrike 
at  the  Foundation  on  which  is  built  all  your  Spiritual  Enjoy¬ 
ments  ^  for  alas,  you  know  in  the  End,  all  falfe  Lights  will  be  made 
manifeft  unto  thole  that  poffels  the  true  Light  of  Eternal  Life  in 
them  *,  Bleffed  therefore  are  thofe,  that  in  Obedience  unto  the  Crea^ 
tor  from  a  purified  Spirit  are  compaftionate  to  all  Men,  but  ef- 
pecially  to  thofe  innocent  Appearances^  in  the  Name  of  the^ 
Lord,  though  they  all  differ  in  their  Declaration  for  them*  if 
there  be  but  one  true  Meffenger  from  the  Lord  among  the  reft,  they 
ftiall  as  formerly,  receive  an  Angel  of  God  unawares,  and  with 
him  be  Partakers  of  the  Glorious  Secrets  of  the  everliving  God,  to 
their  eternal  Confolation  :  For  this  I  know,  from  the  Spirit  of 
Truth,  that  thofe  that  are  left  under  a  Spirit  of  rejeTing  and  de- 
fpifing  of  falfe  Appearances,  coming  forth  in  the  Name  of  the 
Lord,  they  not  clearly  knowing  them  to  be  to,  they  will  as  readily 
defpife  a  true  MeHenger  of  the  Lord  to  their  eternal  Hurt  *,  where¬ 
fore  are  all  thofe,  that  neither  Honour  nor  Life  it  felf  is  dear  unto 
them,  but  upon  an  Account  of  spiritual  Wifdom  amongft  wife 
Men,  when  the  Glorious  Lhiugs  of  Eternity,  though  in  bate  Ap¬ 
pearance  prelenced  unto  them,  from  that  Spiritual  Rock  of  all 
Ages,  wh  ch  is  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  God  and  Man,  is  oned«ftind 
Body  or  Perfon  glorified for  whatfoever  Men  a  ream  from  their 
imaginary  Gods,  of  two  or  three  Ferfons,  or  a  vaft  incomprehen- 
ble  Spirit,  elTentially  living  in  all  'rhings  and  Places  *,  fn^m  an  im¬ 
mediate  Voice  from  the  higheft  Heavens,  1  pofitively  affirm  againft 
Men  or  Angels,  that  there  neither  is,  nor  ever  was  any  other  Gcd  or 
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Creator,  but  that  God-man  Chrift  Jefus,  which  was  nailed  to  the 
Crofs,  the  which  Glorious  God  will  one  Day  vifibly  appear  with  his 
mighty  Angels,  to  the  Everlafting  Terror  of  thofe  that  reje<^l:  his 
Perlbn,  as  to  love  a  thing  for  an  infinite  God  to  dwell  in  or  to  be  ; 
yea  this  very  true  God  in  Oppofition  to  all  other  Gods,  Men,  or 
Angels,  is  already  come  with  his  invifible  pure  piercing  Light,  to 
make  an  everlafting  Diftin^Hon  between  the  imaginary  notional 
Myfteries  of  Men  in  rational  Darknefs,  and  the  Spiritual  Myfteries 
of  his  everlafting  Kingdom,  by  true  Infpirations  from  an  holy  and 
unerring  Spirit.  .Even  jo  come  Lord  Jefus  Chrl(jy  vijibly  alfo  accordin'^ 
to  thine  own  ^Vord^  come  quickly.  Amen. 

»  I 

Yours  with  all  the  Elefl,  in  that  only  wife  very  true  God,  which 
in  the  Sight  of  Men  and  Angels  vifible  appeared  in  Flefii,  and. 
in  that  very  Body  of  Fleih  and  Bone,  is  afcended  far  above  all  Gods, 
Heavens,  Angels,  or  Men,  and  thereto  remain  until  die  Refurrecliioii 
of  all  eled:  Things,  or  the  Judgment-Day,  whofe  uncreated  Spirit  of 
fiery  Love,  is  all  Variety  of  immortal- Crowns  of  new  raviftiing  Glo¬ 
ries,  prepared  for  .all  thofe  that  long  for  his  vifible  appearing,  to 
make  an  everlafting  Separation,  between  the  merciful  Eleit,  and 
.  unmerciful  Reprobate. 

» 

yo  H  K  E  E  W  E,  the  only  true  Witnefs  unto 
the  very  true  Gody  amengft  mmy  pretended 
Spiritual  Mejfengers  in  this  confufed  Age, 
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